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DEDICATION 


This book is dedicated to all those intrepid pioneers, many of whom 
are now forgotten and nameless, who, with vision and foresight, courage 
and daring, stubborness and determination, came to Kansas to settle, to 
plant their roots deep, and to stay. No amount of hardship, starvation, 
or privation was sufficient to dissuade them from their purpose and they 
successfully fought all aggressions of man and nature. It was they who 
named the places listed in this book and it was they who left as their 
legacy a great and wonderful state..ccc. 

ai 
To the memory of my father, 
Roy W. Corley 
agent-telegrapher for many years on the Kansas Division of the Union Pacific 


Railroad, who closed his key for the last time on July 28, 1944, 


PREFACE 


In order that this study of the origins of county and community names in Kansas 
should be as exhaustive and complete as I could possibly make it, its preparation has 
required a great deal of research into histories, documents, newspapers y and other | 

4 publications. In addition, I have talked to, and corresponded with, hundreds of / 
people throughout the state in obtaining the material which you will find herein. 

It is, however, not fully complete as there are a number of community names that 
could not be included--as much as I would have liked to have done so--because either 
sufficiently accurate information, or no information at all, could be obtained. In 
fact, I only regret that I could not include every named hamlet in Kansas. 

I can not, of course, unequivocally guarantee the accuracy of each and every 
entry in this book. The information was obtained from such a variety of sources that 
it would be very optimistic indeed to conclude that a work of this length contained 
no misstatements, although every effort has been made to eliminate any errors. If 
such are found I can only apologize and, of course, accept complete responsibility 
therefor. 

I am greatly indebted to, and wish to sincerely thank, the postmasters, editors, 
mayors, city clerks, county historians, community historians, and senior citizens in 
many Kansas cities and towns who responded most kindly and generously to my requests 
for information concerning the names in this book. They are, unfortunately, far too 
numerous to list here, but without their help this work would not have been possible. 

I would, however, like to especially express my gratitude to the following listed 
persons who, because the information I sought was not readily available to them, ex- 
pended considerable time and effort, with no thought of recompense, in getting the 
answers to mee In some casé@s this involved research of their own, or correspondence 
with former residents now living in other states, making trips to other communities 
to contact early settlers or the descendents thereof, digging out and mailing to me 
old newspaper clippings, brochures, pamphlets and the like, and all in all, going to 
particular pains to be of assistance: 

Sj H. O. Newcomer, Alexander; Frank L. Hunn, Atchison; Hazel C. Bruner, Burns; 
Hallie M. Bindley, Burdett; Helen E. Gutsch, Burdick; Lynn Martin, Brookville; Jay S. 
Andrews, Bloom; W. D. Creamer Sre, Cunningham; Golda Patton, Denison; Hilda Triplett, 
Denton; David E. Miller, Friend; Gladys E. Higbee, Formoso; Dave Munson, Bronson; 
Herbert P. Franz, Goessel; Fred Beard, Haysville; Neva Baird, Kechi; H. P. Coombs, 
Larkinburg; Bernice Harvey, Lenexa; Velma Peters, Lorraine; Mrs. Chet Poole, Lovewell; 
Della Bailey, Menlo; T. E. McCloskey, Mercier; N. K. Campbell, Merriam; Pauline Welsh, 
Milford; Pearl Drummond, Niles; Pearl Mathers, Niotaze; Ida E. Pugh, Northbranch; 

Emma Lusk, Olivet; Roy L. Owen, Overland Park; Fern Brent, Partridge; Mrs. Morton 
Lilley, Piedmont; Hilda Holyfield, Piper. 

Dean Hopkins, Protection; Anne Jordan and Gladys Nelson, Savonburg; A. M. Sherman, 
Sitka; Homer Pearce, Sun City; Donald L. Long, Sylvia; Helen Oliverius, Timken; 

Mary Lee Thomas, West Mineral; Ed Fink, Garnett; Mrs. J. R. Prichard, Fort Scott; 
Martin V. B. Van DeMark, Concordia; Reuben L. Cooper, Columbus; Clint Baldwin, Cotton- 
wood Falls; G. T. Van Bebber, Troy; Mrs. Lawrence Claar, Oberlin; Sadie Hebb, Howard; 
Wayne Gilliland, Ottawa; May Nincehelser, Oskaloosa; N. Ross Brown, Olathe; J. B. 
Draper, Oswego; Elton D. Wilson, Mound City; Ruth Behnke, Meade; Elizabeth Biltmann, 
Independence; Mrs. Ray Halberstadt, Delphos; Mrs. C. E. Grove, Larned; J. Rufus Gray, 
Pratt; Jerry Riseley, Stockton; Winifred Slagg, Manhattan; Mrs. Homer Cardwell, 
Republic; J. Lincoln Strong, Smith Center; Pearl Toothaker, Hoxie; Alan Farley, 
Kansas City---and to probably many others who should be listed here but whom I have 
missed because I had no indication of just how much trouble they had been put to in 
answering my letters of inquiry. I only regret that space does not permit listing 
all of the hundreds of persons who provided me with assistance in gathering the 
material for this work. 

4) It is my sincere hope that this book will prove to be as interesting and enjoyable 
to those who read it as it was to me in preparing it. 


Wayne E. Corley 


INTRODUCTION 


As a native son of Kansas, I have always had a profound interest in the state's 
history, for it is a colorful, vibrant, exciting, and dramatic record of the develop- 
ment of a great state that can not be matched by any other in the Union. 

In connection with the reading and study of this engrossing subject, I have de- 
voted a great deal of time to what I consider to be one of the most fascinating 
facets of the history of The Sunflower State -- this is the unearthing of how the 
various counties, cities, and towns received their names. 

This curiosity is one that I know,is shared by a great many others who, at one 
time or another, have wondered just how certain places happened to be given the names 
they have. It is even not unusual for many persons to live most, if not all, of 
their lives in, and know intimately, their own towns, and yet be unaware of the ori- 
gin of the town name. To many persons, the opportunity just does not present itself 
to learn how various counties and communities were named, and so it is the hope of 
the author of this book that this will be the means of acquainting some of these with 
iri: interesting information which hitherto might not have been readily available to 
them. 

“Kansas,” the state name, is in itself of interesting origin. The great major- 
ity of authorities agree that the state was named for the Kansas (Kansa) Indians and 
that the word means, “People of the South Wind." The Kansas Tribe occupied a large 
part of what is now the eastern half of the state and is acknowledged to be one of 
the great Dacohtah or Dakota group that in early years came down from the north- 
central part of the continent. With the vigor instilled by many years in the colder 
climates of the north, these Indians were known as most aggressive and were feared 
by the tribes to the east. The Osages were of the same group but were a smaller 
nation which survived the white occupation better than did the tribe from which, 
according to these authorities, the state received its name. : 

Some, however, maintain that the name came from the Kansas River, which was 
named for the Kansas Indians, who lived along its banks, and that in that tribe's 
language the name means either "smoky" or “hazy" -- this name stemming from the many 
prairie fires of the early days. There are still others who insist that the name 
means “swift river" or “swift water." 

There are those, too, who maintain, apparently correctly, that the name of the 
Indian Tribe was properly spelled "Kanzas" and that the name of the river and state 
should be so spelled to be correct, but that the exact meaning of the word or the 
reason for naming the tribe thus is unknown and can never be definitely determined. 
There is no way of knowing, they also say, whether the word applied to the complexion 
of the tribe, the country which they formerly occupied, to the nature of their 
villages, or to just what, nor can this ever be discovered. 

It is an interesting fact that the historical writings and documents of the 
state contain well over fifty different spellings of the tribe's (and the state's) 
name, in many of which the general sound furnishes the only clue to the spelling. 

The first maps and the early diaries, journals, histories, and other writings 
of the Spanish and French explorers and traders, and those who came after them, con- 
tain many references to the name of the tribe and the river of the same name, along 
which the tribe was the thickest, but it is readily apparent that in these the name 
was spelled according to the way it sounded to the individual when he heard it pro- 
nounced, as witness these examples: 


Cansez Kanzas Canza Okanis Kanees Kanza 
Canips Karsea Konzas Kansies Kantha Canses 
Canzas ~ Canzon Kanzan Kasas Canceas Kausau 


In the aforementioned over fifty different spellings, in fact, every spelling 


which gave the general phonetic expression was used. . 
The letter "K" at the beginning of the word marks the dropping out of the French 


influence in the writing of the name, and since 1803, the time of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase, the spelling with the letter "C" practically never appears in historical papers. 


While it therefore may properly be said that Kansas was named for the dominant 
Indian Tribe of the territory when it was first traversed by white men, it is spelled 
as it is today because of a mistake made many years ago when somebody, in all probab- 
ility either a writer or a printer, used an “s" instead of a "z" in inserting the 
state's name in a chirographic instrument or copying the name from one, a simple and 

2 easy mistake to make. 

Kansas was organized as a territory in 1854 and admitted to the Union as a 
state on January 29, 1861. Some of its cities and towns were established while it 
was still a territory; others did not come into existence until Kansas was well into 
the 20th century. Most, however, came into being in the 35-year period between the 
end of the Civil War and the turn of the century. 

The origin of the names of the counties, cities, and towns of Kansas are as 
interesting as they are varied. Here are the names of presidents and governors, 
statesmen, Civil War heroes, Indians, explorers, railroad men, ranchers, and others. 
Here, too, are names taken from foreign words, Indian words, and names.chosen for 
the .environment or the locality. The women also were not overlooked in the choosing 
of names for communities. 

In some cases settlers had either been forced by circumstances to leave their 
homes or motivated by the desire to improve their lot, and in so doing had migrated 
to Kansas. Because of either homesickness or the reluctance to sever entirely all 
ties with their former homes, many of these named their new communities for cities 
in other states or foreign countries. 

There were those who, possibly in the hope of achieving some small form of 
immortality, gave their own names to the settlements they founded. 

In the early days of Kansas it was a common practice to change the names of 
cities and towns, as well ag some counties, and you will note that quite a few have 
had name changes--some as high as three or four times. 

It is interesting to note that, in addition to its present roster of cities and 
towns, Kansas has spawned literally hundreds of communities which began life bravely 
and even, in some cases, grandiosely, with high hopes and aspirations of becoming 

ee flourishing metropolises but various misfortunes--such as being bypassed in favor of 
some other town by the vitally essential railroad, diminishing water supplies, in- 
accessibility, loss of industry, loss of citizens to nearby communities able to offer 
more of the advantages and comforts everyone seeks for himself and his family, or any 
of a dozen other reasons--caused them to languish and eventually disappear from the 
mape In this book, however, no attempt has been made to list any of these but rather 
it is concerned only with existing communities. 


It will be found, of course, that some of the tinier communities listed herein 
have either disappeared completely since this study was undertaken or now exist 
almost in name only. This is to be expected as life and fortune are, unfortunately, 
both extremely transitory and there is many a once-thriving community that is now 
but a weed patch and a memory. 


COUNTY AND COMMUNITY NAMES IN KANSAS 


All listings are in alphabetical order. Following each county name, 
in parenthesis, is the year in which it was organized as a county. 
Following each community name, in parenthesis, is the name of the 
county in which it is located, and following this, the latest popula- 


tion figure (in a few cases no population figure was available). The 
asterisk (*) indicates county seat. 


ABBYVILLE (Reno) 122 -- Named for Abby McLean, the first white child born on the town 
site shortly after it was settled. 


*ABILENE (Dickinson) 6,993 -- A Syrian word meaning “grassy plain." For the ancient 
tetrarchy mentioned in the Bible in Luke IIIz:I. The 
name was suggested to C. H. Thompson, founder, by 
Findlay Patterson of Pennsylvania. 


ACHILLES (Rawlins) 3 -- From the hero of Homer's Iliad, the Greek ideal of strength, 
beauty, and valor. 


ACME (Dickinson) 7 -- A Greek word meaning “the top" or “highest point." 

ACRES (Clark) 35 -- A descriptive word denoting a tilled or enclosed field. 

ADA (Ottawa) 150 -- Founded shortly after the Civil War, the town was named for Ada 
Lane who established a Post Office in her home to serve the 
scattered settlers in the area. Her home was about two miles 

from the present town site. When the railroad was built the town 
was moved to the present location to be on the railroad. 


ADMIRE (Lyon) 156 -- Named for Jacob Admire, one of its founders. First called Admire 
City, the name was later shortened to Admire. 


ADVANCE (Meade) -=- A name frequently used by pioneers in the United States. Meaning 
"to move forward," “develop,” “elevate,"“ etc., the name indicated 
hopefulness on the part of the settlers for the destiny of their 
towne 


AETNA (Barber) 50 -- The name comes from the great volcanic mountain in Sicily. There 
are several towns of this name in the United States. 


AGENDA epeel at) 119 -- The name is derived from the Latin meaning “things to be 
done." Agenda was established in 1887. 


AGRA (Phillips) 332 -- Established 1888, named for a city of northern India. 
AGRICOLA (Coffey) 25 -- A Latin word meaning “farmer.” 


AJAX (Cherokee) -- One of the Greek Heroes in Homer's Iliad who killed himself because 
the armor of Achilles was awarded to Odysseus. 


AKRON (Cowley) 25 -- Named for Akron, Ohio. Akron is a Greek word meaning “summit." 


D aLanepa (Kingman) -- Of Spanish derivation, the name means “a public promenade lined 
with poplar trees." 


ALAMOTA (Lane) 50 -- Named for a Chief of the Osage Indian Tribe, 
lh pe 
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ALBERT (Barton) 251 -- Established some time before the Santa Fe Railway was built 
through the settlement in 1886, Albert received its name from 
a man of this name who was connected with the railroad. 


ALBION (Harper) -- The ancient name of the Island of England, Scotland, and Wales. 
ALDEN (Rice) 265 -- Named for an early day official of the Santa Fe Railway. 


ALEXANDER (Rush) 163 -- Founded 1869, named for Alexander Harvey who homesteaded the 
quarter section on which the town now stands. He at first 
ran a trading post on the north bank of Walnut Creek which 
later became.a stage stop. When the railroad built through 
in the middle 1880s, the town was moved to the south bank 
of Walnut Creek to be on the Santa Fe. 


ALFALFA (Finney) -- Named for the successful crop grown in this area. 


ALICEVILLE (Coffey) 125 -- Named for Alice Hawes, daughter of a Missouri Pacific 
Railroad conductor who founded the town. 


ALIDA (Geary) 18 -- From a city in Asia Minor noted for its garment manufacture. 


ALLEN COUNTY (1855) -- Named for William Allen of Ohio, who was a United States 
Senator from that state and also served as its governor. 


ALLEN (Lyon) 203 -- Named from Allen Creek. Originally located three and one-half 
miles north of the present town site, it was moved to be on the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad. 


ALLISON (Decatur) 20 -- The settlement here was first called Tioybe. The Post Office 
was established 1879 and the name was changed to Allison in 
1882, presumably to honor a prominent early settler. 


*ALMA (Wabaunsee) 774 -- Founded in 1857 and named for the city in Germany from where 
many of its first settlers had come. 


ALMENA (Norton) 551 -- Named for her home town in Michigan by Mrs. James Hall, wife 
of an early settler. First built on the south side of Prairie 
Dog Creek, it was moved to the north side when a railroad was 
built along the creek. 


ALTA (Harvey) 15 -- A Latin word meaning "high." 
ALTAIR (Thomas) -- From an Arabic word meaning "bird" or “high flier." 


ALTAMONT (Labette) 674 -- Founded in 1879 and so named because it lies on an eleva- 
tion. The word comes from Latin and means, “high hill.” 
The first Post Office here was called Elston from a former 
town about two and one-half miles east. 


ALTA VISTA (Wabaunsee) 402 -- So named by Rock Island Railroad officials because the 
railroad crossed the watershed between the Kansas and 
Neosho Rivers at this point. The term is from Latin 
and means “high view." When founded, the town was 
first called Pike. This was later changed to Cable 
City, and still later to Alta Vista. 


ALTON (Osborne) 277 -- First called Bull City for General H. C. Bull, one of its 
founders, the name was changed to Alton for Alton, Illinois, 
from where many of the first settlers originated, in 1885. 


et A ee 


ALTOONA (Wilson) 560 -- Established 1869, named by I. N. Spencer for Altoona, Penn- 
Sylvania. The name comes from the Latin word “altus" mean- 
ing “high." When first founded the town was, for a short 
time, called Geddesburg. 


AMERICUS (Lyon) 293 == Named in honor of the Italian navigator, Americus Vespucius, 
(1451-1512) for whom America was named, 


AMES (Cloud) 75 -- Named after Ames, Iowa, which received its name from Oakes Ames, 
an official of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


AMIOT (Anderson) 13 -- First called Mineral Point when settled by Joseph J. Ingliss 
and Sol Kauffman on the highest ground in the county in the 
days when Kansas was still a territory. The settlers were 
mostly pro~slavers and after the "Pottawatomie Massacre" in 
May, 1856, by John Brown and his men, most of them fled to 
Missouri. The Kansas, Nebraska and Dakota Railroad changed 
the name to Amiot in March, 1887, supposedly for an official. 


AMY (Lane) 24 -- Founded 1879, first called Ellen, the name was changed to Amy in 
honor of Amy Bruner, at the suggestion of Nolen Yates. 


ANDALE (Sedgwick) 423 -- The name was formed from a combination of Anderson and Dale, 
two of the town founders. 


ANDERSON COUNTY (1855) -- Named for Joseph C. Anderson of Missouri, who was a member 
of the first Kansas Territorial Legislature and Speaker pro 
tem of the House of Representatives. 


ANDOVER (Butler) 176 -- Laid out in 1880, named by settlers for a town of this name 
in England. 


ANGELUS (Sheridan) 77 -- From a form of devotion commemorating the reincarnation in 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


ANGOLA (Labette) 25 -- The name was derived indirectly from a Portuguese possession 
in west Africae Established 1881, it was first called Arnold. 


ANNA (Bourbon) 20 -- Established 1871 as a station on the Kansas City, Fort Scott and 
Gulf Railroad, the town was first called Pawnee. It was later 
changed to Anna to distinguish it from another station on the 
railroad in Oklahoma called Pawnee. The name “Anna” presumably 
honored the wife of an official of the railroad. 


ANNELLY (Harvey) 8 -- Founded July 5, 1885, named by an official of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad for his wife, Ann, and daughter, Ellie. 


ANSON (Sumner) 56 -- For Anson Wallace, an early settler. The town was founded in 188¢ 
ANTELOPE (Marion) 13 -- Named for the antelope which at the time roamed over Kansas. 


*ANTHONY (Harper) 2,827 -= Founded 1878, named for Governor George T. Anthony, whose 
term of office was January, 1877 to January, 1879. 


ANTICCH (Miami) 5 -- One of several towns of this name in the United States, named 
D from the ancient city west of Konya, Turkey, in Asia. 


ANTONINO (Ellis) 260 -- Founded 1904, the town was named for the oldest settler 
living at that time, Anthony Sauer. Since there was already 
an Anthony, Kansas, this name was chosen as being close to it. 
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ADIA (Crawford) 590 -- Established 1862, first called Findlay City for 
a wi Findlay, a coal contractor, the name was changed to Arcadia, 


the name being taken from a province of Greece. 


ARGONIA (Sumner) 547 -- Incorporated 1885, named for the ship "Argo" in which Jason 
So sailed to Colchis in quest of the Golden Fleece. 


ARKANSAS CITY (Cowley) 14,606 -- First settled in 1870, it was called Walnut City. 
Soon after, however, it was renamed Adelphi and 
still later the name was changed to Creswell in 
honor of the Postmaster General in President Grant's 
Cabinet. It was incorporated in 1872 as Arkansas 
City, the name being taken from the Arkansas River. 


ARLINGION (Reno) 439 -- Established 1877, named for the famous Heights of Arlington. 


ARMA (Crawford) 1,451 -- First called Rust, the name was later changed to honor Arma 
Post, who had extensive coal operations in the vicinity. 


ARNOLD (Ness) 84 -- Founded 1902, named for J. G. Arnold, who built the town's first 
grain elevator. 


ARRINGTON (Atchison) 75 -- First settled in 1857, the town was named for a young 
woman of this name who lived in Ohio. She was the fiancee 
of a Mr. Hoops who operated a sawmill just south of the 
town and who, together with R. A. Van Winkle, laid out 
the town. Mr. Hoops succumbed to pneumonia before the 
marriage and Miss Arrington never saw the town which was 
named for her. 


ae ASH GROVE (Lincoln) 50 -= As the name indicates, the Ash grove located here at the 
time the town was founded supplied the name for it. 


*ASHLAND (Clark) 1,284 -- Founded in 1884 by a group of Kentuckians, the town was 
named for Ashland, Kentucky. 


ASHTON (Sumner) 56 -- Named by an early settler, a Mr. Elliott, for an Ash grove in 
the south part of the town. 


ASH VALLEY (Pawnee) 29 -=- So named because it lies in the valley of Ash Creek. 


ASSARIA (Saline) 311 -- Founded 1879, the town was named from a church which was 
built by Swedish Lutherans previous to the incorporation of 
the town. The word means "In God is our help." 


ASYLUM (Miami) -- From Latin, the name means "a place of retreat and security." 


ATCHISON COUNTY (1855) -- Named for David R. Atchison, (1807-1886), United States 
Senator from Missouri and President of the Senate at the 
time of the passage of the Act for the organization of the 
Territory of Kansas. 


*ATCHISON (Atchison) 12,712 <= Settled in 1850 and named by pro-slavery Missouri 
settlers in honor of David R. Atchison, United States 
Senator from Missouri and an ardent slavery advocate. 


ATHENS (Woodson) -- For Athens of ancient Greece, the capital city and center of 
cultural and intellectual achievement. 


ATHOL (Smith) 146 -= Named by settlers for Athol, Massachusetts. 
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ATLANTA (Cowley) 260 -= Named from Atlanta, Georgia. 
ATTICA (Harper) 846 == Named by Richard Botkin from the ancient division in Greece. 


*ATWOOD (Rawlins) 1,685 -- Founded in 1878, the town was named for Atwood Matheny, 
son of the town's founder, James Matheny. First located a 


mile and a half northeast of the present site, the town was 
moved in 1880. 


AUBURN (Shawnee) 100 -- Named for Auburn, New York. The name comes from an English 
poem, "The Deserted Village," by Oliver Goldsmith. It con- 
tains the line, "Sweet Auburn, lovliest village of the plain." 


AUGUSTA (Butler) 6,532 -- Named for Augusta, the wife of C. N. James, who, with 
Leonard Shamleffer, purchased land and set up a trading 
post on the site now occupied by the town, in 1868. 


AURORA (Cloud) 155 -- Named from Aurora, Illinois. The word comes from Latin and 
means "dawn," "morning," or “east.” 


AXTELL (Marshall) 528 -- Named for Dr. Jesse Axtell, an official of the St. Joseph 
and Grand Island Railroad Company. 


BAILEYVILLE (Nemaha) 130 -- First called Haytown when settled in 1880, largely by 
Germans, because it was a shipping point for prairie hay, 
* the name of the town was changed to honor Monroe Bailey, 
a substantial farmer, who laid out the present town on 
the Union Pacific Railroad and donated a piece of land 
for a cemetery. . 


BAKER (Brown) 28 -- So named because the town was built on land belonging to the 
estate of C. D. Baker. 


BALA (Riley) 100 -- Named by Welsh settlers for a township of this name in northern 
Wales, England. \ 
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BALDWIN (Douglas) 1,741 <= Platted 1854, first called Palmyra, the town was later 
renamed Baldwin for John Baldwin of Berea; Ohio, who 
established a sawmill here in 1858. 


BANGOR (Miami) -- For Bangor, Maine. 


BARBER COUNTY (1873) ~-- Named for Thomas W. Barber, a Free State settler of Douglas 
F County. 


BARNARD (Lincoln) 207 -=- Named for J. F. Barnard, general manager of a subsidary of 
the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


BARNES (Washington) 267 -- For A. S. Barnes who built and operated the first lumber 
yard here. 


BARTLETT (Labette) 144 -- Named in honor of Robert A. Bartlett, a native of Indiana, 
who first homesteaded here and later gave the land for the 


town site. 
BARTON COUNTY (1872) -- For Clara Barton, (1821-1912), of Massachusetts, who won dis- 


tinction in the Civil War as a nurse, and who was largely 
responsible for the founding of the American Red Crosse 
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BASEHOR (Leavenworth) 211 -- Laid out in 1889, named for brothers Ephraim and Ruben 
Basehor, who settled here from Pennsylvania in 1854. 


BAVARIA (Saline) 200 -- Named by settlers for the state of Bavaria, in Germany. 


BAXTER SPRINGS (Cherokee) 4,239 -- Named after A. Baxter, who built a sawmill near a 
spring on the present town site in 1850. he also 
built a small tavern here which he operated for 
some time. When a town was built up about his 
property it was named for him. 


BAZAAR (Chase) 61 -=- Established 1865 about one mile southwest of the present town 
site, the town was first called Mary. It was later renamed by 
Martha J. Leonard, wife of Dr. M. R. Leonard, for the fact that 
she had owned a shop or bazaar in Pennsylvania in which she 
sold pretty, fancy work and infant clothing. 


BAZINE (Ness) 471 -=- In 1874 a Post Office was opened here in the dugout of Sam Pepine 
which was called Bezonia or Bezonae It was later changed by 
John Farnsworth, the second Postmaster, in honor of General 
Francois Bazaine, of the French Army, who had served in the 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870, whom Farnsworth greatly admired. 
The second "a" in some manner was dropped from the name, however. 


BEATTIE (Marshall) 327 -- Named for A. Beattie who was the mayor of St. Joseph, Miss- 
ouri, in 1870. 


BEAUMONT (Butler) 150 -- A French word meaning “beautiful mountain." 
BEAVER (Barton) 100 -- A name adopted by the Indians as a personal as well as tribal 


name, because of the widespread presence of the animal, and 
selected by settlers as the name of their town. 


BEELER (Ness) 97 -- So named in honor of its founder, a Mre Beeler. 

BELLAIRE (Smith) 85 -- Named for Bellaire, Ohio. 

BELLEFONT (Ford) 100 -- A French word meaning “beautiful spring." 

BELLE PLAINE (Sumner) 1,706 -- A French expression meaning "beautiful plain." There 
is also a story that the town was named in honor of 
an early land owner named Belle, and because the area 


was so level “Plaine” was added. 


*BELLEVILLE (Republic) 2,885 -- Founded in 1869, named in honor of Arabelle Tutton, 
wife of one of the first settlers, A. B. Tutton. 


BELMONT (Kingman) 42 -- Named by settlers for Belmont, Massachusetts. 
*BELOIT (Mitchell) 3,842 -- First called Willow Springs when founded in 1868, the 
name was changed in 1872 for Beloit, Wisconsin, the former 


home of T. F. Hersey, a town promoter. 


BELPRE (Edwards) 236 -- Established 1879, the name is French meaning “beautiful 
prairie." 


BELVIDERE (Kiowa) 125 -=- Named for Belvidere, Illinois. The name is Italian and 
means "beautiful view." 


BELVUE (Pottawatomie) 176 -- A French word meaning “beautiful view." 
4 oe 


BENDENA (Doniphan) 84 -- Founded 1886, named by the first Rock Island Railroad agent 
here for his best girl, who afterward jilted him. 


BENNINGTON (Ottawa) 545 -- Named for Bennington, Vermont, the home of Ethan Allen. 
BENTLEY (Sedgwick) 250 -- Founded 1886 by, and named for, O. H. Bentley, land owner. 


BENTON (Butler) 442 -- Settled in 1884, the town was named for Benton Murdock, pioneer 
and prominent settler of Butler County. 


BERLIN (Bourbon) 10 -- Named by its founders for the capital city of Germany. 
BERN (Nemaha) 207 -- Established 1888, named by Swiss settlers for Bern, Switzerland. 
BERRYTON (Shawnee) 78 -- Founded 1888, named for George Washington Berry. 


BETHEL (Wyandotte) 100 -- Named from Bethel in Palestine. It is a Hebrew word meaning 
“The House of God,” or “hallowed spot." 


BEULAH (Crawford) 55 -- Founded 1874, its settlers gave the town this scriptural name. 


BEVERLY (Lincoln) 229 -- Founded 1885, named by an early settler, Volney Ball, for 
his home town of Beverly, Massachusetts. 


BIG BOW (Stanton) 45 -- Named by the Santa Fe Railway for a Chief of the Kiowa Indians. 
The first train came through here on January 1, 1923. 


BIGELOW (Marshall) 225 -=- Named for an early settler, George Bigelow. 
BIG HILL (Labette) -- So named from an early landmark. Post Office established 1868. 


4 BIG SPRINGS (Douglas) 50 -- Named for springs that were located here in the 1850s but 
which are now dry. The spot was also the site of a trading 
post and provided a watering spot on the California Road. 
The town grew up about the trading post. 


BIRCH (Anderson) -- So named from the presence of such trees in the area. 
BIRD CITY (Cheyenne) 659 -=- Named for John Bird, founder of the town. 
BIRMINGHAM (Jackson) 20 -- Named for Birmingham, England. 


BISON (Rush) 276 -- First named Buffalo in 1888 for the buffalo which roamed the 
prairies at that time, the town's name was changed to Bison 
because there was already a town named Buffalo in Kansas. 


BLAINE (Pottawatomie) 120 -~ Named for James G. Blaine, statesman, politician, and 
twice Secretary of State of the United States. 


BLAIR (Doniphan) 100 -- Founded 1869, named for Joel P. Blair, owner of the town site. 
BLOCK (Miami) 15 -=- Named in honor of John Block, an early Miami County settler. 


BLOOM (Ford) 96 -- Established 1885 on land which had been homesteaded by Frank 
Vanderslice, the town was first called Bloomsburg for Bloomsburg, 
Pennsylvania, from where Mr. Vanderslice had emigrated. The name 
B of the town was later shortened to Bloom. 


BLOOMINGTON (Osborne) 30 -- When settlers arrived here the beautiful setting of this 
site on the south branch of the Solomon River suggested to 
them “a blooming valley," so the name "Bloomington" was 
decided upon as a name for their settlement. 
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BLUE OUND (Linn) 359 -- Platted 1882, named by John Q. Adams, the first Postmaster, 
for a nearby hill about 50 feet high which, at a distance, 
appears to be blue in color. 


BLUE RAPIDS (Marshall) 1,309 -- Settled by industrial-minded pioneers from New York, 
> the town was named for the rapids of the Big Blue 
River on which it is located. A dam was built here. 


BLUFF CITY (Harper) 147 -- Named from Bluff Creek, on which the town is located. 


BODARC (Butler) 6 -- A corruption of the French bois d'arc, meaning “a thorny shrub or 
small tree," usually designated as the Osage Orange (hedge) tree. 


BODAVILLE (Riley) 2 -- Named for William Boda, the first settler here, who built and 
ran a store. The store was opened sometime between 1875 and 
1885 but the Post Office was not established until July 26, 1895. 


BOGUE (Graham) 253 -=- Founded in 1888, the town was named in honor of a Union Pacific 
Railroad locomotive engineer. 


BOICOURT (Linn) 40 -- Established about 1869, first called Barnard. Since there was 
already a town of this name in Kansas, the name was changed to 
Boicourt in 1892 in honor of a prominent farmer who owned a 
large farm just east of the town. 


BOLTON (Montgomery) 50 -- Founded 1886 by the Arkansas Valley Town and Land Company, 
named in honor of Jeff Bolt, an early and prominent settler 
and sheep raiser. 


- BONACCORD (Dickinson) -- A name meaning good will, good fellowship, agreement. 
BONITA (Johnson) 15 -- A Spanish word meaning "beautiful." 


BONNER SPRINGS (Wyandotte) 3,120 -- First called "Tiblow" for Henry Tiblow, a Delaware 
Indian who ran a ferry across the Kaw River at 
this point, later changed to Bonner in honor of 
Robert Bonner, horseman and editor of The New York 
Ledger. As there was also a spring here, the 
“Springs” part of the name was added. 


BOURBON COUNTY (1855) -- For Bourbon County, Kentucky, which received its name from 
the Bourbon dynasty in France. 


BOYD (Barton) 10 -= So named for the man of this name who donated land for the town. 


BOYLE (Jefferson) 8 -- Named in honor of John Boyle, who settled here from Ohio about 
1861 and who gave the Leavenworth, Kansas and Western Railroad 
(which later became part of the Union Pacific), land for a 
right of way through his farm, as well as land for a station 
site and siding, and also was the town's Postmaster for a time. 


BRAINERD (Butler) 32 -- Founded in 1885 by, and named for, E. B. Brainerd. 


SRAZILTON (Crawford) 100 -- Named for Thomas Brazil who, together with H. M. Clark, 
owned the town site. 


BREEZY HILL (Crawford) 125 -- A name descriptive of the site on which it was founded. 


SREMEN (iiarshall) 75 -- Named by its founders for the pre-World War I large shipping 
center in Germany. 
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BRENNER (Doniphan) -- Founded 1872, named for Jacob Brenner, an early settler. 


BREWER (Ottawa) 2 -- Founded 1887 as a station on the Santa Fe Railway, named by 
officials of the road for Mrs. Blades, on whose land it is lo- 


roe As Miss Thirza A. Brewer she homesteaded the quarter in 


BREWSTER (Thomas) 341 -- Founded 1886, named for a General Brewster who was a super= 
intendent of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


BRIDGEPORT (Saline) 60 -- Named by settlers for Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
BRONSON (Bourbon) 416 -- Named for Ira D. Bronson of Fort Scott. 


BROCKVILLE (Saline) 247 -- Founded 1867, believed named by an official of the Union 
Pacific Railroad, which later became the Kansas Pacific, 
and still later reverted to the Union Pacific again, for 
the little brook which meanders through the town. The 
name is a descriptive one applied to a number of towns in 
the United States. 


BROUGHTON (Clay) 75 -- Named by settlers for Broughton, Illinois. 


BROWN COUNTY (1855) -- Named for United States Senator O. H. Browne of Mississippi. 
Thes"e" was later dropped, probably accidentally, in records. 


BROWNELL (Ness) 137 -- Named for a Missouri Pacific Railroad attorney. 


BUCKEYE (Dickinson) 12 -= Named by Ohio settlers for the nickname of their home state. 
The buckeye is a horse chestnut tree bearing a dark brown 
nut, very much like the eye of a buck deer. 


BUCKLIN (Ford) 715 -- Established 1885, first called Corbett, the name was changed 
to Bucklin for Bucklin Township in which it is located. The 
township received its name from an early settler. 


BUCYRUS (Miami) 95 -- Named by its founders for Bucyrus, Ohio. 


BUFFALO (Wilson) 422 -- Many years ago a creek west of the town's present site was a 
watering spot for hundreds of wild buffalo. Settlers named 
the creek, and the town, which was founded in 1867, Buffalo 
for this reason. 


BUHLER (Reno) 901 -- Incorporated in 1913, Buhler was named for Abraham Buhler, owner 
. and operator of a hardware store, and the town's founder. 


BUNKER HILL (Russell) 218 -- Established 1871 by an Ohio colony, the town was named 
for Bunker Hill, Ohio, which received its name from the 
famous battle of the Revolution. 


BURDEN (Cowley) 670 -- Named for Robert F. Burden, a leading member of the town com- 
pany. 

BURDETT (Pawnee) 250 -- First known as Brown's Grove for a Dr. Brown who homesteaded 

here in 1876 or 1877. When the A.T.&S.F. Railway was built 

in 1886, the settlement was moved one-half mile to be on the 


railroad, and was renamed at that time in honor of Robert Je 
Burdette, author and humorist. The final "e" was subsequent~ 


ly dropped. 
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BURDICK (Morris) 114 -- A Swedish community founded about 1880, the town was first 
called Linsdalee In 1887 it was renamed by an official of 
the Santa Fe Railway to honor his sweetheart, whose last 


name was Burdick. 


BURLINGAME (Osage) 1,081 -- Founded 1855, the town was first called Council City. 
When surveyed in 1857 it was renamed in honor of Anson 
Burlingame, who later was U. S. Minister to China. 


*BURLINGION (Coffey) 2,154 -- Incorporated 1857, named after Burlington, Vermont, by 


O. E. Learnard, an early settler. 


BURNS (Marion) 310 -=- Established 1878 by German Roman Catholics of the St. Boni- 
facius Homestead Association of Cincinnati, Ohio, the town was 
first called St. Francis City. When the Santa Fe Railway 
arrived here the name was changed to Burns in honor of an off- 
icial of the railroad since there was already a town by the 
name of St. Francis in Kansas. 


BURR OAK (Jewell) 505 -- Established 1870, the town was named by James McCormick from 
Burr Oak Creek, which received its name from the many burr 
oak trees along its banks. 


BURRTON (Harvey) 794 -- Named for I. T. Burr, vice president of the A.T. & S.F. 
Rablway. 


BUSH CITY (Anderson) 75 -= Post Office established here in 1880. The town was first 
called Haskell in honor of Dudley C. Haskell, Republican 
Representative in the U.S. Congress. The railroad was 
built through the area in 1886 and in 1887 the town was 
moved to be on the railroad and the name was changed to 
Bush City in honor of Colonel L. L. Bush, of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, part owner of the town site. 


BUSHONG (Lyon) 59 -=- Named by a Missouri Pacific Railroad construction contractor 


for "Doc" Bushong, the catcher of the championship St. Louis 
Browns baseball team of the 1880s. 


BUSHTON (Rice) 521 -- When first founded the town was called Sorghum. It was later 
changed to Bushton, this name being inspired by an attractive 
row of hedge bushes that extended from one end of the site to 
the other. 


BUTLER COUNTY (1855) -- Named for Andrew P. Butler, United States Senator from South 
Carolina. 


BYERS (Pratt) 52 -=- Established 1914, named for O. P. Byers of Hutchinson. 


CADMUS (Linn) 15 -=- Named for the mythical Prince of Phoenicia who slew a dragon and 
planted its teeth, from which armed men sprang. 


CAIRO (Pratt) 10 -=- Named for Cairo, Illinois. 


CALDWELL (Sumner) 1,835 -- Founded 1871, named for Senator Alexander Caldwell of 
Leavenworth. 


CALISTA (Kingman) 15 -- A Greek word meaning "most beautiful." 


CAMBRIDGE (Cowley) 161 -- Named for the English University town. 
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CAMPUS (Gove) 11 -- Founded about 1884 by a colony composed of Swedes and Danes, the 


settlement was first called Elizabeth. Later changed to Campus, 
which is a Latin word meaning “a field." 


CANADA (Marion) 40 -- Named by German-Canadian settlers for the country from which 
they had emigrated. 


CANEY (Montgomery) 2,795 -- Founded 1871, on Caney Creek, the town was first called 
Cana which was later changed to Caneyville. Still later 
the name was shortened to Caney. All names were inspired 
by the canebrakes which grew along Caney Creek. 


CANTON (iMcPherson) 759 <= Settled in 1879, the town was named for Canton, Ohio, which 
; _Teceived its name from the city in China. 


CARBONDALE (Osage) 637 =~ Founded 1869 by the Carbon Coal Company, which had exten- 
sive coal mining operations in this vicinity, the town 
was so named because of the fact that it was located in a 
coal mining district and for the company. 


CAREY LAKE (Reno) -=- From the Carey Salt Company. 


CARLTON (Dickinson) 73 -- Named for a blacksmith that operated a nearby Post Office 
at the time the town was founded. 


CARONA (Cherokee) 300 -- When first founded, called Folsom. This name was later 
changed to Carbona, the first syllable denoting the coal 
industry which inspired the settlement here. Somewhere 
along the line the "“b" was dropped. 


CASTLETON (Reno) 70 <= Named by C. C. Hutchinson for Castleton, Vermont, which was 
the home town of his wife, Gertrude. 


CATHERINE (Ellis) 525 -- Founded in 1876, named by German-Russian settlers for 
Empress Catherine the Great. 


CAWKER CITY (Mitchell) 698 -= Founded in 1870, the town was named as the result of a 
poker game played by several of the founders. It was 
decided that the winner was to have the town named in 
his honor, and E. H. Cawker was the winner. 


CEDAR (Smith) 77 -- Founded in 1871, the town was so named because the hills and 
creek north of the town site were covered with cedar trees. 


CEDAR BLUFFS (Decatur) 41 -- So named from the cedar trees on a bluff south and east 
of the town. 


CEDAR POINT (Chase) 93 -- Established 1862, first called Cedar Grove, the name was 
later changed to Cedar Point. This name was inspired by 
the large number of cedar trees in the area and because 
it is located near the point where Cedar Creek flows into 


the Cottonwood River. 


CEDAR VALE (Chautauqua) 852 -- Laid out in 1870 and located in the Caney Valley, the 
town was so named because a great number of cedar 
trees were growing in the vicinity at the time. 


CENTERVILLE (Linn) 200 -- Surveyed 1888, so named by Postmaster James M. Arthur 
because it was located midway between the towns of Perry 


Medinae 
and Medina asary Re 


CENTRALIA (Nemaha) 563 -- So named because it was situated in the center of Home 
Township. 


CENTROPOLIS (Franklin) 81 -- From "center" and “polis," (a Greek word meaning Seared 
» The town was so named because its founders envisioned it 
becoming the county seat, the territorial capital, and 
eventually, the capital of the state. None of these 
lofty ambitions, however, was achieved. 


CHALK (Wabaunsee) 10 -- So named from the numerous chalk deposits in this vicinity. 


CHANUTE (Neosho) 10,755 -= Named for Octave Chanute, a young railroad construction 
engineer, who later was active in the development of 
_ aviation and became the foremost pioneer aeronautical ex- 
pert. Chanute was formed by combining four small settle- 
ments into the one town. 


CHAPMAN (Dickinson) 1,274 -= Settled in 1871, so named because it was situated near 
the mouth of Chapman Creek. The creek received its 
name from an early settler. 


CHARDON (Rawlins) 3 -= Organized 1887 by J. B. McGonical, who named the town after 
his home town of Chardon, Ohio. 


CHASE COUNTY (1859) -=- Named for Salmon P. Chase, (1808-1873), who, at various times, 
served as Governor of Ohio, United States Senator, Secretary 
of the Treasury, and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 


CHASE (Rice) 928 -=- Named for an official of the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


“) CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY (1875) -- Named for Chautauqua County, New York, the former home 
of Edward Jacquins, member of the Kansas Legislature, 
who introduced the bill for its creation. This county 
was created out of a portion of what was first called 
Godfrey County, named for Bill Godfrey, a noted trader 
among the Osage Indians. This was later changed to 
Howard County in honor of Major General O. O. Howard. 
The bill introduced by Mr. Jacquins, who was from Howard 
County, divided Howard into Chautauqua and Elk Counties. 


CHAUTAUQUA (Chautauqua) 193 -- The town was named for the county, which was named for 
Chautauqua County, New York. Chautauqua is an Indian 
word meaning “clear water." 


CHELSEA (Butler) -- From the town of this name in England. 


CHENEY (Sedgwick) 1,053 -=- Named for Benjamin P. Cheney, a director of the A.1T.&S.F. 
Railway, 1873 to 1894, 


CHEROKEE COUNTY (1866) -- Named for the Cherokee Tribe of Indians, from the fact that 
a large portion of the "Cherokee Neutral Lands" reservation 
was included in the area of this county. 


CHEROKEE (Crawford) 862 -- Founded 1870, named from the Cherokee Indians and because 
it was believed that the town was in Cherokee County. 
Later surveys proved it to be in Crawford County, however. 


CHERRYVALE (Montgomery) 2,933 -- Founded in 1871 by the Kansas City, Leavenworth and 
‘Southern Kansas Railroad Company, so named because 
it is situated in the valley of Cherry Creek. 
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CHETOPA (Labette) 1,532 -- Founded in 1857 on a site once occupied by an Osage Indian 

village, named for an Osage Chief by the first white settler, 
Dr. George Lisle, who was friendly with the Chief. There 
is, however, another version that states that the name comes 
from the combination of the Indian words "che," meaning 
“houses," and “topa," meaning "four," and that the town was 

founded on a site formerly occupied by the dwellings of 
four wives of the Indian Chief. 


CHEYENNE COUNTY (1886) -- Named after the Cheyenne Indian Tribe. 
CHICOPEE (Crawford) 100 -- Named for Chicopee, Massachusetts. 


CHILES (Miami) 40 -- Named in honor of an early Miami County settler of this name. 


CICERO (Sumner) 40 -- Named for Cicero, Illinois. 


{CIMARRON (Gray) 1,066 -- Spanish for “wild” or “unruly.” The town was so named because 
it was situated near the old Cimarron River crossing and be- 
cause it grew up at the beginning point of the Cimarron cut- 
off of the Santa Fe Trail. 


CIRCLEVILLE (Jackson) 157 -- There are two versions of how this town, which was 
settled in 1863, received its name. One is that it was 
$0 called because its settlers had been circling around 
the prairie looking for a suitable town site and another 
version is that it was named for Circleville, Ohio, from 
where its first settlers had emigrated. 


CLAFLIN (Barton) 900 -=- Founded in 1882, first called Guils City for an elderly woman 
who lived here and bought stock in the railroad. In 1888 the 
" name of the town was changed to Claflin which was the maiden 
name of the wife of one of the town’s surveyors, O. P. Hamilton. 


CLARE (Johnson) 10 -- Established as a siding on the Santa Fe Railway in 1858, the 
settlement here is believed to have been named for a local land 
ownere 


CLARENDON (Barton) -- Named after the city of this name in Iowa. 


CLARK COUNTY (1885) -- Named for Charles F. Clarke, Captain and Adjutant General of 
U.S. Volunteers, who died at Memphis, Tennessee on December 10, 
1862. The “e" was subsequently dropped. 


CLAUDELL (Smith) 20 -- Founded November 18, 1898, named for the Claudell family. 


SLAY COUNTY (1866) -- Named for Henry Clay; distinguished statesman and United States 
Senator from Kentucky, who died in 1852. 


SLAY CENTER (Clay) 4,646 -- Founded in 1862, so named for its location near the 
approximate center of Clay County. 


CLAYTON (Norton) 133 -- Established 1878 one mile north of the present town site, Lt 
was moved ten years later to be on the Rock Island Railroad 
when it built through this area. It is believed that the 
name of the town comes from the clay banks along Prairie Dog 
Creek, on which the town is located. 


SLEARWATER (Sedgwick) 1,050 -- Named from the Ninnescah River. Ninnescah is an Indian 
word meaning "clear water." ; 
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"7 EMENTS (Chase) 40 -- First known as Hunt's Station in 1672, the town was laid out in 
1882 by Joseph L. Crawford and christened Crawfordsville. In 
1883 the name was changed to Clements in honor of H. C. Clements 
an auditor of the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


) CLIFTON (Washington) 791 -- Laid out by Rufus Berry in 1870, the town was named by 
settlers for a government surveyor named Clifton. The 
town was founded from the remnants of a former town which 


had been settled in Clay County in 1859. 


CLIMAX (Greenwood) 91 -- First called Bell Grove, the settlement was renamed Climax 
because of its elevated location. 


CLINION (Douglas) 25 -- Named after Clinton, lowa. 
CLONMEL (Sedgwick) 12 -- From a municipal borough of County Tipperary in Ireland. 


CLOUD COUNTY (1867) -- Named for Colonel William F. Cloud of the 2nd Regiment, Kansas 
Volunteers. When first organized in 1860 this county was known 
as Shirley in honor of Jane Shirley of Leavenworth. The name 
was changed to Cloud in 1867. 


CLYDE (Cloud) 1,053 -- Founded 1866, first called Hamilton, changed in 1867 to Clyde 
for the river in Scotland by a settler of Scotch ancestry. 


CLYDESDALE (Norton) 9 -- So mamed for the valley of the upper Clyde River in Scotland. 
COALVALE (Crawford) 50 -- From the coal deposits and mining operations in this area. 
COAL VALLEY (Cherokee) 50 -- So named because it was situated in a coal mining area. 


COATS (Pratt) 255 -- Founded July 7, 1887, named for William A. Coats, an official 
of the Santa Fe Railway. 


CODELL (Rooks) 200 -- Situated on the Union Pacific Railroad, the name of the town 
was selected by railroad officials and means a “dell" or “glen” 
-- hence "a retired glen." 


COFFEY COUNTY (1859) -- Named for Colonel A. M. Coffey, a member of the first Kansas 
Territorial Legislature, who died at Dodge City in 1879. 


COFFEYVILLE (Montgomery) 17,935 -- Named for James A. Coffey who built a house and 
trading post here in 1869. Cattlemen and cowboys 
who flocked to the place by the scores called it 
"Cow Town" as a settlement had grown up about 
Coffey's place as a result of the railroad being 
built through. In 1871, Octave Chanute acquired 
a tract of land north of Cow Town and started a 
town. Soon after the two towns were joined as one 
‘and incorporated under the name of Coffeyville, in 
honor of the first person to settle here. 


COKAN (Greeley) -- So named from its position near the Colorado-Kansas border, the 
word is formed from the first syllables of the two state names. 


“COLBY (Thomas) 4,124 -= Incorporated in 1886, the town was named for J. R. Colby, an 
early settler who had a Post Office three miles south. He 
agreed to move the site to its present location if the town 
would be named for him, 


*COLDWATER (Comanche) 1,067 -- Named for a town in Michigan from where some of the first 
settlers had emigrated. 
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COLEMAN (Sedgwick) -- Named for W. C, Coleman of Wichita. 

COLFAX (Chautauqua) -- For Schuyler Colfax, Vice President of the United States, 1869 

to 1873. : 

COLLANO (Meade) 14 -- A name formed from the last names of the two men who founded the 
town = "Coll" from Collingwood and "ano" from Gano. 


COLLYER (Trego) 280 -- Founded in 1878 by a soldier and sailor colony from Chicago 


and named for the president of the organization, the Rev. 
Robert Collyer. 


COLONY (Anderson) 388 -- When first founded the town was called Divide because it 

was built on an elevation dividing the waters of the Miss- 
ouri and Arkansas Rivers. The name was changed in 1872 to 
Colony because a colony of settlers arrived here in that 
year from Ohio and Indiana. 


*COLUMBUS (Cherokee) 3,286 -- Founded in 1871, named for Columbus, Ohio, by A. V. 
Peters, a settler who had come from there. Prior to 
the final name selected, the town had been known as 
Center and, at another period, Centrailia. 


COLWICH (Sedgwick) 660 -- A name composed of the first syllables of the Colorado and 


Wichita Railroad Company, an early day road that built 
through the town. 


COMANCHE COUNTY (1885) -- Named for the Comanche Indian Tribe. 
COMO (Cloud) 24 -- Named from Lake Como, in Italy. 


*CONCORDIA (Cloud) 7,150 -- Organized in 1870, the town was so named because of the 
harmony and unanimity which prevailed at the meeting of 
the town company at which it was organized. This was 
rather an unusual happening because most such meetings 
were marked by discord, argument, and even violence due 
to competition of various towns desiring to be the county 
seat. At this meeting, however, Concordia was designated 
the county seat with no trouble of any kind. 


CONNELL (Sedgwick) 20 -- Named for J. M. Connell, general passenger agent of the 
A.1 .&S.F. Railway. 


CONWAY SPRINGS (Sumner) 1,107 -- When first founded the town was called Northfield. 
It was moved in 1885 to be on the Missouri Pacific 

Railroad which had built through one mile east, and 
renamed Conway Springs for the springs located there 
at the time. The name Conway came from Conway Town- 
ship, in which the town was located, and which was 
named by an early settler for his home town of 
Conway, New Hampshire. 


COOLIDGE (Hamilton) 104 -- Named for Thomas J. Coolidge, at one time president of the 
A.1.&S.F. Railway. 


} COPELAND (Gray) 247 -- Founded in 1912, named for E. L. Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


CORBIN (Sumner) 100 -- Named by settlers for Corbin, Kentucky. 


CORINTH (Qsborne) 3 -- From the city of this name in ancient Greece. 
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CORLISS (Johnson) 50 -- First called Cedar Junction, the town was renamed in honor of 
the Corliss family who had extensive holdings in the area. 


| CORNING (Nemaha) 243 -- Named for Erastus Corning, a prominent railroad builder of 
New York. 


CORONADO (Wichita) <= Named in honor of Don Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, who ex~ 
plored what is now Kansas in 1541 in search of Quivira. 


CORWIN (Harper) 110 -- For O. A. Corwin, who operated a store and Post Office near 
here when the town was settled. 


*COTTONWOOD FALLS (Chase) 954 -- Named for the nearby falls in the Cottonwood River. 


*COUNCIL GROVE (Morris) 2,597 -- Named by U.S. Commissioners who met at a wooded spot 
along the Neosho River with emissaries of the Osage 
Indian Tribe to negotiate for a treaty for safe pass- 
age of westward moving caravans. The name was taken 
from this "council" and the grove of oak trees which 
occupied the present town site. The signing of the 
treaty with the Indians took place in 1825. 


COURTLAND (Republic) 408 -- First settled in 1895 one mile north of the present town 
site and called Prospect, the town was moved when the 
Rock Island Railroad was built and renamed "Cortland" for 
Cortland, New York, the former home of Fred S. Cooper, 
who was instrumental in getting the railroad to build 
through here. The spelling of the town name was changed 
to its present form, probably through clerical error. 


ie COVERT (Osborne) 75 -- Named from Covert Creek on which the town is located. The 
name means, “covered over” or “hidden and sheltered.” 


COWLEY COUNTY (1870) -= Named in memory of Matthew Cowley, lst Lieutenant of Co. I, 
9th Kansas Cavalry, who died in service at Little Rock, Ark- 
ansas, in 1864. Before being renamed this county had been 
named Hunter after R. M. T. Hunter, of Virginia. 


COYVILLE (Wilson) 124 -- A Post Office was established here in 1865 in a store ran 
by Oscar Coy together with P. P. Steele. The office was 
first known as Coy‘s and when the town grew up about the 
place, the name was changed to Coyville. 


CRAIG (Johnson) 26 -= Established in 1858 as a siding on the Santa Fe Railway, it is 
believed that the settlement here was named in honor of a local 
land owner. 


CRAVENSVILLE (Cherokee) 10 -=- Established as a station on the Northeast Oklahoma 
Railroad when it built a line from Picher, Oklahoma to 
Columbus, Kansas, in 1922, believed to have been named 
fer the owner of the land on which it was built. 


CRAWFORD COUNTY (1867) -- Named for Samuel J. Crawford, Governor of Kansas 1865-1868. 
Crawford County was created out of the northern half of 
e) Cherokee County which, prior to this, had reached to 
Bourbon County. 


CRAWFORD (Rice) 21 -- Named in honor of one of the first settlers here. 
CRESTLINE (Cherokee) 200 -=- Settled in 1875, named for Crestline, Ohio, by Henry 


Wiggins. 
Mies 


CRITZER (Linn) -- Named after a Missouri Pacific Railroad engineer. 


CROWEBURG (Crawford) 250 -- Named for the owner of the Crowe Coal Mine Company that 
had operations here at the time of settlement. 


) CRYSTAL SPRINGS (Harper) 64 -- Named for a very clear spring nearby. 


CUBA (Republic) 353 -- Founded 1873 two miles south of the present location, it was 
first called Kuba for a settler of this name. Because people 
hearing the name naturally assumed it was spelled “Cuba" as 
is the country of that name, through usage, the "K" became "C" 
officially. The town was moved to its present site in 1884 
to be on the C.B.&Q. Railroad. 


CULLISON (Pratt) 174 == Founded 1885 by, and named for, James B,. Cullison, a young 


lawyer who was the first settler in the immediate area in 
the previous year, 1884. 


CULVER (Ottawa) 194 -- Established 1878, named for George Culver, one of its first 
settlers, 


CUMMINGS (Atchison) 37 -- Founded 1872, named for William Cummings, a resident of 
the town. While the town name was at first officially 
Cummingsville, most people referred to the town as 
"COmmings." The practice became universal and about the 
turn of the century the Post Office Department made the 
name "Cummings" official. 


CUNNINGHAM (Kingman) 649 -- Established 1886, the town was first called Ninnescah, 
but this was changed later to Cunningham in honor of an 
5 early settler. 


DAMAR (Rooks) 373 -- Settled by French Canadians, the name of one of their number 
was selected for the town 


DANVILLE (Harper) 119 -- Established 1880, first called Coleville for Mrs. E. J. 
Cole, who laid it out, the name was changed later to 
Danville in honor of Mrs. Cole's son, Dan, and also for the 
reason that many of the early settlers came from Danville, 
Ohio. 


DEARING (Montgomery) 231 -- So named by one of the first settlers here, a Mr. Andrews, 
as a tribute to a neighbor, a Mr. Dearing. 


DECATUR COUNTY (1879) -=- Named for Commodore Stephen Decatur, distinguished naval 
officer, killed in a duel in 1820 with another naval officer. 


DEERFIELD (Kearny) 447 -- There are two versions of how Deerfield was named. One 
authority says that it was named for the many deer (ante- 
lope) that roamed the Arkansas River one quarter mile south 
of the town site at the time the town was founded in 1880. 
Another authority states that Deerfield was named for an 
early day official of the A.T.8S.F. Railway. 


DELAVAN (Morri 00 -- First called Rex, the name of the town was changed by Henry 
3) iaaieneo Kingman, a land Canes for his home town of Delavan, Illinois. 


DELAWARE (Douglas) -- Named for the Delaware Indians, one of the emigrant tribes of 
Kansase 
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DELIA (Jackson) 170 == Established in 1905, the town was named for Mrs. Delia Cunnin- 
ghame 


DELLVALE (Norton) 18 -= A descriptive name applied to several towns in the United 
oy States. It means “a small retired valley." 


DELPHOS (Ottawa) 646 -=- Platted 1870, named for Delphos, Ohio, which received its 
name from the classical Delphos of Greece. 


DENISON (Jackson) 166 -- Founded 1887, the town site was owned by two speculators, 
A. D. Walker and Hollis Tucker. The town was named for 
Hollis Tucker's home town of Denison, Ohio. 


DENMARK (Lincoln) 35 -= Settled by Danes in 1869, the town was named for their an- 
cestral homeland. 


DENNIS (Labette) 212 -- Named for the owner of the land upon which the town now 
stands. 


DENSMORE (Norton) 66 == Founded 1874, named for its founder, John T. Densmore. 


DENTON (Doniphan) 204 -- Founded 1885, first called Dentonville, the name was later 
shortened to Denton. It was so named because it was situ- 
ated where the four Denton brothers from England laid out 
their homesteads. 


DERBY (Sedgwick) 6,339 -- Named from the town and county of this name in England. 


DeSOTO (Johnson) 1,225 -= Laid out in 1857, named for Hernando DeSoto, Spanish ex= 
e plorer and discoverer of the Mississippi River. 


DETROIT (Dickinson) 101 -- Named for Detroit, Michigan. 
DEVON (Bourbon) 125 -= Named for Devon, England. 


DEXTER (Cowley) 310 -- Organized 1870, Dexter was named for a trotting horse owned 
by Robert Bonner of The New York Ledger, who was a noted 
horseman. 


DIAMOND SPRINGS (Morris) 25 -- The springs located here provided the most important 
watering spot on the Santa Fe Trail. When discovered 
in 1827 by a survey party, its leader, Major George C. 
Sibley named it the “Diamond of the Plains." This 
name later became Diamond Springs and when the town 
grew up here the same name was given the town. 


DICKINSON COUNTY (1857) -= Named in honor of Daniel S. Dickinson, United States 
Senator from New York, who died in 1866. 


*DIGHTON (Lane) 1,580 -=- First named Watson for one of its founders but incorporated 
in 1887 as Dighton for Richard Deighton, who platted add- 
itional ground for the village. The "e" was dropped in the 
spelling of the town name. 


Ss DILLON (Dickinson) 55 -- Named for three brothers, George, Abner, and Charles Dillon, 
cattlemen and farmers, who did much to develop this area. 


DISPATCH (Smith) 12 -- Founded October 29, 1891 as a Dutch community, so named be= 
cause the mail was dispatched to and from Cawker City here. 
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*DODGE CITY (Ford) 12,653 -- Originally a railroad construction headquarters known as 
Buffalo City, located five miles west of Fort Dodge, the 
town site was laid out by A. A. Robinson, chief engineer 
of the Santa Fe Railway, and named Dodge City from Fort 

: Dodge, which had been named for Colonel Henry I. Dodge. 


DONIPHAN COUNTY (1855) -- Named in honor of Colonel A. W. Doniphan, (1808-1887), of 


Missouri, Mexican War cavalry regiment commander and pro- 
slaver. 


DONIPHAN (Doniphan) 150 -- Named from the county, which was named for Col. Doniphan. 


DORRANCE (Russell) 348 -- Founded 1871 when the railroad was built through this area, 
named for an official of the Kansas Pacific Railroad. 


DOUGLAS COUNTY (1855) -- Named in honor of Stephen A. Douglas, (1813-1861), United 
States Senator from Illinois, presidential candidate in 1860. 


DOUGLASS (Butler) 1,057 -- Laid out by, and named for, Joseph Douglass. 
DOVER (Shawnee) 100 -- Named from the town in England of this name. 


DOWNS (Osborne) 1,223 -- Named for Major William F. Downs, a local railroad superin- 
tendent at the time of its founding. 


DRESDEN (Decatur) 130 -=- Named by German settlers for their home in Saxony. 
DUBUQUE (Russell) -= Named for Dubuque, Iowa. 


DULUTH (Pottawatomie) 67 -- Named for Duluth, Minnesota, which received its name from 
7 Grecylon Du Luth, an early French explorer. 


DUNCAN (Miami) 10 -- For Duncan, Illinois, which was named for James H. Duncan, 
Congressman from Massachusetts, 1849-1853. 


DUNDEE (Barton) 54 -- Named from a seaport burgh of this name in Scotland. 
DUNKIRK (Crawford) -- Named by settlers for Dunkirk, New York. 
DUNLAP (Morris) 141 -=- Founded by, and named for, Joseph Dunlap, trader among Indians. 


DUQUOIN (Harper) 20 -=- Named for Du Quoin, Illinois, which received its name from a 
Chief of the Kaskaskia Indian Tribe. 


DURHAM (Marion) 192 -- Established 1859, this was a noted trading post and tavern on 
the Santa Fe Trail, first called Moore's Ranch for the operator, 
A. Ae Mooree The place later became the property of Albert 
Crane who called it “Durham Park Ranch." When, eventually, a 
settlement grew up about the place it was called Durham. The 
first Post Office here opened in 1887. 


DWIGHT (Morris) 341 -- Named for Dwight Rathbone, on whose land the Rock Island depot 
| was located. 


EARLTON (Neosho) 122 -- Established 1870, named for a settler by the name of Earle. 
4 First called “Earleton," the final “e" was subsequently dropped. 


l i i ditor 
EASTON (L rth) 302 -- Established 1854, named for General Lucien Eastin, e 
si ia aia s of The Kansas Herald. The name was changed by Governor 
Andrew Reeder for his home town of Easton, Pennsylvania. 
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EDGERTON (Johnson) 380 -- Formerly two towns, McCamish, three miles northeast, and 
Lanesfield, about one half mile west. When the Santa Fe 
Railway built through this area it skipped both towns, so 
they both moved to be on the railroad, combined, and named 
their new town Edgerton in honor of the chief engineer of 
the A.T.&S.F. Edgerton was established about 1870. 


EDMOND (Norton) 118 -=- So named because a salesman, Jack Edmond, gave a local store- 
keeper, who was a leading member of the town company, 40 sacks 
of flour to name the town for him. 


EDNA (Labette) 433 -- Founded in 1878, named for Edna Gragery, the only child of its 
first Postmaster. 


EDSON (Sherman) 56 -- Named for an early settler, Ed Harris, and his son. 


EDWARDS COUNTY (1874) -= Named in honor of W. C. and R. E. Edwards of Hutchinson, 
distinguished pioneers, who built the first brick building 
in the county at Kinsley. 


EDWARDSVILLE (Wyandotte) 519 -- Founded 1867, named for John H. Edwards, general 
passenger and ticket agent of the Union Pacific 
Railroad, who later was a State Senator from Ellis 
County. 
EFFINGHAM (Atchison) 582 -- Named for Effingham Nichols of Boston, a promoter of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, Central Branch. 


ELBING (Butler) 97 -- Named by settlers from a town of this name in East Prussia, 
Germany. 


*EL DORADO (Butler) 12,397 -- Spanish meaning “the gilded," said to be so named be- 


cause of a gorgeous sunset which impressed the first 
settlers here although another, but less widely accepted 
version is that the term referred to the fact that the 
settlers here believed the land to be very valuable. 

The town was first founded in 1857 by Captain J. Cracklin 
and a party of men on a site about a mile south of the 
present location. It was later moved to be near a 
sawmill on the Walnut River. 


ELGIN (Chautauqua) 164 -- Established 1869 by L. P. Getman, the town was named for 
Lord Elgin, who took the title from the county in Scotland. 


ELK (Chase) 10 -- Founded 1865, °so named because there were elk roaming the area at 
that time. 


ELK COUNTY (1875) -- Named for the Elk River which traversed its territory from 
northwest to southeast. Elk County was created out of the 
northern portion of what had been Howard County. 


ELK CITY (Montgomery) 490 -- Established 1869, so named because it lies in the valley 
of the Elk River. 


ELK FALLS (Elk) 203 -- Settled in 1870, named for a waterfall in the Elk River near 
the town site. 


ELKHART (Morton) 1,776 -- Settled in 1913, the town was named for Elkhart; Indiana. 
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ELLINOR (Chase) 20 -- Founded 1872 as a station on the Santa Fe Railway, the exact 
reason for the choice of the name is unknown but it is believed 
to have been the name of the wife of an official of the road. 


ELLINWOOD (Barton) 2,886 -- Platted 1871, named for Colonel John R. 


Ellinwood, eng- 
ineer of the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


ELLIS COUNTY (1867) -- Named in memory of George Ellis, lst Lieutenant of Co. I, 


12th Kansas Infantry, who was killed in battle at Jenkin's 
Ferry, Arkansas, on April 30, 1864, 


ELLIS (Ellis) 2,247 -- Established in 1867 on Big Creek as a railroad tank and pump= 
ing station, it was, like the county, named for lst Lt. George 
Ellis of the 12th Kansas Infantry, killed in the Civil War. 


ELLSWORTH COUNTY (1867) -- Named after Fort Ellsworth, a military post built on the 
| bank of the Smoky Hill River in 1864. Fort Ellsworth was 
named by General Curtis in honor of the officer who con- 
structed it, 2nd Lt. Allen Ellsworth of Co. H, 7th Iowa 
Cavalry. 


*ELLSWORTH (Ellsworth) 2,431 -= Founded in 1869 and named, like the county, for 2nd 
Lieutenant Allen Ellsworth of Co. H, 7th Iowa Cavalry. 


ELM (Labette) -- Platted July 21, 1886, the settlement here was originally called 
Elm City because of its location in Elm Grove Township. The name 
was later shortened to Elm. 


ELMDALE (Chase) 126 


- Incorporated in 1904, so named for the presence of many elm 
trees in this region, some of which had to be removed in order 
that the Santa Fe Railway could build through. 


ELMO (Dickinson) 64 -- First called Banner City, the name was changed to Elmo, suppos- 
edly for the town of this name in Italy. 


ELMONT (Shawnee) 52 Founded 1887, so named from the mound like formation on which 


it was located and the numerous elm trees growing there. 


- When founded in the early 1860s, called Elsinore for a little 
seaport town of this name in Denmark, and located northwest of 
the present site. The town was moved in 1887. The M.K.&T. 
Railroad built through the region in 1888-89. When the name 
of the town was to be painted on the new depot, someone handed 
the painter a piece of paper with “Elsinore” on it, but failed | 
to dot the "i" so that it looked like an "m" instead of "in." 
The mistake was not noticed until the painter had left and 
the name was never changed back. 


ELSMORE (Allen) 136 


i -- Originally the town was called Roseport by a promoter 
ee. ipeotagben) + 362 Peet sah who invested $10,000 in 1856 in the town site 
and induced others to do the same. It was a growing town 
when the directors discovered Rose was an ex-convict. For 
this reason they drove him away and put John B. Ellwood in 
charge of the town company, renaming the town in his honor. 


ELYRIA (McPherson) 50 -- Named by A. G. Smith for Elyria, Ohio. 


EMINENCE (Finney) 3 -- Named for Eminence, Kentucky. 


EMMETT i lers, the town was named 
omi 124 -- Founded in 1905 by Irish sett A 
Gatiastonie) for Robert Emmett of Ireland. 


i. 


*EMPORIA (Lyon) 15,353 -- Established 1857, named by George W. Brown, president of the 
town company and editor of the Lawrence "Herald of Freedom," 
for an ancient city in northern Africa which, according to 
history, was a place of great wealth and importance. 
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d ENGLEWOOD (Clark) 235 -- Named for Englewood, Illinois, the former home of C. D. 
Perry, one of the first settlers. 


ENSIGN (Gray) 265 -- Established in 1887 by, and named for, G. L. Ensign. 


ENTERPRISE (Dickinson) 1,108 -- Founded 1872, so named by one of its proprietors, 
C. B. Hoffman, to denote the policy of its settlers. 


*ERIE (Neosho) 1,380 -- There are two versions of how Erie, founded in 1866, received 
its name. One is that it was named from a small lake near the 
town site of this name, and the other is that it was named by 
settlers for Erie, Pennsylvania. The town was first called 
Erie City but this was later shortened to Erie. 


ESBON (Jewell) 247 -- Established 1877, it is told that the first child born in the 
community was a son of a family named Kellor. This baby was 
called Ezbon. The township took the name Ezbon in honor of this 
event and when the Rock Island Railroad was built the town of 
Ezbon was established. Subsequently, however, the "z" in the 
name was changed to "s." 


ESKRIDGE (Wabaunsee) 556 -- Named for C. V. Eskridge, the first purchaser of a town lot. 
ESSEX (Finney) -- Named for Essex County, England. 


i) EUDORA (Douglas) 1,559 -- Named for the daughter of Pascal Fish, a Pawnee Indian. 
The town was founded in 1857. 


*EUREKA (Greenwood) 4,138 -- Located 1857, the name is from Greek meaning “I have found 
it." So named by a settler who discovered a spring here. 


EVEREST (Brown) 405 -- Founded 1882, named for a courageous army officer, Colonel 
A. S. Everest. 


FACT (Clay) 20 -- So named when, about 1882, a committee of citizens, in stating their 
need for a Post Office at this location were asked by an apparently 
skeptical official, “Is that a fact?" He was assured that it was, 
whereupon one of the committee members spoke up to the effect, “Since 
we have not discussed what the new Post Office is to be called and 
since what has been stated is a fact, why not call it Fact?" It 
was at once decided upon that this was to be the name. 


FAIRDALE (Wyandotte) 75 -- A descriptive term meaning a beautiful vale or valley. 
FAIRMOUNT (Leavenworth) 75 -- Named by settlers for the location ("beautiful hill"). 


FAIRPORT (Russell) 50 -- A descriptive term applied to several towns in the U.S. It 
is indicative of a beautiful, desirable and promising haven. 


FAIRVIEW (Brown) 342 -- Established 1872 on the farm of O. Fountain, the town was 
# named by Mrs. O. Fountain for its fine outlook or "fair view" 
due to the fact that it lies on an elevation. 


FALL RIVER (Greenwood) 266 -=- Laid out in 1879, the town was named for the Fall River 
on which it is located. 
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FALUN (Saline) 83 -- Founded about 1871, named by Swedish settlers for a city of 
this name northwest of Stockholm in Sweden. 


FANNING (Doniphan) 44 -- Founded about 1870, believed to have been named for an 
official of the Atchison and Nebraska Railroad. 


FARLINVILLE (Linn) 25 ~- Surveyed April, 1884, named in honor of Alonzo Farlin who 
had a place west of the town site. 


FARMINGION (Atchison) 25 -- Named by its founders for Farmington, Illinois. 


FAULKNER (Cherokee) 60 -- Platted August 10, 1887, a station on the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad. Supposedly named in honor of an official. 


FETERITA (Stevens) 28 -- The word is of Sud. Arabic origin and is the name of a 
grain sorghum related to durra. 


FIAT (Elk) 5 -= Of Latin origin, the name means "let it be done," or "sanction." 


FIDELITY (Cherokee) <= Meaning "faithfulness" or "loyalty" -- a popular and commonly 
used name in the early days. 


FINNEY COUNTY (1884) -- Named in honor of David W. Finney, Lieutenant Governor of 
Kansas, January 1881 to January, 1885. This county was first 
called Sequoyah for the celebrated Cherokee Indian of this 
nama who invented the Cherokee alphabet. 


FLORENCE (Marion) 933 -- Established in 1870, the town was named for Mrs. Florence 
Crawford Capper, daughter of Governor S. J. Crawford (1865- 
1868) and the wife of Governor Arthur Capper (1915-1919). 


FLUSH (Pottawatomie) 15 -- First established two miles east in 1897, named Floersch 
for Michael Floersch, an early settler. When the Post 
Office was established in 1899 the name was simplified to 
its present form of "Flush," and the town was moved. 


FONTANA (Miami) 155 -- Named from a spring which was located about one-half mile 
west of the present town site and known as "Old Fountain." 


FORD COUNTY (1873) -- Named in honor of James H. Ford, Colonel of the 2nd Colorado 
Cavalry and Brevet Brigadier General of U.S. Volunteers. 


FORD (Ford) 244 -- Like the county, the town was named for Colonel James H. Ford of 
the 2nd Colorado Cavalry. 


FORMOSO (Jewell) 224 -- Established 1889, the name is of Greek derivation meaning 
"Place of Beauty" or "Beautiful Valley." The story is told 
that this name was decided upon by settlers who topped a 
small rise and, seeing the site, decided upon it as a beaut- 
iful place to settle. 


FORT DODGE (Ford) 400 -- A fort established by the government in 1864 to protect 
travelers from frequent Indian raids at a favorite camping 
spot for wagon trains and government freighters at the 
junction of the Santa Fe Trail and the Arkansas River Trail. 
This fort was named for Colonel Henry I. Dodge. The first 
commanding officer was a nephew of his, Grenville M. Dodge. 


FORT LEAVENWORTH (Leavenworth) -- A military post established in 1827 by Colonel 
Henry H. Leavenworth to protect traffic on the 
Santa Fe Trail. Originally called Cantonment Leav- 
enworth, it was later changed to Fort Leavenworth. 
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ORT RILEY (Geary) -- Established in 1853, named for Major Bennett Riley, comman 
: of the first military escort over the Santa Fe Trail in 1829. 
Fort Riley was founded by Major E. A. Ogden. 


*FORT SCOTT (Bourbon) 9,903 -=- A fort established by the government in 1842, it was i 
named in honor of General Winfield Scott. Abandoned 
in 1855, Fort Scott remained only as a tiny village. 
After the outbreak of the Civil War the fort was re- 
established and again assumed importance as a military 
post for some time. The town of Fort Scott was founded 
in 1860. 


FOSTORIA (Pottawatomie) 90 -- Named by its founders for Fostoria, Ohio. 


FOWLER (Meade) 717 -- First called Gilbert, the town's name was changed in 1885 for 
George Fowler, an early settler. 


FOX TOWN (Crawford) 75 -- Named for the Fox Indians, one of the emigrant tribes of 
KansaSe 


FRANKFORT (Marshall) 1,167 -- There are two versions of how Frankfort got its name. 
One version is that it was named for Frank Schmidt of 
Marysville, and the other is that it was named for his 
old home, Frankfort, Germany, by an early settler here, 
, Jacob Weisbach. 
FRANKLIN COUNTY (1855) -- Named in honor of Benjamin Franklin, (1706-1790), the 
American statesman and philosopher. 


FRANKLIN (Crawford) 650 -- Named for Benjamin Franklin. 


4 *FREDONIA (Wilson) 3,452 -- First called Twin Mounds for two rock-capped elevations 
that rise above the nearby valley of the Fall River, the 
present city was founded in 1868 and renamed for Fredonia, 
New York. 


FREEPORT (Harper) 33 -= Supposed to have been named for a man named Freeman who ran 
a general store here in the early days. 


FRIEND (Finney) 28 -- The Friend Post Office was first established in 1899 two miles 
north of the present town site. In 1910 the Post Office was 
moved to its present location and the settlement was called 
McCue in honor of B. Fe. McCue, the president of the company 
which promoted the building of the Santa Fe Railroad. The 
Post Office Department refused to change the name of the office, 
however, so the town took the name of the old Post Office and 
the name McCue was dropped. 


FRIZELL (Pawnee) 10 -- First called Sage after Frank Sage, one time owner of Fort 
Larned ranch, on which the station was laid out. When Senator 
E. E. Frizell bought the ranch in 1902 the name of the station 
on the Santa Fe here was changed to Frizell. 


FRONTENAC (Crawford) 1,811 ~=- Platted in 1887, the town was named for the famous 
French General Louis de Buade Frontenac. 


S FULTON (Bourbon) 239 -=- Named by settlers from Fulton County, Illinois. 


GALATIA (Barton) 108 -=- Named for Galatia, Illinois, which was named for Albert 
Gallatin. 


ag) pce 


GALENA (Cherokee) 4,019 -- A Pioneer lead and zinc mining town, 


Galena receiv. 

name from Galena, Illinois, Originally there Sian 
towns, Galena on the south side of Short Creek and Empire 
City on the north, Empire City was annexed by Galena in 
1911. The name "Galena" is a Latin word meaning “lead 
oree" The original town was founded in 1877. 


GALESBURG (Neosho) 140 -- Named for Galesburg, Illinois. 


GALT (Rice) -- Of Scandinavian origi 
gin, the name m 7 : ewe 
"hard ground," ; eans “a heavy, thick, clay soil, 


GALVA (McPherson) 433 -- Named by Mrs. J. E. Doyle for her home town in Illinois. 


Galva, Illinois was originally named Gefle by Olaf Johnson, 
an early settler, for his home in Sweden and the name was 
anglicized to its present form of Galva. 


*GARDEN CITY (Finney) 11,035 -- In 1878 two brothers, J. R. and J. D. Fulton, estab- 


lished a four room hotel on this site. When the Santa 
Fe Railway arrived, a. settlement grew up about the - 
hotel which the Santa Fe called "Fulton." At the 
suggestion of a passing tramp who was attracted by 

the local flower beds, the town was renamed by Mrs. 
Fulton, the wife of one of the brothers, Garden City. 


GARDEN PLAIN (Sedgwick) 525 -- A descriptive name applied to the settlement by those 


who first arrived here because of its beautiful set- 
ting and because of its potential as a place to live. 


p GARDNER (Johnson) 1,442 -- Founded in 1857 by Free Staters and named for Governor 


Henry J. Gardner of Massachusetts. 


GARFIELD (Pawnee) 296 == Named for James A. Garfield, 20th President of the United 


States. 


GARFIELD CENTER (Clay) -- So named because of its location near the center of the 


township. 


GARLAND (Bourbon) 250 == Laid out in the fall of 1874, the town was first called 


BARNETT (Anderson) 3,00 


Memphis because it was the terminus of a projected railroad 
which was to run from Kansas City to Memphis, Tennessee. 

For some time the people had had little hope of the road ever 
being completed to its destination so they decided that if 
the railroad could not be taken to Memphis they would bring 
Memphis to the railroad - hence the name of the town. Coal 
interests developed greatly and the town became an important 
focal point. However, with the extension of the railroad 
the town lost importance and began to wane. The sentiment 
was to change the name of the town since it no longer had 
any significance. The story is told that in the depot was 
one of the old-time "Garland" heating stoves. Someone made 
the suggestion that that was as good a name as any and the 
change was made. 


1 -- Founded 1856, named for William Garnett, the president 


of the town company. 


GARRISON (Pottawatomie) 87 -- Named for Cornelius K, Garrison, president of the 


Missouri Pacific Railroad. 


GAS (Allen) 348 -- Established 1898, named from the immense gas wells opened here. 
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GAYLORD (Smith) 275 -=- Named for C. E. Gaylord of Marshall County. 


GEARY COUNTY (1855) -- Organized as Davis County, named for Jefferson Davis, United 
States Senator from Mississippi and Secretary of War, who be- 
came the President of the Confederacy. The name was changed 
in January, 1890 to Geary in honor of John W. Geary, (1819- 
1873), who was Territorial Governor of Kansas from 1856 to 
March of 1857, 


GEM (Thomas) 123 -- Founded 1886, the name came from J. W. Ellsworth's Gem Ranch. 
Mr. Ellsworth gave the land for the town site and the Rock Island 
Railroad was responsible for making it a permanent town. 


GENESEO (Rice) 597 -- Named for Geneseo, Illinois, by E. C. Moderwell, one of the 
town founders, who had come from there. 


GENEVA (Allen) 25 -- Named for Geneva, New York. 


GEUDA SPRINGS (Sumner) 200 -- Named from seven mineral springs which welled up almost 
on a line between Sumner and Cowley Counties. 


*GIRARD (Crawford) 2,359 -- There are two versions of how Girard, founded in 1868, got 
its name. One is that it was named for Stephen Girard, the 
Philadelphia merchant, banker, and philanthropist of pre- 
Givil War days, and the other is that it was named by its 
founder, Dr. C. H. Strong, for his birthplace of Girard, 
Pennsylvania. 


GLADE (Phillips) 149 -- First called Marvin, renamed Glade in honor of a railroad eng- 
ineer when the Missouri Pacific was built through here. 


GLASCO (Cloud) 829 -- Founded in 1870 as Del Ray, the town was renamed by Scottish 
settlers in 1886 for Glasgow in Scotland. It was misspelled 
as "Glasco" by the first Postmaster and the error was never 
corrected. 


GLEN ELDER (Mitchell) 450 -- Named for a glen filled with box elder trees nearby. 
First platted two and a half miles northeast of the 
present town site and called West Hampton, the town was 
moved and renamed when a flour mill was built on the 
present site in 1871. 


GLENLOCH (Anderson) 30 -= Founded July 20, 1889 as a station on the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad, by the Glenloch Town Company, from a town of this 
name in New York. 


GODDARD (Sedgwick) 451 -= Named in honor of J. F. Goddard, general manager of the 
A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


GOESSEL (Marion) 302 -- Established about 1884, the town was named by Russian Menno- 
nite settlers for the Captain of the ship on which they had 
come to America. The Captain, whose name was actually Géssel, 
lost his life in an accident at sea shortly after bringing 
the group to this country. 


GOFF (Nemaha) 275 -- Named for Edward H. Goff, an official of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company. 


GOLDEN BELT (Saline) -- A name which has reference to the tremendous wheat and milling 
industry in this area, which is called the wheat belt. 
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GOLDENROD (Lincoln) -- From the presence of the common yellow flower which was seen 
in great abundance in this area. 


*GOODLAND (Sherman) 4,425 -- So named by the Homesteaders Union Association (H.U.A.) 


when the .town was organized as the county seat of Sherman 
County in September, 1887. There are two versions of how 
the town was named. One is that one of the founders re- 
marked that this was “good land," and this was accepted 
as the name of the settlement. Another version is that 
1t was named for a town promoter named Goodland. 


GOODMAN (Johnson) 385 -- In the early 1900s a man by the name of Strang ran a trolley 
line to Olathe and named this central stop presumably for a 
local land owner named Goodman. 


GOODRICH (Linn) 25 =- Surveyed October, 1888, named in honor of Samuel Goodrich, a 
prosperous farmer and leading citizen of the community. 


GORHAM (Russell) 444 -- Established about 1880, named for an early day merchant and 
settler of this name. 


GOVE COUNTY (1886) -- Named in honor of Captain Grenville L. Gove of the 11th Kansas 
Cavalry, who died in 1864. 


*GOVE (Gove) 217 -- Like the. county, named for Captain Grenville L. Gove. 
GRAHAM COUNTY (1880) -- Named in honor of Captain John L. Graham of the 8th Kansas 
Infantry, who was killed in action at Chickamauga, Tennessee, 


September 19, 1863. 


3 GRAINFIELD (Gove) 378 -=- Established 1879, the name is a descriptive one which stems 
from the large amount of wheat grown in this area. 


GRANADA (Nemaha) 10 -- Named for a province in Spain, the name means “end of the 
road." 


GRAND SUMMIT (Cowley) -- So named from the elevation upon which it lies. 
GRANT COUNTY (1888) -- Named in honor of General Ulysses S. Grant, (1822-1885), who 


led the Union Army to victory in the Civil War and was later 
the 18th President of the United States. 


GRANTVILLE (Jefferson) 125 -- For Ulysses S. Grant. 


GRAY COUNTY (1887) -- Named in honor of Alfred Gray, who was the first Secretary of 
the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. 


GRAY (Hodgeman) 5 -- Named for A. D. Gray, Assistant Treasurer of the A.T.8&S.F. Rail- 
way e 


Barton) 17,587 -- Settled in 1871, named from its position on the sweep 
GAGSBAD Easton) : ing curve made by the Arkansas River at this point. 
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OUNTY (1887) -- Named in honor of Horace Greeley, (1811-1872), founder anc 
saints {3 886 editor of The New York Tribune, the newspaper which championed 
&) freedom for Kansase 


GREELEY (Anderson) 396 -~- Named for Horace Greeley. 
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GREEN (Clay) 198 =~ waiiel for Governor Nehemiah Green (November 4, 1868 to January 11, 
1869) who offered a bell for a church to the first community to 
be named for him. The Methodist Congregation in the settlement 
here was the first to do so. 


> GREENLEAF (Washington) 583 -- Named for A. W. Greenleaf, Treasurer of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company. 


*GREENSBURG (Kiowa) 1,967 -- Named for D. R. “Cannonball" Green, a stage coach driver 
from Kingman, Kansas, who drove the stage route which was 
later followed by U.S. Highway 54. "Cannonball" earned 
his nickname from his fast driving of stagecoach teams. 


GREENWICH (Sedgwick) 50 -- Named from Greenwich in England. 


GREENWOOD COUNTY (1862) -=- Named for Alfred B. Greenwood, a Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 


GRENOLA (Elk) 347 -- Originally two towns, Greenfield and Canola, a short distance 
apart, they moved to be on the Santa Fe Railway when it was 
built, combined, and formed the name of the new town from a 
combination of the names of the two former towns. 


GRIDLEY (Coffey) 319 -- Established 1886, named for Walter Gridley who was associated 
with the Arkansas Valley Town and Land Company at that time. 


GRINNELL (Gove) 390 -=- Settled by German farmers, Grinnell was named in honor of a 
U.S. Army officer stationed at Fort Hays at that time. 


va) GROVER (Douglas) -- Named for Grover Cleveland, twice President of the United-States. 


GYPSUM (Saline) 601 -- So named because it lies in the valley of Gypsum Creek. The 
creek received its name from the gypsum deposits in the area. 


HADDAM (Washington) 322 -= Founded 1869, named for Haddam, Connecticut, by John 
Ferguson, a former resident of that state. 


HALFORD (Thomas) 6 == Founded as Vernier in 1887. When the Union Pacific Railroad 
was built through the town in 1888, the present name was adopted 
to honor an official of the railroad. 


HALF MOUND (Jefferson) 17 -- Named for a large mound near the town site. 
HALIFAX (Wabaunsee) == From the county borough of this name in Yorkshire, England. 
HALLOWELL (Cherokee) 225 -- Named for Congressman James R. Hallowell. 


HALSTEAD (Harvey) 1,652 -- Settled in 1872, named for Murat Halstead, one of the best 
known journalists of his day, who wrote famous accounts 
of the political campaigns of 1856 and 1860 and who was 
later a Civil War correspondent and afterwards owner of 
The Cincinnati Commercial newspaper. 


HAMILTON COUNTY (1886) -- Named in honor of General Alexander Hamilton, who was killed 
in a duel with Aaron Burr on July 11, 1804. 


HAMILTON (Greenwood) 422 -- Named for Alexander Hamilton. 


HAMLIN (Brown) 120 -- Established 1870, named for Hannibal Hamlin, Vice President of 
the United States under Abraham Lincoln, and four times United 
States Senator from Maine. 
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HAMMOND (Bourbon) 20 == Named for Hammond, Indiana. 


HANOVER (Washington) 804 -- Founded in 1869, named for Hanover, Germany, the former 
home of its first settler, G. H. Hollenburg. 


HANSTON (Hodgeman) 293 =~ Founded 1887 on land deeded to the town company by Benjamin 


Hann and wife, the town was named in their honor as Hanston 
(Hann's Town). 


HARDTINER (Barber) 372 -- Named in honor of Dre John Hardtner of Carrolltown, Illinois, 
by Jacob Achenbach, the organizer of the town. 


HARLAN (Smith) 78 -- Named for John C, Harlan, one of its first settlers, and Probate 
Judge of Smith County. 


HARPER COUNTY (1873) -- Named in memory of Marion Harper, First Sergeant of Co. E, 
2nd Kansas Cavalry, who was mortally wounded at Waldron, 
Arkansas, December 29, 1863, and died the following day. 


HARPER (Harper) 1,942 -- Like the county, named for First Sergeant Marion Harper of 
Co. E, 2nd Kansas Cavalry. Harper was founded in 1877. 


HARRIS (Anderson) 31 -- Established 1886, named for A. A. Harris. 


HARTFORD (Lyon) 340 -- Established 1857, named for Hartford, Connecticut by one of 
its founders, Harvey D. Rice. 


HARVEY COUNTY (1872) -= Named for James M. Harvey, Captain of Co. G, 10th Kansas 
Infantry, who also served as Governor of Kansas from’1869 
to 1873. , 


HARVEYVILLE (Wabaunsee) 213 -- Named for Henry Harvey, a Shawnee Indian missionary 
and early settler. Harveyviile was originally estab- 
lished one mile north of the present town site but was 
moved when the Santa Fe Railway was built through the 
aré€ae 


HASKELL COUNTY (1887) -=- Named in honor of Dudley C. Haskell of Lawrence, Congressman 
from Kansas, who died in office on December 16, 1883. 


HAVANA (Montgomery) 158 -- Named by settlers for Havana, Illinois. Havana is the 
name of an Indian tribe. 


HAVEN (Reno) 972 -- Established 1878, so named from Haven Township within which the 
town is located. 


HAVENSVILLE (Pottawatomie) 179 -- Platted by the Union Pacific Railroad in 1878, the 
' ‘town was named for Paul E. Havens of Leavenworth. 


HAVILAND (Kiowa) 627 -~ Established in 1886 by Quakers, the town was named for a 
Quaker lady, Laura S. Haviland, a noted philanthropist of 
Civil War days, who also had been very active in the under- 
ground railway: and the aiding of fugitive slaves. 


HAWKEYE (Decatur) -- Established 1879, so named because the majority of the first 
settlers came from Iowa, the Hawkeye State. 


HAWORTH (Republic) 20 -- Named in honor of the Haworth family. 


HAWTHCRNE (Atchison) -- Named in honor of Nathaniel Hawthorne, the tamous American 
novelist. 3] - 


¥HAYS (Ellis) 11,386 -- Founded in 1867, Hays was named from Fort Hays, a frontier 
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military post, which was abandoned in 1869. The fort, which 
lay directly south of the present city, was named for General 
Hays who was killed in the Battle of the Wilderness. 


HAYSVILLE (Sedgwick) 5,573 -- Founded 1891, named for W. W. Hays and wife, who signed 
the original plat of the town on August 1 of that year. 
W. W. Hays was a farmer and early day sheriff of Sedg- 
wick County. 


HAZELTON (Barber) 268 -- Named for Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Hazelton in appreciation of 
their gift of a 600 lb. bell to a local girls college. 


HEALY (Lane) 176 -- Named for O. H. Healey who first homesteaded here. The second 
"e" was subsequently dropped from the name. 


HECLA (Anderson) -= Named directly or indirectly from the volcano in Iceland. 
HEDVILLE (Saline) 25 -- Named for a Mr. Hed who was an early day settler here. 


HEIZER (Barton) 100 -- Named for D. N. Heizer, founder of Great Bend and early day 
Santa Fe Railway land agent. 


HEPLER (Crawford) 215 -- Named for B. F. Hepler of Fort Scott. 


HERCULES (Crawford) -- Named, for the Greco-Roman mythological hero noted for his 
great strength and for having accomplished twelve gigantic 
tasks imposed upon him. 


HERINGION (Dickinson) 3,781 -- Founded 1888 by Monroe D. Herington on 40 acres of his 
2,000 acre ranch, and named for him. { 


HERKIMER (Marshall) 160 -- Named by settlers for Herkimer, New York. 


HERNDON (Rawlins) 309 -- Settled in 1878, the townspeople wanted to name it "Pesth" 
but the Post Office Department would not accept this name and 
suggested "Lincoln" instead. As there was already a Lincoln, 
Kansas, however, they named the town after Lincoln's law 
partner, William H. Herndon. ~ 


HERTHA (Neosho) <= From Teutonic mythology, the name means "mother earth." 


HESSTON (Harvey) 985 -- The town grew on the homestead of Amos and A. L. Hess after 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad was built through this area in 
1886, and was named in their honor. 


HEWINS (Chautauqua) 100 -- Founded 1885, Ed Hewins, an early day rancher and cattle- 
man, gave the town his own name. 


HIATTVILLE (Bourbon) 75 -- Founded 1870, named for James M. Hiatt, owner of the site. 


“HIAWATHA (Brown) 3,579 -- Founded 1857, named by Dr. E. H. Grant for a fictional Mohawk 
Indian Chieftain, hero of Longfellow's poem of this name. 


HIGHLAND (Doniphan) 722 -- Founded 1857, the town was named by William Sugg for the 
fact that it lies on the highest elevation in the county 
and because it was hoped that a Swiss colony could be 
induced to come here from a settlement at Highland, Illi- 
nois, where he formerly lived. 


“HILL CITY (Graham) 2,349 -- Surveyed in 1880, named for W. R. Hill, one of the town 
founders, and an early settler in this region. 
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HILLSBORO (Marion) 2,253 -- 


Laid out in 1879, the town was named for John G. Hill, 
one of the first settlers and, at one time, mayor. 


HILLSDALE (Miami) 142 -- First called Columbia, later renamed Ten Mile, which was sub- 
; sequently changed to Hillsdale. The present name was inspirec 
by the rolling surface of the land with its hills and valleys. 


HILLTOP (Greenwood) 26 -- So named because of the location of the town site which was 


built on an elevation. 
HITSCHMANN (Barton) 10 -- For the family on whose land the town was located. 


HODGEMAN COUNTY (1879) -=- Named in honor of Amos Hodgman, Captain of Co. H, 7th Kansas 
Cavalry, who died in Mississippi on October 16, 1863, of 
_ wounds received in battle October 10, 1863. In legislation 
the "e" was mistakenly added and retained. 


HOG BACK (Ellis) -- Descriptive of the area in which located which is a ridge of land 
with a sharp summit and sloping sides. 


HOISINGION (Barton) 4,584 -- Organized 1886, named for A. J. Hoisington, a Barton 
County pioneer and Great Bend newspaperman. 


HOLCOMB (Finney) 200 -- Established 1872 by the A.T.&S.F. Railway, first called Sher- 
lock,in honor of a director of the railroad. When the town 
soon declined, most of its residents moved to Garden City. In 
1910 a Post Office was reestablished here and the town was re- 
named "Holcomb" for D. C. Holcomb, an early settler who was 
active in the development of the area. 


? HOLLAND (Dickinson) 22 -- Founded 1888, the first industry in the community was a 
creamery, the second in the county. The quality of the 
butter made there was so high it was believed to equal the 
butter made in the country of Holland, so the creamery -- 
and the town -=- were named “Holland.” 


HOLLENBERG (Washington) 77 -=- Named for Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Hollenberg who had a ranch 
here which they started in 1858, and which later became 
a Pony Express station. 


HOLLIDAY (Johnson) 150 -- Named for Cyrus K. Holliday, president of the Santa Fe 
Railwaye 


HOLLIS (Cloud) 70 -- First called Christie in honor of W. J. Christie, founder and 
owner of the town site. The town was later renamed Hollis in 
honor of a prominent local family of this name. 


*HOLTON (Jackson) 2,915 -- Named for the Hon. Edward Holton of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
a philanthropist who outfitted the train of settlers who 


founded the towne. 
HOLYROOD (Ellsworth) 753 -- Named for a palace and abbey in Edinburgh, Scotland. 


a4 , 
HOME (Marshall) 175 -- Established in the late 1870s, first called White s Quarry, 
an the name of the town was changed to Home City in 1878. This 
name was later shortened to its present form of “Home. 


i iding where a wheat 
HOMER (R 3 -- A small settlement which grew up about a si 
srseshel elevator was located, named by Union Pacific Railroad Company 


for the home town of an official, Homer, New York. 
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HOOSER (Cowley) 9 -- Named for an early settler of this name. 


HOPE (Dickinson) 473 -- First called Wagram when established as a station by the 
Santa Fe Railway, the town name was changed to Hope through 
the influence of the Methodist Ladies Society, presumably in 

> honor of one of their members. 


HORACE (Greeley) 192 -- Founded 1889, named for Horace Greeley. 


HORTON (Brown) 2,881 -= Founded in 1886, named for Chief Justice Albert H. Horton, 
of the Kansas Supreme Court. 


*HOWARD (Elk) 1,018 -- Founded 1870, named for Major General O. O. Howard, "the Chris- 
tian General." First called Howard City, the name was later 
shortened to Howard. 


*HOXIE (Sheridan) 1,258 -- Originally a village called Kenneth situated three miles 
north of the present town site. In 1886 when the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad made plans to come through Sheridan County 
the settlement was moved to be on the railroad and renamed 
Hoxie for a vice president and general manager of the road, 
H. M. Hoxie. The untimely death of Mr. Hoxie probably 
accounted for the failure of the railroad to build through 
the town as had been expected. 

HOYT (Jackson) 274 -=- Established in 1886, the town is believed to have been named in 

honor of George H. Hoyt, Attorney General of Kansas 1867-1869. 


HUDSON (Stafford) 203 -=- Founded in 1887, the town was named for Hudson, Wisconsin, 
which was the home of relatives of a Mr. Uptegraph who 
-] donated the land for the town and specified the name. 


*HUGOTON (Stevens) 2,731 -- Established 1885, the town was first called Hugo in honor 
of the French novelist, Victor Hugo. To avoid confusion 
of mail, since another Kansas town had already taken this 
name, the Post Office Department changed the name to Hugo- 
ton. In time the other Hugo disappeared. 


HUMBOLDT (Allen) 2,388 -- Named by its German settlers for the famous German scientist, 
Baron Friedrich Heinrich Alexander von Humboldt. The town 
was settled in 1857. | 


HUNNEWELL (Sumner) 92 -- Named for H. H. Hunnewell, of Boston, a director of the 
A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


HURON (Atchison) 126 -= So named from a former town two and a half miles southwest of 
the present site, which had been named for the Huron Indians. 


‘HUTCHINSON (Reno) 36,684 -- Named for C. C. Hutchinson, who founded the city in 
November, 1871. 


HYMER (Chase) 37 -=- Founded 1873, originally called Hegwer because it was located on 
land owned by Frank and George Hegwer. Through an error in the 
spelling of the town name on the part of a Post Office clerk, it 
was changed to Hymer. 

e IDANA (Clay) 125 -- Founded about 1879 by two men named Howland and Broughton. The 
name of the town was formed from a composite of the names of the 
two men's wives, Ida and Anna. 
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IMES (Franklin) 25 -- Established as a station on the Missouri Pacific Railroad when 
it was built through Franklin County in 1880, the town was 
located on the farm of Harmon Imes, who came to Franklin County 


in 1865. The station was first called Lyle, then later was 
z changed to Laramore, and still later to Imes. 


*INDEPENDENCE (Montgomery) 11,454 -- Founded 1869 by Dr. R. W. Wright and named for 
his former home town of Independence, Iowa, which 
received its name from the Declaration of Inde- 


pendence. Independence, Kansas, was incorporated 
in.1870. 


INDUSTRY (Clay) 70 -- Named for a town of this name in Illinois. 


INGALLS (Gray) 189 -- Named for John J. Ingalls, the Kansas political leader, lawyer, 
author, statesman and orator, who died in 1900. 


INMAN (McPherson) 770 -- Named for Major Henry Inman. 


*IOLA (Allen) 6,999 == Organized 1859, named for Iola Colborn, the wife of one of the 
first settlers, J. C. Colborn. 


IONIA (Jewell) 120 <= Named by settlers for Ionia County, Michigan. 


IOWA POINT (Doniphan) 100 --"Founded 1855 on land given to Rev. S. W. Irvin by the 
Iowa Indians. 


IRVING (Marshall) 89 -= Named for Washington Irving, American author, because the 
town was organized on the day he died, November 28, 1859. 


3 ISABEL (Barber) 183 -- Founded in the winter of 1886-87 on land which had been home~ 
steaded by Layton White. One of the surveyors laying out the 
town for the Santa Fe Railway received word of the birth of a 
daughter which they named Isabel. The town took this name 
alsoe 


IUKA (Pratt) 206 -=- Established 1877, named by settlers who were Civil War veterans 
who had fought in the Battle of Iuka. 


JACKSON COUNTY (1857) -= Originally this county was called Calhoun in honor of John C. 
Calhoun of South Carolina. It was changed to Jackson, in 
honor of Andrew Jackson, who was the seventh President of 
the United States, 1829-1837. 


JAMESTOWN (Cloud) 467 -- Named for James P. Pomeroy, an official of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Central Branch. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY (1855) -- Named in honor of Thomas Jefferson, third President of the 
United States, 1801-1809, and author of the Declaration of 


Independence. . 


J omery) 50 -- Founded 1886 as a station on the Missouri Pacific Rail~- 
cos eee road, named in honor of Jefferson Broadbent, who donated 


the land for the town site. 
P, JENNINGS (Decatur) 266 -- Established 1881, first called Slab City, the name of the 


town was later changed to Jennings in honor of Warren 
Jennings. 
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this name, it was later changed to Jetmore to honor the 
: Santa Fe Railway lawyer who was instrumental in helping 
the town to become the county seat. 


¥JETMORE (Hodgeman) 987 -- Founded in 1879 as Buckner, named for the nearby creek of 


eS JEWELL COUNTY (1870) -- Named in memory of Lt. Col. Lewis Ro Jewell, 6th Kansas Cav- 
alry, who died Nevember 30, 1862 of wounds received in the 
battle of Cane Hill, Arkansas, November 28, 1862. 


JEWELL (Jewell) 609 -- Named from the county, which was named for Lt, Col. Lewis R. 
Jewell, 6th Kansas Cavalry. 


JINGO (Miami) 10 -- The story is told that at a community meeting a name could not be 
decided upon for the settlement and as the gathering was leaving 
one man spoke up saying, “By jingo, we'd better decide upon a name 
at our next meeting!" Someone called out, “Why don't we call it 
Jingo?" This name meeting with general approval, it was adopted. 


JOHNSON COUNTY (1855) -=- Named for Rev. Thomas Johnson, who in 1829 established a 
Methodist mission among the Shawnee Indians eight miles west 
of Kansas City, and who was president of council of the first 
legislature. He was shot and killed in January, 1865. 


*JOHNSON (Stanton) 832 -=- Founded by Civil War veterans in 1885 about seven miles north- 
west of the present town site and named Veteran, the town was 
moyed the following year to its present location and renamed 
for Colonel A. S. Johnson, one of their number. 


*JUNCTION CITY (Geary) 19,611 -- Founded in 1858 and so named because it lies at the 
junction of the Republican and Smoky Hill Rivers. 


a) JUNIATA (Lincoln) 8 -- Named from the Juniata River in Pennsylvania. 


KACKLEY (Republic) 50 -- Named for the owner of the land now occupied by the town 
site, who donated it to the town company for that purpose. 


KALLCCH (Montgomery) 23 -- Founded about 1870 as a station on the railroad, now part 
of the Santa Fe, named by Governor Charles Robinson for 
I. S. Kalloch. 


KALVESTA (Finney) 30 -- Established 1886, the town was first located two and one-half 
miles north of the present location, and was later moved. The 
name comes from the Greek “kalos," meaning “good," and “vesta,” 
pertaining to the Roman Goddess of the Hearth, the symbol of 
the home, and thus means “good home." . 


KANADO (Greeley) -- So named from its location near the Kansas-Colorado border and 
formed from the names of the two states. 


KANOPOLIS (Ellsworth) 755 -- Founded 1886, its promoters dreamed of it being a large 
city eventually and thus formed the name from the state 
name "Kansas" and “Centropolis" -=- from its central 
location in the county and state. Kanopolis was built 
on the site of old Fort Harker, abandoned in 1873. 


KANORADO (Sherman) 209 -= Founded 1889, first called Lamborn, the name of the town 
= was changed in 1903 due to its proximity to the Kansas-Colo- 
rado line -=- the name formed from the two state names. 


*KANSAS CITY (Wyandotte) 131,360 -- Originally an Indian village of the Wyandot Tribe 
from Ohio, established here in 1843, the place was 
called Wyandot City. The property was sold to the 
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white men in 1855 because of the fact that the 
village lay on the great highway to the Pacific and 
it was invaded by many travelers heading west for the 
Gold Rush, which the Indians resented. The white men 
changed the name of the village to Wyandottee In 
time a number of small towns came to be established 
around Wyandotte -=- Argentine, Rosedale, Armourdale, 
etce, and, as these were crowding each other, they 
were condolidated under the name of Kansas City in 
1886. The city took its name from the Kansas River. 


KANSAS FALLS (Geary) -- So named from the falls in the Kansas River. 


KEARNY COUNTY (1888) == Named for General Phillip Kearny, who commanded United States 
Army Troops in the West during the Indian troubles, 


KEATS (Riley) 85 -- Established 1887, named by Rock Island Railroad men for the 
noted English poet, John Keats, who was a favorite of theirs. 


KECHI (Sedgwick) 238 -- Founded in the early 1870s, the name was derived from a small 
tribe of Indians related to the Wichitas that came from Okla- 
homa with the Wichitas during the Civil War and established 
their camp on the Little Arkansas River north of present day 
Wichita. When the Wichita Tribe returned to Oklahoma about 
five years later, the smaller tribe went with them leaving only 
their’ name for the town of Kechi. The small Kechi Tribe was 
eventually absorbed by the Wichitas through intermarriage. 


KEIGHLEY (Butler) 10 -- From a municipal borough of this name northwest of Leeds, 
Yorkshire, England. ; . 


KELLY (Nemaha) 50 -- Founded 1888, named in honor of a stockholder of the Kansas City, 
Wyandotte and Northwestern Railroad, which built through the town 
the same year. The railroad discontinued service about 1920. 


KELSO (Morris) 20 -= Named for Kelso, Scotland. 


KENDALL (Hamilton) 150 -- Formerly a watering station on the Santa Fe Trail, it was 
first called Aubrey for Francis X. Aubrey, a French Canad- 
ian scout and guide, later renamed Kendall for a settler 
of this name. 


KENNEKUK (Atchison) 30 -- Platted 1858, named for the prophet of the Kickapoo Tribe 
of Indians, who died of smallpox in the late 1850s. 


KENNETH (Johnson) 40 -- Established as a siding on the Missouri Pacific Railroad, it 
was a small settlement believed named for a local land owner. 


KENSINGTON (Smith) 620 -- Named from a parish in England of this name. 
KICKAPOO (Leavenworth) 35 -- Named for the Kickapoo Tribe of Indians. 


00 -- Platted 1888, the town was first called Dalton but due to a 
Se duplication of names with that of another Kansas town, the 
name was changed in honor of an early settler named Kimball. 


KINCAID (Anderson) 261 -- Named for Robert Kincaid of Mound City, a member of the 
original town company. 


i A. Kingman, who was then Chief 
GMAN 1874) -~- Named in honor of Samuel 
. ee Justice of the Kansas Supreme Court. 
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*KINGMAN (Kingman) 3,703 -- Established 1874, the town was named from the county, 
which was named for Chief Justice Samuel A. Kingman, of 
the Kansas Supreme Court. 


KINGSDOWN (Ford) 150 -- Originally a railroad camp, Kingsdown was founded in 1887. 
During a card game played in that year, the players decided 
to turn their camp into a town and agreed to name it for the 
first card drawn from the deck, which was a King. 


*KINSLEY (Edwards) 2,492 -- Founded 1873, named for Edward W. Kinsley of Boston, who 
was financially interested in the colony and donated funds 
for the building of the first church. The town for a 
short time was known as Petersburg before being renamed 
in honor of Mr. Kinsley. 


KIOWA COUNTY (1886) <= Named for the Kiowa Tribe of Indians. 


KIOWA (Barber) 1,565 -- Originally a trading post located four miles away, the sett- 
lement that grew up about the post moved to be on the Santa Fe 
Railway and was named for the Kiowa Indians. The name "Kiowa" 
means “great medicine." 


KIPP (Saline) 100 -- From Greek, the name means “a sharp pointed hill" or “projecting 
point" which is indicative of its location. 


KIRWIN (Phillips) 338 -- Named for old Fort Kirwin, which was located one mile south 
of the present town site. Fort Kirwin was named for Colonel 
John Kirwin of the Regular Army. P 


KISMET (Seward) 157 -- The name stems from Turkish and French Arabic origin and means 
"destiny" or “fate.” 


LABETTE COUNTY (1867) -- Originally this county was a part of what was called Dorn 
County, so named in honor of Colonel Earl Van Dorn of the 
Regular Army, who later became a Confederate officer. The 
name of the county was changed in 1861 to Labette for the 
creek of this name. The county of Labette was formed from 
the south half of Neosho County. The name of the creek was 
originally “La Bette," which was a misspelled version of 
the French "la bete" meaning “the beast." 


LABETTE (Labette) 87 -- Founded 1868, first called Neola, the town was renamed in 
1870 to Labette, so named from the county, which received 
its name from the creek. The name, in its original French 
spelling of “la bete"” means “the beast." 


*LA CROSSE (Rush) 1,772 -=- Laid out in 1876, the town was first called Rock Castle, 
but was renamed by W. S. Taylor, a newspaperman who moved 
here from Rush Center, for his former home of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. Another, but less widely accepted version is 
that two brothers, David and Denman Stubbs, surveyed two 
roads across the county from north to south and from east 
to west, and at the point where these two roads intersected, 
platted the town, calling it La Crosse in the belief that 
the name means “a cross" when it actually denotes a hooked 
stick such as the staff of a bishop or a shepherd's crook, 
or the game of this name originated among the Indians of 
North America played with a ball. 
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LA CYGNE (Linn) 833 -- Platted 1869, named from the if 


arais De C Ri : 
the town is located. ygne River on which 


"+h a "La Cygne" is a French word meaning 
the swan." The namé of the river is also French and means 


“marsh of the swans," which alludes to the fact that many wild 
Swans nested along the river in the early days. 


LAFONTAINE (Wilson) 168 -- A French word meaning “the fountain" which, supposedly, 
referred to a nearby Spring. Another version, however, 


is that the town was named for the writer of French class= 
ical literature, Jean de La Fontaine (1621-1695). 


LA HARPE (Allen) 556 =- Named for La Harpe, Illinois, which received its name from 
Bernard de La Harpe, who led an exploring party in the sou- 
thern Mississippi Valley about 1720. 


LAKE CITY (Barber) 165 -- So named from a small lake formed by the Medicine Lodge 


River. 


LAKE VIEW (Douglas) == So named because there was a small lake near the settlement 
when first founded. 


‘LAKIN (Kearny) 1,340 -- Platted 1882, named for a director of the Santa Fe Railway, 
David L. Lakin of Topeka. 


LAMAR (Ottawa) 13 -- Establighed as a Post Office in June of 1872, the settlement was 
named for Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar, of Confederate fame, 
who was later Secretary of the Interior, member of Congress, and 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. : 


LAMONT (Greenwood) 75 -- From a mill located here which was owned by a man by the 
4 name of La Mont. When the settlement grew up it was first 
known as La hiont's Mill but the name was later changed to 
its present form of Lamont. 


LANCASTER (Atchison) 188 -=- Named for Lancaster, Pennsylvania, by B. F. Stover. 


LANE COUNTY (1886) -= Named in honor of James H. Lane, free state partisan, and 
United States Senator from Kansas. 


LANE (Franklin) 297 -=- Established 1855, named for Senator James He Lane. 


LANG (Lyon) 10 -=- Established 1882 on the Santa Fe Trail, the settlement here was 
first called Hortonburg but was later changed to Lang for a local 
land owner. 


LANGDON (Crawford) 50 -- Named for a man of this name who operated a store in the 
1870s in a little settlement a few miles east of the present 
town site. This settlement and another, called Jordan 
Springs, which was located west of the present town site, 
were combined to form the town of Langdon in 1887. 


LANSING (Leavenworth) 800 -- Named by settlers for Lansing, Michigan. 
LAPAZ (Wallace) -- From La Paz, the capital city of Bolivia. 


i i in in honor of 
LARKINBURG (Jackson) 41 -- Settled in the late 1850s, first called Larkin in 
. ~ M. E. Larkin, owner of the land now occupied by the town 
site. The name was later changed to Larkinburg by the 
Post Office Department to avoid confusion with Lakin, Kan- 
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*LARNED (Pawnee) 5,208 == Established 1859, named from Fort Larned. Fort Larned was 
named in honor of the paymaster general of the U.S. Army, 
B. F. Larned. 


LASITA (Riley) 6 -=- Named by Edward Senn, the first settler here, because of the long, ~ 
beautiful view from the site. The wordy of foreign origin, is 
said by old settlers to mean “long view." The first Post Office 
here was established May 6, 1892 (discontinued March 30, 1935). 


LATHAM (Butler) 171 -- Named by a railroad construction contractor for Arlie Latham, 
shortstop of the championship St. Louis Browns baseball team 
of the 1880s. 


LATIMER (Morris) 43 -- Established in 1883, the town was first called Far West. It 
was ‘changed in 1886 to Latimer in honor of a town promoter. 


LATON (Rooks) 15 == The settlement here so named because it grew up about the Laton 
School, District 41, which was organized April 23, 1879. Laton 
‘School was a subscription school wherein each family paid a 
certain amount per pupil and the teacher boarded round with the 
families. The name Laton which was given to the school was un- 
doubtedly that of one of the early pioneer organizers. 


*LAWRENCE (Douglas) 24,492 -- Founded in 1854 by the New England Emigrant Aid Company, 
* named for Amos A. Lawrence of Boston, a prominent member 
of ‘the company. 


LAWION (Cherokee) 150 -=- Established about 1900, named for Major General H..W. Lawton. 


LAYTON (Chautauqua) -- Named for the Layton brothers, shippers of large numbers of 
cattle. 


LAZARUS (Wilson) -- The founders of this small settlement gave it the Biblical name 
of Lazarus. 


LEAVENWORTH COUNTY (1855) -- Named from Fort Leavenworth which was established in 
1827 and named for Colonel Henry H. Leavenworth of the 
United States Army. 


*LEAVENWORTH (Leavenworth) 23,025 -- First organized by a pro-slavery town company in 
1854, it was called New Town. Largely due to the 
efforts of H. Miles Moore, the name was changed 

_ to Leavenworth as the town site proprietors felt 
that the sale of lots would be stimulated by 
leading outsiders to confuse the town with the 
military post of this name which was in a very 

qarestrable location. 


LEBANON (aie 612 -- Named for Lebanon, Kentucky, the former home of the first 
Postmaster here, Dre B. B. Raye 


LEBO (Coffey) 519 -- Named from Lebo Creek, which received its name from an early 
settler of this name. 


LECCMPTON (Douglas) 282 -- Founded in 1854, first called Bald Eagle by early settlers 
because so many bald eagles nested on the tops of the 
sycamore trees on the banks of the Kansas River near the 
towne The name was later changed to Lecompton to honor 
Samuel D, Lecompte, the first Chief Justice of Kansas 
Territory. 
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LEHIGH (Marion) 200 ~- Established by the Santa Fe Railway in 1877, 
of Lee Hays, the owner of the town site. 


LE LOUP (Franklin) 87 -- 


named in honor 


Established 1870, there are two versions of how the town was 
named. One is that the word is French meaning "the wolf" 
and that the town was so named by French settlers who saw 
and heard wolves in the vicinity when they arrived here. 
Another version is that the town was named from the Loup 
(Skidi) Tribe of the Pawnee Indians. The word "Loup" is the 
French translation of the Pawnee word “skidi," meaning wolf. 


LENEXA (Johnson) 2,228 -= Founded 1869, the town was named for an Indian Princess, 


Len~ag-see, the daughter of Chief Blackhoof of the Shawnee 
Tribe. The name was corrupted to its present form. 


LENORA (Norton) 511 -- Founded 1873, first called Spring City, the town was renamed 
in honor of Mrs. Lenora Hanser. 


LEON (Butler) 504 -- Founded in 1879, the town was first called Noble but this was 
changed to Leon for, it is believed, the town of Leon, Iowa. 


LEONA (Doniphan) 130 -- Founded 1873, named for Leona Schock, the first child born 
in the town site. 


LEONARDVILLE (Riley) 373 ---Named for Leonard T. Smith, an officer of the Kansas 
Central Railroad. 


*LEOTI (Wichita) 1,407 -- Founded in 1885, there are two versions of how Leoti got 
its name. One version is that it is an Indian word meaning 
“orairie flower," and that this name was that of a white 
girl captured by the Indians in the early days. Another 
version is that the town was named for Mrs. Henry Kibbe, 
whose first name was Leoti. 


LEOVILLE (Decatur) 74 -= Founded in 1885 by German Catholics who named the town in 
honor of Pope Leo. 


LE ROY (Coffey) 670 -- Originally called Scott's Town, the name was changed to 
Le Roy for the home town of one of its founders in Illinois. 


LEVANT (Thomas) 80 -=- The name was derived from French and means, literally, “the 
east," or “the rising of the sun.” 


LEWIS (Edwards) 472 -- Founded in 1882 by, and named for, a family of this name who 
came here from Virginia. 


*LIBERAL (Seward) 13,100 -- Founded in 1886. Water was scarce and well owners care- 
: fully guarded their well houses to prevent wayfarers from 

watering animals and exhausting their supply. Water sold 
for 5 or 10¢ a bucket, when it was available for purchase. 
However, one mile west of the present site of Liberal, a 
pioneer storekeeper and Postmaster, L. E. Keefer, lived 
in a two story adobe building and everyone was welcome to 
use his well for no charge. The story was soon spread 
around that Keefer was “liberal” with his water and his 
place was known and identified as an advantageous place 
to stop. When a settlement grew up about Keefer's place, 
it was named "Liberal" because of his policy. The town 
was later moved to its present location. 
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LIBERTY ‘ilontconsee 260 - -~ one of aves Ss towns in the United States which bears 
this name, it is a popular one which expresses the 
sentiment of the American people. 


LIEBENTHAL (Rush) 191 -- Founded in 1876, named by Germanic-Russian settlers for a 
town of this name in Russia from where they had emigrated. 
It is a German word meaning “love valley." 


LINCOLN COUNTY (1870) -- Named in honor of Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the 
- United States. 


*LINCOLN (Lincoln) 1,708 -- Founded in 1871, it was first called Lincoln Center, the 
town and county both being named for Abraham Lincoln, and 
also for the nearness of the town to the center of Lincoln 
County. The name was changed to Lincoln in 1879 when the 
town was incorporated. 


LINCOLNVILLE (Marion) 251 -- Founded as Peabody in the late 1860s, the name was 
changed to Lincolnville, in honor of Abraham Lincoln, 
when the town was incorporated in 1910. 


LINDSBCRG (McPherson) 2,335 -- Settled by a Swedish Society, the town took its name 
from the first syllable of the surname of three of the 
members, S. P. Lindgren, S. A. Lindell, and A. P. 
Linde, and “borg," the Swedish word for "castle." 
* Lindsborg was established in 1868. 


LINDSEY (Ottawa) 21 -- Platted June 6, 1868, so named from an early settler of this 
name who. took a claim before the Civil War on the creek, which 
is also called Lindsey. 4 


LINN COUNTY (1855) -= Named for Lewis F. Linn, United States Senator from Missouri, 
who died in office in 1843. 


LINN Wiashinsten) 468 -- First called Summit because it was built on the highest 
point in Washington County, the town was later renamed for 
Lewis F. Linn, United States Senator from Missouri. 


LINWOOD (Leavenworth) 253 -- First called Journey Cake for an Indian Chief of this 
name, it was later changed to Stranger for Stranger 
Creek. Subsequently, it was renamed by Senator W. A. 
Harris to Linwood for a linwood tree. 
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LISBON (Logan) -- For the capital city of Portugal. 


LITTLE RIVER (Rice) 592 -- So named because it lies in the valley of the Little 
Arkansas River. 


LOGAN COUNTY (1887) -- It was at first planned that this county would be called 
St. John for Governor John P. St. John (1879-1883), however, 
by an act of the Legislature, it was changed to Logan in honor 
of General John A. Logan, who had died the year before. 


LOGAN (Phillips) 878 -- Founded in 1870 by Civil War veterans, named for General 
John A. Logan, their former commander. 


LONE ELM (Anderson) 82 -- The first Post Office established here in 1879 was called 
Lone Elm. The town that grew here was first called Reeve 
but in 1886 the name of the town was changed to Lone Elm 
for the old Lone Elm Post Office, in order that the names 
would be the same. 
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LONE OAK (Crawford) -- A small settlement on the Frisco Railroad which is supposed 
to have been named for an oak tree of outsize proportion. 


LONGFORD (Clay) 166 -- Established 1870, the town was first called Chapman but was 


Pete for Longford, Ireland, by settlers who had come from 
ree 


LONG ISLAND (Phillips) 220 -- Settled in 1871 by a group of Holland Dutch and so 


named because of its position between two creeks that 
run parallel for many miles. 


LONGTON (Elk) 403 -= Founded in 1869, first called Elk Rapids but to avoid confusion 
with neighboring Elk Falls, the town was renamed Longton for a 
village in England by Herbert Capper, one of the town company. 


LORING (Wyandotte) 50 -- A small station on the Union Pacific Railroad, named by the 
company, supposedly for an official. 
LORRAINE (Ellsworth) 167 -- The first settlement was made one mile west of here in 
: 1877 and called Greengarden. When the Union Pacific 
Railroad built through the area in 1886, the town was 
moved to be on the railroad and renamed in 1887 to honor 
the daughter of an official of the Union Pacific. 


LOST SPRINGS (Marion) 173 -* Named for a spring about which the town was built. The 
Indians called the spring Nee-nee-oke-pi-yah, which means 
\ “lost water," and the Spaniards called it Perdida, which 
means essentially the same thing. There is a story that 
the Indians destroyed the spring to discourage white 
settlement here but others say that a saloonkeeper de- 
stroyed it in order to encourage consumption of his 
wares instead of the water of the spring. The most log- 
ical explanation for the name, however, is that the water 
of the spring disappeared after flowing a short distance 
which gave rise to the name of "Lost Springs." 


LOUISBURG (Miami) 850 -- Founded in 1867, first called Little St. Louis, the town 
was renamed at the request of the Post Office Department to 
avoid confusion with St. Louis, Missouri, in 1870. 


LOUISVILLE (Pottawatomie) 249 -- Named for Louis Wilson, the son of the original 
preemptor of the town site. 


LOVEWELL (Jewell) 50 -- Founded 1887, the town was named by the Santa Fe Railway for 
Thomas Lovewell, Civil War veteran, scout, guide, and Indian 
fighter, who was the first permanent settler in the White 
Rock Valley, and who donated land for the railroad, a church, 
and a school. 


LOWE (Finney) -- Named for Thaddeus Lowe. 
LOWELL (Cherokee) 200 -- Platted October 5, 1876, the town was one of the first sett- 
. lements in Cherokee County and is said to have been named 
in honor of one of the town founders. 


LUCAS (Russell) 603 -- Named by settlers for Lucas Place in St. Louis, Missouri. 


LUCERNE (Sheridan) 20 -- This is the French word for "alfalfa," which is grown succ- 
essfully in this area. 
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LUDELL (Rawlins) 100 -- Founded 1880, named by Virgil Dimmick in honor of Louella 
Goodin. First called Louella, the Post Office Department 
would not accept this name so it was changed by taking the 
first part of the name and adding “dell." 


LURAY (Russell) 344 -=- Founded 1871, the town was first called Lura and was so named 
= by a young settler from Ohio for his fiancee back in that 
state. When he received word that she had married another man, 
he went on west. Lura was changed to Luray in 1887. 


LYLE (Decatur) 3 -- Established as a Post Office June 6, 1874 on the original Norton- 
Oberlin mail route, Lyle is said to have been named in honor of 
an early day minister. Post Office discontinued January 2, 1907. 


*LYNDON (Osage) 915 -- Founded 1870, named by one of the founders for Lyndon, Vermont. 


LYON COUNTY (1860) -=- This county was first named Breckinridge in honor of Senator 
John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky, who became Vice President of 
the United States in 1856. The name of the county was changed 
in 1862 to Lyon in honor of General Nathaniel Lyon who had been 
killed while in command of the Union Army at the battle of 
Wilson's Creek, Missouri, August 10, 1861. 


*LYONS (Rice) 4,701 -- Founded in 1876 by, and named for, Truman J. Lyons. 


_ MACKSVILLE (Stafford) 579 --,Named for George Mack, who built the first home on the 
town site in 1877, and served as the first Postmaster 
here. 


MADISON (Greenwood) 1,138 -- Named from a former town of this name called “Old Madi- 
son," which received its name from Madison Township 
@) within which it is located. 


MAGNA CITY (Butler) -- "Magna" is a Latin word meaning “great," hence the name means 
"great city." 


MAHASKA (Washington) 195 -= Named for a Chief of the Kiowa Indians. 
MAIZE (Sedgwick) 870 -- A Spanish word meaning "Indian Corn." 


MANCHESTER (Dickinson) 164 -=- Established 1887, first called Keystone, the name of 
the town was later changed for Manchester, England. 


*MANHATTAN (Riley) 19,314 -- There were two towns on the site of present day Manhattan 
in 1854. One was called Poleska, established by Colonel 
George S. Parker of Parkerville, Missouri, and the other 
was Called Canton, established by a committee of The New 
England Emigrant Aid Company. These two towns consoli- 
dated under the name of Boston. In 1855 a party of emi- 
grants from Ohio established a town site near present day 
Junction City and called it Manhattan, after the New York 
City borough. The people of Manhattan then closed a deal 
with the Boston Association whereby they were given half 
of the Boston town site to move their town there. By 
mutual agreement the combined towns were named Manhattan. — 


*MANKATO (Jewell) 1,407 -- Founded about 1872, the town was first called Jewell Center 
because of its central location in the county. In 1880 the 
name was changed to Mankato for Mankato, Minnesota, at the 
suggestion of a former county commissioner who -had lived 
there. The name comes from the Dakota Indian word ma-ka'-to 
meaning “blue earth." 
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MANSFIELD (Finney) -- Named for Mansfield, Ohio. 


MANTER (Stanton) 200 -- Founded August 29, 1922 by the Santa Fe Railway and named 
; for an official of the railroad. 


MANTEY (Linn) 12 -= Named for an early settler of this name. 


MAPLE CITY (Cowley) 106 -= So named for the maple grove growing in the vicinity when 
the town was established. 


MAPLE HILL (Wabaunsee) 249 -- Named for a rounded mound nearby on which maple trees 
grew. 


MAPLETON (Bourbon) 152 -= Named by Vermont settlers who took a nostalgic delight in 
the maple trees growing here at the time of the founding 
of the town. These maple trees had also provided sugar for 


the Potawatomi Indians for some time before the coming of 
the white man. 


MARIADAHL (Riley) 30 -~ Named for Maria Johnson, the mother of John A. Johnson, the 
first Swedish settler in Kansas. 


MARIENTHAL (Wichita) 84 -- Named by Germanic-Russian settlers for a town of this — 
2name in Russia. 


MARION COUNTY (1860) == Named for Marion County, Ohio, which received its name from 
‘General Francis Marion of Revolutionary War fame. 


*MARION (Marion) 2,247 -=- Settled in 1860, Marion received its name from Marton Coun- 
ty, which received its name indirectly from General Francis 
Marion of South Carolina. 


MARMATON (Bourbon) 20 == There have been three town sites by this name in Bourbon 
County. The first Marmaton was established February 6, 
1858. Another town by the name of Marmiton was incorpora- 
ted by act of the Legislature about three miles west of the 
first town. The town was sacked and burned October 22, 
1864, this event being known as the "Marmiton Massacre.“ 

In 1882, after the building of the St. Louis, Fort Scott & 
Wichita Railroad, which passed about three-fourths mile 
north of Marmiton, the town was moved to be on the railroad. 
The new town was platted by the president of the railroad 
November 18, 1882, and a Post Office was established. By 
petition of the citizens, the spelling was changed back to 
the original town name of Marmatone The reason for the 
original town being so named is not definitely known but it 
is believed to have been for one of the town founders. 


MARQUETTE (McPherson) 621 -- Named by one of the town founders, H. S. Bacon, for his 
home town of Marquette, Michigan. 


MARSHALL COUNTY (1855) ~- Named for Frank J. Marshall, who established a ferry on 
the Big Blue River at the crossing of the old Independence- 
California Road in 1849. As a prominent member of the 
first Legislature he had his own name applied to the county 


when it was organized. 


*MARYSVILLE super thy 4,101 -- Named for Mrs. Mary Marshall, wife of Frank J. Marsh- 
all, pioneer merchant, operator of Marshall‘s Ferry 
on the Big Blue River here, member of the Legislature, 
and pro-slavery candidate for Governor in 1857. 


MATFIELD GREEN (Chase) 99 -- Named by D. W. Mercer for his former home of Matfield 
Green, England. 


MATTOON (Wyandotte) 100 -- Named by Illinois settlers for Mattoon, Illinois. 


MAY DAY (Riley) 35 -- First called Stanton. In 1869 the Post Office Department was 
sent an application for a Post Office. The authority for the 
Post .Office was dated April 13, 1871 but as there was another 
Stanton, Kansas, A. S. Edgerton, the first Postmaster, was 
asked to select another name. As the Post Office was opened 
about May 1, 1871, he chose the name “May Day," which was 
accepted. 


MAYETTA (Jackson) 220 -= Founded 1886 by Mrs. E. E. Lunger, who donated land to the 
Rock Island Railroad, the town was named from a combination 
of the first and middle names of her young daughter who had 
died some time before, Mary Henrietta Lunger. 
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MAYFIELD (Sumner) 111 -- Founded 1880, named for a niece of the president of the town 


company » George Hutchinson, who was fond of roaming the field 


in which the town came to be located. The spot had been 
known as “May's field" before the town was established. 


MAYWOOD (Wyandotte) 55 -- So named from the old Maywood Store established hast by a 
pioneer settler of that name. 


McCRACKEN (Rush) 430 -- Named for William McCracken of New York City, an official of 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 


McCUNE .(Crawford) 543 -- Founded 1879, named for Isaac McCune, on whose farm the town 
‘was established by Mr. McCune. 


McDONALD (Rawlins) 309 -- Established as a railroad boom town in 1887 by R. L. 
McDonald, the rancher who owned the land. 


McFARLAND (Wabaunsee) 249 -- Platted 1887, named for Judge McFarland, one of the town 
founders. 


McLAINS (Harvey) 15 -=- Founded 1890, named for bankers Charles, Orlando, and Earnest 
McLains who later absconded with the bank's funds which caused 
the bank to fail. The name of the town was retained, however. 


McLOUTH (Jefferson) 509 -- Named for the owner of the town site, Amos McLouth. 


McPHERSON COUNTY. (1870) -- Named in honor of General James B. McPherson, U.S. Volun- 
teers, Commander of the Army of the Tennessee, who was 
, killed in battle at Atlanta, Georgia, July 22, 1864. 


Mires ae (McPherson) 9,359 -- Founded 1872, McPherson received its name from the 
county, named for General James B. McPherson. 


MEADE COUNTY (1885) -- Named in honor of Major General George G. Meade, United States 
Army, who after a distinguished military career, died in 1872. 


*MEADE (Meade) 1,817 -- Founded 1885, named from the county, which was named for Major 
General George G. Meade, distinguished U. S. Army officer. 
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MEDICINE LODGE (Barber) 2,972 -- For many years before white settlement, the Indians 
believed the Medicine River to have curative powers. 
Members of all the tribes in the southwest would 
come to the lodge which they had established here 
E : to bathe, pray, and fast in order that their bodily 
ills might be cured. In October, 1867, Kiowa, Com- 
_ anche, Arapahoe, Apache and Cheyenne Indians signed 
peace treaties with the Federal government here. 
When the town was established in 1873, its founders 
Called it Medicine Lodge. 


MEDINA (Jefferson) 9 -- Named for Medina, Ohio, at the suggestion of John Speer, of 
Lawrence. 
MEDORA (Reno) 100 =- Named for Medora, Indiana. This is a name coined by Lord Byron 


in his poem, “The Corsair," published in 1814, in which Medora 
is the Corsair’s patient wife. 


MELROSE (Cherokee) 100 -- Named for Melrose, Massachusetts. 


MELVERN (Osage) 418 -- Founded 1870, first called Junction Hill, the name was later 
changed for Malvern Hills in England, the birthplace of 
Charles Cochran. The "a" was mistakenly changed to "e" and 
the name remained Melvern. 
MENLO (Thomas) 87 -- When the Plainville Branch of the Union Pacific Railroad was 
' built in 1888, the little town of Mystic, one and one-half miles 
north of the present site of Menlo, was moved here and renamed 
Zilla by the railroad. Since at that time there was already a 
5 town of this name in Kansas, the name "Menlo" was selected but 
the exact reason for this choice is not now knowne 


MENOKEN (Shawnee) -- An Indian word meaning "a good growing place." 


MENTOR (Saline) 38 -- Thought to be named for Mentor, Ohio. From Greek, it means 
"counselor" and stems from the friend to whom Odysseus entrus- 
ted his house when he set out for Troy. 


MERCIER (Brown) 75 -- Founded predominantly by German Catholics, the town was first 
called Germantown. During World War I the townspeople, loyal 
to their adopted country, changed the name to Mercier in honor 
of a Belgian Catholic Cardinal persecuted by the Germans. 


MERIDEN (Jefferson) -- Platted 1872, named for Meriden, Connecticut, by Newel Colby 
who had come from there. 


MERRIAM (Johnson) 4,889 -- First called Campbelltown, the name was changed in 1873 
to Glenwood. Some time between 1873 and 1882 the town 
name was again changed, this time to "Merriam" in honor 
of a man by the name of Merriam, who was instrumental in 
the building of the Frisco Railroad through the town. 


MERRICK (Lyon) -- Named for R. G. Merrick, Assistant Freight and Traffic Manager of 
the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


} tat county (1855) -- This county was first called Lykins in honor of David Lykins, 
who was a missionary among the Miami Indians and a member of 


the first Territorial Councile The name was changed in 1861 
for the Miami Tribe of Indianse 
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MICHIGAN VALLEY (Osage) 75 -- Named by settlers for the location and for their home 
state. 


MILAN (Sumner) 187 -- From Milan in Italy. 


p MILBERGER (Russell) 101 -- Started as three dugouts about 1872. When a settlement 
grew here, it was first called Muhlberger for a German- 
Russian family of this name. Later the town name was 
changed to its present form of "Milberger.“ 


MILFORD (Geary) 260 -- Established April, 1855, the town was first called Bacheller. 
It was renamed at the request of the Postmaster in 1868 as he 
was annoyed because the name was so often misspelled on mail. 
The name "Milford" was formed from a combination of "mill" - 
due to the mill which was built here on the Republican River, 
and “ford" - as it was necessary to ford the stream to get to 
the mill. 


MILLER (Lyon) 125 -= Named for the Miller brothers who owned a ranch here on which 
' the Missouri Pacific Railroad built a siding. 


MILTONVALE (Cloud) 765 -- Named for Milton Tootle, who founded the town in 1879. 
MINGO (Thomas) 25 -- Named for a branch of the Sioux Indian Tribe. 


*MINNEAPOLIS (Ottawa) 2,023 -- Founded 1866, the name was formed from a combination 
of Indian and Greek words. "Mini™ is an Indian word 
meaning "waters" and "polis" is from Greek and means 
“city,” the name "Minneapolis" thus meaning “city of 

2 waters. It was so named because it was established 
on the Solomon River. 


MINNEOLA (Clark) 651 -- Established 1887, the name of the town came from a combination 
of those of Mrs. Minnie Davis and Mrs. Ola Watson, in whose 
honor the town was so named. 


MISSION (Johnson) 4,625 -- When first established about 1830, this was the site of 
Shawnee Indian Mission and gateway to the Santa Fe Trail. 
The Shawnee Mission was a Methodist Institution. The 
town was long known as “Shawnee Mission" but the "Shawnee" 
was eventually dropped. 


MITCHELL COUNTY (1870) -=- Named in honor of William D. Mitchell, Private in Co. K, 
2nd Kansas Cavalry, later a Captain in the 2nd Kentucky 
Cavalry, who was killed at Monroe's Cross Roads, North 
Carolina, March 10, 1865. 


MODOC (Scott) 35 == Named from Modoc Indians. The name means “southerners.” 


MOLINE (Elk) 714 -- Founded in 1879, named for Moline, Illinois, the former home of 
its founder... 


MONMOUTH (Crawford) 60 -- Laid out 1866 by L. Manlowe on his own farm, named by him 
for Monmouth, Illinois. 


& MONTANA (Labette) 93 -- Established 1866, the name is of Latin derivation and means 
"mountainous." 


MONTEZUMA (Gray) 522 -- Founded in 1887, named for the Aztec Chief of Mexico City 
whom Cortez conquered. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY (1869) -- Named for General Richard Montgomery, Revolutionary War 


General, who was killed in the Battle of Quebec on Dec=- 
ember 31, 1775. 


MONT ICELLO (Johnson) 27 -- Named for the estate and residence of Thomas Jefferson at 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 


MONT IDA (Anderson) 60 -- Founded March, 1880, by Dr. Broomhall, the town was first 
called Oneida, so named by his two daughters. When the 
Post Office was established in December of 1880, it was 
discovered that another town in Kansas already had that 
name so the town was renamed “Mont Ida“ for one of his 
daughters and a relative... 


MONTROSE (Jewell) 100 -- Founded about 1885, named after Montrose, Scotland, by a 
: surveyor of the Rock Island Railroad, who saw a resemblance 
between the area here and the hills of his native Scotland. 


MONUMENT (Logan) ‘141 -- So named from the monument which the town company started to 
erect in 1888 in honor of General John A. Logan some two 
years after his death. It was to be 40 feet square at the 
base with an 85 foot tower, on top of which it was planned 
to place a statue of General Logan. The expense was to be 
borne by old soldiers, but donations and collections did not 
match expectations and the monument was never completed. 
Eventually the structure was damaged by high wind and, as it 
was considered unsafe, was finally torn down, and only the 
settlement about it remained. 


MOONLIGHT (Dickinson) 22 -- Named for Thomas Moonlight of Leavenworth, who served as 
Secretary of State of Kansas 1869-1871. 


MORAN (Allen) 573 -- Named for the capitalist, Daniel Comyan Moran. 


MORAY (Doniphan) 35 -- Founded 1869, originally called East Norway. The name was 
changed after World War I at the instigation of the railroad 
agent, who named it “Morey” after the Superintendent of the 
Ste Joseph and Grand Island Railroad, who objected, so the 
name was revised to "Moray." 


MOREHEAD (Labette) 100--- Founded about 1858, the town was named in honor of a 
conductor on the Ael.&S.F. Railway. 


MORGANVILLE (Clay) 211 -- Founded in 1870 by, and named for, Ebenezer Morgan. 


MORLAND (Graham) 350 -- Organized in 1886, the town was first called Fremont in honor 
of General John Fremont, but when the Union Pacific Railroad 
built through three years later, it was renamed Morland in 
honor of an official of the railroad. 


MORRILL (Brown) -- Named for Edmund Needham Morrill, Governor of Kansas 1895-1897. 
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MORRIS COUNTY (1855) -- Originally this county was named Wise for Governor Henry A. 
Wiss of Virginia. The name was changed in 1859 to Morris in 

honor of Thomas Morris, United States Senator from Ohio, an 


opponent of slavery, who died in 1844. 
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MORRONVILLE (Washington) 205 -- Founded in 1884, the town was named for its founder, 
Cal Morrow, State Senator 1876-1890. First called 
Morrow, the name was changed to Morrowville in 1896. 
According to a popular story, this change was made 
at the request of the railroad because ticket agents 
were confused by requests for a “ticket to Morrow,” 
which sounded like “tomorrow.” 


MORSE (Johnson) 58 -- Established as a siding on the Santa Fe Railway, believed to 
have been named for the owner of the land on which the settle- 
ment was established. 


MORTON COUNTY (1886) -- Named in honor of Oliver P. Morton, Governor of Indiana, who 
also served as United States Senator from that state. 


MOSCOW (Stevens) 220 -- Established 1912, so named from a former town which had been 


located nearby and called Moscos. The original town, which 
was started in 1887, had been named for Moscoso, one of 
Coronado's men. 


*MOUND CITY (Linn) 687 -- Founded in 1857, first called Moundville, so named from 


Sugar Mound, an early landmark east of the town. The name 
was later changed to Mound City. 


_ MOUNDRIDGE (McPherson) 1,170~- Founded by German Mennonites, first called Christian. 


In 1886 the original town was moved to higher ground 
and renamed for Mound Township in which it is located 


and for the elevation on which it lies, at the sugges- 
tion of D. P. Jones, who was in charge of construction 


for the Missouri Pacific Railroad in this area. 


MOUND VALLEY (Labette) 471 -- Established 1869 (Post Office in 1870), so named for 
a range of mound-like hills in this vicinity. 


MOUNT HOPE iSetaeisee 524 -- Named by settlers from Mount Hope Township, McLean 
County, Illinois. 


MULBERRY (Crawford) 733 -- Established 1875, first called Mulberry Grove for a grove 
of wild mulberry trees which was used as a camping spot 
by Indians, soldiers, and travelers. The name was later 
shortened to its present form of Mulberry. 


MULLINVILLE (Kiowa) 407 -= Founded in 1874 by, and named for, Judge Mullins. 


MULVANE (Sumner) 2,968 -- Laid out in 1879, named for John R. Mulvane of Topeka, a 
construction contractor for the building of the A.T.& S.F. 
Railway. 


MUNCIE (Wyandotte) 100 -- Named for the old Muncie (Munsee) Indian settlement here. 
MUNDEN (Republic) 170 -- Established 1887, named for John Munden, owner of the site. 
MUNJOR (Ellis) 150 -- Named by settlers for a town of this name in Russia. 


MURDOCK (Kingman) 100 -- Founded 1880 when the Santa Fe Railway built through this 
area, it was first called New Murdock because of the Post 
Office of Murdock, which was in Butler County at that time. 
The "New" was dropped about 1910 when the town was put on a 
different route. Murdock received its name from the Murdock 
family, founders of “The Wichita Eagle." 
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MUSCOTAH (Atchison) 256 -~ Laid out 1856 two miles northeast of -the present town 


site, Muscotah is a Kickapoo Indian word meaning “beauti- 
ful prairie" or "prairie of fire." The town was moved to 


iecneerts site in 1867 to be on the Union Pacific Rail- 
road. 


NARKA (Republic) 158 == Established 1887, Narka was named in honor of the daughter 


of an official of the Rock Island Railroad. 
NASHVILLE (Kingman) 147 -- Founded 1887, the town was named by settlers for the cap- 
ital city of Tennessee at the suggestion of a man by the 
name of John Brown, who had come from there. 


NATOMA (Osborne) 766 -- Founded .1888, Natoma is an Indian word meaning “new birth." 


The town was named by R. F. Baldwin, an early settler, who 
was a lawyer and horse trainer. 


NAVARRE (Dickinson) 79 <= Founded 1882, Navarre received its name from an ancient 
province and kingdom of Spain. 


NAYLOR (Cherokee) 10 -- Founded in the 1920s when lead and zinc mining were in full 


swing in this area, the town was named for a farmer by the 
name of Naylor. 


NEAL (Greenwood) 80 <= Named for an official of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 


NEMAHA COUNTY (1855) -=- Named for a river of this name in Nebraska, one of the 
branches of which drains the northern half of the county. 
“Nemaha" is an Otoe Indian word meaning “miry water river." 


NEODESHA (Wilson) 3,963 -- Laid out in 1869, Neodesha is an Indian word meaning 
"meeting of the waters." It was so named because it is 
situated at the confluence of the Verdigris and Fall 
Rivers. 


NEOSHO. COUNTY (1864) -=- This county was originally called Dorn (see Labette County). 
Its name was changed to Neosho after the Neosho River which 
traverses the county from northwest to southeast. The Neosho 
River was named by the Osage Indians, the word meaning, “clear, 
cold water." 


NEOSHO FALLS (Woodson) 226 -- Settled in 1857, named for the falls in the Neosho 
River, on which the town is located. 


NEOSHO RAPIDS (Lyon) 177 -- So named from its close proximity to the rapids in the 
Neosho River. 


NEOSHO RIVER (Neosho) 11 -- From the river of this name that traverses Neosho County. 
NESS COUNTY (1880) -- Named in honor of Noah V. Ness, Corporal of Co. G, 7th Kansas 
: Cavalry, who died at Abbeyville, Mississippi, August 22, 1864, 
of wounds received in action on August 19, 1864. 


*NESS CITY (Ness) 1,560 -- Named from the county, which was named for Corporal Noah V. 
Ness of the 7th Kansas Cavalry. 


NETAWAKA (Jackson) 223 -- Founded 1866, the town received its name from a Kickapoo 
Indian word meaning "fair view. 
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NEUTRAL cherokee)’ 5 -- Laid out by the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad 
August 27, 1883, supposedly named for the policy or attitude 
of the founders regarding some squabble prevailing at that 
time, but the exact reason for this choice of a name is not 
now known. 


) NEVA (Chase) 10 -- Founded about 1872, first called Evan's Station from the Evans | 
farm which was nearby. Located on the main line of the Santa Fe | 
Railway where the Superior Branch turns toward Nebraska, the 
reason for the name being later changed to Neva is not definitely 
known but may have been in honor of the wife of an official. 


NEW ALBANY (Wilson) 107 -- Established 1866, named by settlers for New Albany, 
Indiana. 


NEW ALMELO (Norton) 85 -=- From Almelo, a city in the Netherlands. 


NEW CAMBRIA (Saline) 182 -- First called Donmeyer for an early settler of this name, 
the town name was later changed to New Cambria, which is 
the Latin name for new "Wales." 


NEWMAN (Jefferson) 200 -- Laid out in 1867 by, and named for, H. L. Newman. 


NEW SALEM (Cowley) 65 -=- Established 1880 by settlers from Illinois, named for the 
city of Salem in that state. 


*NEWION (Harvey) 14,778 -- Named for Newton, Massachusetts, a suburb of Boston, where 
many of the stockholders of the A.T.&S.F. Railway lived. 
Newton was founded in 1871, the same year the Sa Fe 
Railway arrived here. 


NICKERSON (Reno) 1,073 -- Established 1875, it was first located one mile east of 
the present site and named for Thomas Nickerson, an off- 
icial of the A.T.&S.F. Railway. The town was moved to 
the present location in 1878. 


NICODEMUS (Graham) 71 -- Settled in 1877 by Exodusters (so called from the book of 
Exodus in the Bible, which tells of the journey of the 
Children of Israel from slavery in Egypt to the promised 
land of Canaan), an all-negro community, and the only one 
in Kansas, the town was named for the legendary Nicodemus 
who came to America in a slave ship and later purchased his 
liberty. Like the Israelites of old, the Exodusters also 
left a land where they had been slaves--jin the southern 
states of the U.S., and came to Kansas, which they called 
their promised land. 


NILES (Ottawa) 132 -- First settled in 1882 about one and one-half miles from the 
present site by a group from Niles, Ohio, the town was first 
called Georgetown. After a bad flood in 1884, the town was 
moved to its present location and renamed Nilesville for their 
old home town. The name was later shortened to its present 
form of Niles. 


NIOTAZE (Chautauqua) 124 -- Surveyed 1886, first called Newport, but as the Post Off- 
3 ice Department confused it with Newport, Kentucky, this 
name was not satisfactory. When the D.M.&A. Railroad 
built a switch here, it was called “Niota™ which is an 
Indian word meaning "a valley between two hills” and is 
descriptive of the location. To avoid confusion with a 
town in Kansas, at that time, called "Miota™ and towns 
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called "Niota" in other states, the “ze" was added by 
the Postmaster and accepted by the Post Office Department. 


NITER (Wyandotte) -- From Latin, the name means potassium nitrate, a chemical common- 
ly referred to as saltpeter. 


p NORCATUR (Decatur) 335 -- First called Rockwell City for its founder, Mrs. William 
Rockwell, the name was later changed to Norcatur, so named 
because of its proximity to the Norton-Decatur County line. 


NORTHBRANCH (Jewell) 40 -= Founded 1887, so named because it was a settlement of 
Quakers which was located north (and west) of an older 
settlement and known as the North Branch thereof. At a 
later date the Post Office Department changed the name of 
the Post Office which sprang up here to its present form 
of spelling. 


NORTH CEDAR (Jefferson) 12 -- Founded 1889, so named by settlers for the north fork 
of Cedar Creek, on which the community is located. 


NORTON COUNTY (1872) -= Named in memory of Orloff Norton, Captain of Co. L, 15th Kan- 
sas Cavalry, killed by guerillas at Cane Hill, Arkansas, on 
October 29, 1865. 


*NORTON (Norton) 3,401 -= Platted 1872, first called Billingsville for its founder, 
Ne H. Billings, the town was renamed for the county which 
was named for Captain Orloff Norton of the 15th Kansas 
Cavalry. 


NORTONVILLE (Jefferson) 619 -=- Named for T. L. Norton Jr., Roadmaster of the- A.T.&S.F. 
3 Railway. 


NORWAY (Republic) 100 -= Settled 1869, named by Norwegian settlers for their ances- 
tral homeland. 


NORWICH (Kingman) 429 -- Named for Norwich, Connecticut, by a Mr. Burns, Superinten- 
dent of the Missouri Pacific Railroad, who had come from 
there. 


NORWOOD (Franklin) 10 -= The Post Office was established here in 1873. Located on 
the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad (now the 
Santa Fe), the town was named for the novel "Norwood" which 
was written by Henry Ward Beecher, American clergyman, editor, 
lecturer, orator and writer, who died March 8, 1887. 


OAKHILL (Clay) 64 -- So named by settlers for the presence of oak trees in the area 
of their town site. 


OAKLEY (Logan) 2,198 == Organized 1885, named in honor of Mrs. Eliza Oakley Gardner 
Hoag, by her son, David D. Hoag of Kansas City, a surveyor. 


OAK VALLEY (Elk) 100 == Laid out September, 1879 as a station on the Kansas City, 
Lawrence and Southern Railroad, the town was located at the 
confluence of Hickory Creek and the Elk River, in a forest 
composed mostly of oak trees, from which it received its 
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*OBERLIN (Decatur) 2,328 -- Platted 1878, first called Westfield, the town was later 
renamed for Oberlin, Ohio. 
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CCHELTREE (Johnson) 85 -- Founded 1857, named in honor of an early day editor and 
land owner. 


ODENSE (Neosho) 8 -= For a city of this name in Denmark. 


ODIN (Barton) 105 -- Named for Odin, Illinois. The name stems from Norse mythology 
and is a name given the god of war, of those slain in battle, 
of wisdom, and poetry. | 


OFFERLE (Edwards) 238 -- Established 1876, named for Lawrence Offerle, one of the 
town founders. 


OGALLAH (Trego) 129 -=- Founded 1878, there are two versions of how the town received 
its name. One is that it was named for the Ogalla Indians. 
Another version is that “Ogallah" is an Indian word meaning 
"high hill" and that the town received this name because of 
the sharp incline from Ellis to Ogallah. 


OGDEN (Riley) 1,870 -- Founded by Dr. Daniel L. Chandler in 1856, named in honor of 
Major E. A. Ogden, founder of Fort Riley, who had died at the 
Fort August 3, 1855, during an epidemic of cholera. 


OKETO (Marshall) 152 -- Incorporated in 1870, the town was named for a Chief of the 
Otoe Indians, Arkaketah, but this name was shortened to its 
present form of “Oketo" by early residents. 


*OLATHE (Johnson) 9,596 -= Founded in 1857, named by the organizer of the town company, 
Dr. John Barton. Olathe is a Shawnee Indian word meaning 
"beautiful." 


OLIVET (Osage) 120 -- Founded 1869 by a company of stockholders who had raised the 
sum of $10,000 for the establishment of a town in Kansas of 
the New Church (Swedenborgian) and located two miles north of 
the present site, the name comes from Mt. Olivet in Jerusalem. 


OLMITZ (Barton) 152 -- Named after the capital of their old European homeland by 
settlers from Moravia, now a part of Czechoslovakia. 


OLPE (Lyon) 368 -- Established 1882, first called Bitlertown after the owner of the 
land, the name was changed by settlers for Olpe, Westphalia, 
Gerthany, who were mainly from there. 


OLSBURG (Pottawatomie) 130 -- Established in the late 1870s, the town was first called 
Olesburgh and was named in honor of an early resident, 
Ole Thrulson. It was later revised to its present form 
of spelling, “Olsburg." 


ONAGA (Pottawatomie) 839 -- Established 1877, the town was named from a Potawatomi 
Indian named "Onago" by R. W. Jenkins. The final “o" was 
changed to the present “a” by Paul E. Havens, Secretary 
of the Kansas Central Railroad. 


ONEIDA (Nemaha) 116 -- Established in 1873 by Colonel Cyrus Shinn of Virginia on a 
plot of 400 acres purchased for promotion of a big city, the 
settlement was first called Shinntown. Colonel Shinn gave a 
free lot to anyone who would settle here, but forbade the sale 
of liquor, creating one of the first prohibition towns in Kan- 
saSe As soon as the Colonel died, the townspeople changed the 
name of their town to Oneida for Oneida, Illinois. 
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ONEONTA (Cloud) -- From Oneonta, New York. 


ONONDAGA (Linn) -- So named from the county of this name in New York state, which 
received its name from an Indian tribe, a branch of the Iroquois. 
The word means, literally, “on top of the hill.” 


ONTARIO (Jackson) -- So named by settlers for the Province of this name in Canada. 


OPOLIS (Crawford) 160 -- A name derived from the Greek word "polis" meaning "city." 
’ Founded 1868, the town was first called State Line but was 


changed to its present name when the Frisco Railroad was 
built through here. 


ORCHARD (Cowley) -- So named from a substantial orchard owned by an early settler. 


CRION (Gove) 20 -- Named 


from a constellation on the equator east of Taurus, repre- 


sented on charts by the figure of a hunter with belt and sword. 


OSAGE COUNTY (1855) -- This county was first called Weller for John B. Weller, who 
served terms as governor of both Ohio and California. The 
name was changed in 1859 to Osage from the Osage River, the 
headwaters of which drain almost the entire county. 


OSAGE CITY (Osage) 2,287 


OSAWATOMIE (Miami) 4,743 


OSBORNE COUNTY (1871) -- 


~- Platted 1869, named from the county, which was named for 
the Osage River. "Osage" is an Indian word meaning 
7 BtCLOngs” 


-- Surveyed 1855, the name was formed from a combination of 
the names of the Osage and Potawatomi Indian Tribes, both 
of which had villages in the vicinity of the present town 
site. 


Named in honor of Vincent B. Osberne, Private of Co. A, 2nd 
Kansas Cavalry, who was severely wounded during the Civil 
Ware 


*OSBCRNE (Osborne) 2,016 -- Named from the county, which was named for Private Vincent 


‘B. Osborne of the 2nd Kansas Cavalry. 


*OSKALOOSA (Jefferson) 808 -- Settled in 1855, there are two versions of how the town 


- 


was named. One version is that it was named after 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, by its founder, Dr. James Noble, who 
laid it out after the plan of the Iowa community. 
Another version is that it was named for the wife of the 
Indian Chief, Mahaska. 


*OSWEGO (Labette) 2,179 -- Settled in 1865, the Post Office here was established in 


1866. First called Little Town, it was later renamed by 
settlers for their former home, Oswego, New York. An Indian 
word, it means, “where the valley widens." 


OTEGO (Jewell) ‘100 -- A small station on the Rock Island Railroad, the settlement was 
first called Elium but since there was, at that time, another 
town of this name in Kansas, it was changed to Otego for, it is 
believed, the community of this name in New York state. 


OTIS (Rush) 384 -- There 


are two versions of how Otis, which was founded in 1886, re- 


ceived its name. One version is that it was founded by Major E. 
Moderwell and named for his son, Otis. Another version is that 
it was named for a man named Otis who donated lots on which to 


build 


a grade school. 
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OTTAWA COUNTY (1866) -- Named for the Ottawa Tribe of Indians. 


*OTTAWA (Franklin) 10,657 -- Established 1864, named for the Ottawa Tribe of Indians, 


whose reservation once occupied the surrounding area. 


; OTTUMWA (Coffey) 75 -- Named for a city of this name in Iowa. 


OVERBROOK (Osage) 490 -- Named by settlers for Overbrook, Pennsylvania. 


OVERLAND PARK (Johnson) 900 -- W. B. Strong very early obtained options on several 


hundred acres of land in the vicinity of the present 
day city, and also obtained a right of way for an in- 
terurban line to operate between Olathe and Kansas 
City. The station for the interurban was located at 
what is now 80th and Santa Fe (this spot was also an 
over-night stop for caravans on the Santa Fe Trail). 
At a point about three blocks north of the station, 
he stood observing the surrounding area and remarked 
to a friend that he could see all over the land that. 
was in the community. Later on, when a discussion 
took place regarding the naming of this station on the 
interurban, it was agreed to call it “Overland Park." 
A shopping and residential area grew up here but the 
town was never incorporated until May, 1960. 


OXFORD (Sumner) 987 -- Originally called Nappawalla after an Indian Chief but re- 
named in 1871 by the Oxford Town and Immigration Company to 
Oxford because they hoped to build here a center of learning 
similar to that of Oxford, England. There is a popular storys; 
too, that the town was named from a ford across the Arkansas 


Ford" 


River. 
helping wagons across this ford, which came to be called "Ox 


A nearby settler owned a team of oxen and made a profit 


and when the town grew up here, it was given the name 


of Oxford. 


OZAWKIE (Jefferson) 250 -- Founded 1854, Ozawkie is an Indian word meaning "golden 
falling leaves." 


PADONIA (Brown) 33 -- Named for an early local inn owner of this name. 


PAGE CITY (Logan) 84 <= When 


first settled, the community was given the Biblical name 


of Boaz, which means "lovely,™ but was shortly renamed for 


Page 


County, Iowa, from where a group of settlers had come. 


PALCO (Rooks) 602 -=- There are two versions of how Palco received its name. One is 


that it 
Pacific 
that it 
letters 
Pacific 


PALESTINE (Sumner) 4 -- From 


was formed from a combination of the names of two Union 
Railroad officials, Palmer and Cole. Another version is 
was named by citizens of the town from the initial 

of the last names of five men who helped build the Union 
through the town. 


the ancient region of southwest Asia bordering on the 


Mediterranean Sea. 


PALMER (Washington) 157 -- Founded 1882, the town was first located one and one-half 


miles south of its present location, and was named for 
J. Palmer, County Superintendent of Schools. It was later 


moved to be on the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 
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*PAOLA (Miami) 4,635 -- Established in 1855, named for Baptiste Peoria, one of the 
founders. For about a year it was known as Peoria Village, 
but the name was corrupted through mispronunciation to its 
present form of "Paola." 


PARADISE (Russell) 141 -- First called Ivamar, the town was later renamed for 
Paradise Creek, on which it is located. 


¢PARK (Gove) 228 -- Founded 1878, first called Buffalo for the buffalo that roamed 
the area at the time, but since there was another town in Kansas 
named Buffalo, it was changed in 1879 to Buffalo Park. Due to the 
confusion of mail with Buffalo, the Post Office Department changed 
the name in 1898 to Park. The Union Pacific Railroad still lists 
its station here as "Buffalo Park." 


PARKER (Linn) 204 == Founded 1869, named for J. W. Parker, the former owner of the 
town site. 


PARKERVILLE (Morris) 78 -- Incorporated 1871, named for one of its incorporators, 
Charles G, Parker, a former freighter on the Santa Fe 
Trail. 


PARSONS (Labette) 12,802 -- Established in 1870, named in honor of Levi Parsons, 
president of the Neosho Division of the Missouri Pacific 
*Railroad, who later helped build the Missouri, Kansas 
and Texas Railroad through the area. 


PARTRIDGE (Reno) 201 -= Established 1874, the town was first located three-fourths 
of a mile west of its present location and called Reno Centre. 
The name was changed in 1886 for the maiden name of the wife 
of an official of the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


PASTURA (Cowley) -- A Latin word meaning “pasture." 


PAULINE (Shawnee) 61 -- Named for W. D. Paul, who first homesteaded in Kansas in 1855 
and purchased some land where the present town site is now 
located, in 1859. When, in 1864, the A.T.8&S.F. Railway built 
south from Topeka and needed a station at this location, it 
was named “Pauline™ from the adjacent landowner. 


PAWNEE COUNTY (1872) -- Named for the Pawnee Indian Tribe. This county was located 
in the area of their original hunting grounds. 


PAWNEE ROCK (Barton) 384 -- Named from a rocky promontory called "Pawnee Rock" which 
received its name from a battle between the Pawnee and 
Comanche Indians which took place here. It is a pile of 
reddish sandstone rising abruptly from a fertile stretch 
of bottom land which was used by the plains indians as a 
rendevouz and lookout, and is located on the old Santa Fe 
Trail. 


PAXICO (Wabaunsee) 283 -- Named for an Indian Chief who at one time owned the land 
on which the town was built. 


PEABODY (Marion) 1,364 -- First called Cowsburg, the town was renamed for F. H. 
Peabody of Boston, a former president of the A.T.8S.F. 
Railway, who built a library here. 


PEARL (Dickinson) -- Named for the youngest daughter of John Taylor, a large land- 
owner of Dickinson County. 
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PECK (Sumner) 105 -- Named in honor of George S. Peck who helped lay the Rock Island 
Railroad tracks through the town. 


PENALOSA ar 79 -- Established 1885, first called Lotta, the town was renamed | 
in honor of the Spanish explorer in 1887. 


PENDENNIS (Lane) 19 -- The name comes from the short title of a novel published in 
1850 by William Makepeace Thackeray, the complete title of 
which was: “The History of Pendennis, His Fortunes and Mis- 
fortunes." 


PENOKEE (Graham) 102 -- Founded in 1888 when the Union Pacific Railroad built through 
Graham County, the town was first called Reford. Because of 
mixed up mail between Reford and Rexford, an agent of the 
Post Office Department and a representative of the railroad 
met to select another name. Scanning an atlas, they found 
the Penokee Mountains near Lake Superior. As there was no 
other Post Office of this name, Penokee was selected. This 
Change took place about 1896. 


PEORIA (Franklin) 100 -- For the Peoria Tribe of Indians. 


PERRY (Jefferson). 447 -- Platted 1865, named for John D. Perry, president of the 
Eastern Division of the Union Pacific Railroad. 
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PERSHING (Cherokee) -= For General John J. Pershing, who led the U. S. Army to victory 
in World War I. 


PERU (Chautauqua) 373 -- Established 1869, named for Peru, Indiana, which was. the 
former home of one of the founders. 


PETROLIA (Allen) 125 -- A derivation of the French word "petrole" meaning “petroleum." 


PFEIFER (Ellis) 200 -- Named by German-Russin settlers for a town of this name in 
Russia. 


PHILLIPS COUNTY (1872) -- Named in honor of William Phillips, a Free-State martyr, 
who was killed at Leavenworth on September 1, 1856 for 
refusing to leave Kansas when ordered to do so by pro- 
slavery partisans. 


*PHILLIPSBURG (Phillips) 3,406 -- Platted in 1872, named for Colonel William A. 
Phillips, a writer and politician, who was commander 
of the Cherokee Regiment in the Civil War. 


PIEDMONT (Greenwood) 150 -- Situated at the foot of the Flint Hills, the town was 
so named from Piedmont in Italy. The word means “lying 
or formed at the base of mountains." The town was foun- 
ded some time before the Frisco Railroad arrived here in 
1878. 


PIERCEVILLE (Finney) 95 -- Founded in 1872, named for Charles and Carlos Pierce, 
members of the town company. 


> PIPER (Wyandotte) 305 -- Platted 1888, named for an official of the railroad which 
ran through here at the time. 


PIQUA (Woodson) 258 -- Named by George A. Bowlus, one of the town founders, for his 
birthplace of Piqua, Ohio. 
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PITTSBURG (Crawford) 19,433 -- Founded 1876 as a mining camp, named for Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania by Colonel E. H. Brown, who laid it out. 


PLAINS (Meade) 785 -- Established 1885, the town was first called West Plains, a 
descriptive name, but the “West" was later dropped. 


PLAINVILLE (Rooks) 3,089 -- Founded 1877, so named from the plain on which it is 


located, a divide between the Solomon and Saline Rivers. 
¢ 


PLEASANTON (Linn) 1,169 -- Founded in 1869, named for General Alfred Pleasanton, who 


defeated the Confederates in the Battle of Mine Creek in 
October, 1864. 


PLEASANT VALLEY (Seward) 3 -- Descriptive of the small, attractive valley in which 
it is located. 


PLEASANT VIEW (Johnson) 8 -- Descriptive name applied by the founders for the attrac- 
tiveness of the area. 


PLEVNA (Reno) 120 -- Named by settlers for Plevna, Bulgaria. 
PLYMOUTH (Lyon) 40 -- Founded 1857, named for Plymouth, England. 


POMONA (Franklin) 481 -- Established 1870, the name refers to the Roman goddess of 
the fruit of trees. The town was so named by J. H. \iheatson, 
whose apple orchard here was, at that time, the largest in 
the state. 


PONTIAC (Butler) -- From Pontiac, the celebrated Indian Chief of the Ottawa Tribe. 


PORTIS (Osborne) 255 -- First called Bethany, the name of the town was later changed 
to Portis in honor of a vice-president of the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad. 


POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY (1856) -- Named for the Potawatomi Indian Tribe. The additional 
letter "t" and final "e" were added, probably mistakenly, 
in the records and have remained. 


POTTER (Atchison) 150 -- Founded 1886, first called Bennet Springs, the name was 
changed in honor of Joseph Potter, distinguished pioneer 
settler, who had homesteaded here in 1854, the year Kansas 
was organized as a Territory. 


POTWIN (Butler) 605 -- Founded 1885, named for J. W. Potwin, who donated the land for 
the town site. 


POWHATTAN (Brown) 146 -=- Named for a celebrated Indian Chief, the father of Poca- 
hontas, the name means “at the falls." The original name 
is spelled with one "t." 


PRAIRIE VIEW (Phillips) 212 -- A name descriptive of the location which gave the 
settlers "a view of the prairie." 


PRAIRIE VILLAGE (Johnson) 18,563 -- A descriptive name, since the site was a prairie 
at the time the town was founded. 


PRATT COUNTY (1873) -- Named in memory of Caleb Pratt, 2nd Lieutenant of Co. D, lst 
Kansas Infantry, killed in action at Wilson's Creek, Missouri, 
August 10, 1861. 
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*PRATT (Pratt) 7,888 -- Founded 1884, named from the county, which was named for 2nd 
Lieutenant Caleb Pratt of the lst Kansas Infantry. 


PRESCOTT ric 309 -= Platted April 8, 1870, first called Coal Center, the town was 
renamed for C. H. Prescott, Treasurer of the Frisco Railroad. 


PRETTY PRAIRIE (Reno) 527 -- Named by settlers as descriptive of the area. 


PRINCETON (Franklin) 177 -- First called Ohio City from a former town of this name, 
later changed to Princeton, for Princeton, Ohio, from 
where some of the first settlers had come, 


PROSPECT (Sedgwick) -- Said to be so named by optimistic settlers who had high hopes 
for its future, but who were doomed to disappointment. 


PROTECTION (Comanche) 701 -- Established 1884, named for an old fort northwest of the 
town that was used by settlers as protection from the 
Indians. ° 


PURCELL (Doniphan) 55 -= Laid out by the Rock Island Railroad in 1886, named in honor 
of John Purcell, an early resident. 


PUTNAM (Harvey) -- Named for a man of this name who was connected with the Santa Fe 
Railway and who was a descendent of Major General Israel Putnam, 
hero of the American Revolution. 


QUAKER (Cherokee) 150 -= A flag stop on the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad, the 
community received its name because of a Quaker Church which 
was located about a quarter of a mile from the site, 


QUARTZITE (Lincoln) -- The name of a compact granular rock composed of quartz; a 
metamorphosed sandstone. 


QUENEMO (Osage) 420 -- Established 1870, named for an Ottawa Indian who lived among 
the Sacs and Foxes near Melvern. 


QUINCY (Greenwood) 150 -- First called Tailholt, indicating a precarious grip on 
something or other, the community was renamed for, it is 
believed, an early resident by the name of Quincy. 


QUINDARO (Wyandotte) 500 -- Named for an Indian woman who owned the land now occupied 
by the town site. The name means, “bundle of sticks." 


QUINTER (Gove) 842 -=- Established in 1885, the town was first called Familton but was 
renamed for an early settler named Quinter. 


RADIUM (Stafford) 63 -- First called Wellsville, the town was renamed for the element 
_ which aroused so much interest following its discovery by the 
Curies in 1898. 


RADLEY (Crawford) 250 -- Founded in 1906, the first parcel of land was divided into 
lots for homes by the Girard Coal Company. The town was 
named in honor of H. H. Radley, Secretary of the company. 


RAMONA (Marion) 164 -= The name was received indirectly from a novel of this name by 
Helen Hunt Jackson, published in 1884, which attained great 
popularity in the United States. 


RANDALL (Jewell) 232 -- Named for Edward Randall, the original owner 3% the land on 
which the town was built. 
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RANDOLPH (Riley) 391 -- Established August 8, 1856, the town was first named Water- 
ville, but as there was a town of this name already in Mar- 
shall County, the name was changed to Randolph in honor of 
Gardner Randolph, the first settler in the community. As 
Randolph has been razed because it is to be covered by the 
Tuttle Creek Dam, a new town is being built a few miles from 
the old site. 


RANSCM (Ness) 386 -- First called Ogdensburg for Captain W. A. Ogden, Civil War vet- 
eran, the name of the town was later changed to Ransom in honor 
of Brigadier General T. E. G. Ransom. 


RANSOMVILLE (Franklin) 20 -=- So named for James H. (Cap) Ransom, who came to Kansas 
from New York in 1868, bought land in what is now Home- 
wood Township and opened a mine to produce coal for the 
Burlington Branch of the Santa Fe Railway. Mr. Ransom 
later opened a general store and was appointed Post- 
master in 1882. He also engaged in the construction 
business and agriculture. He had a creamery and skin- 
ning station and raised cattle. At the time of his 
death in 1914, the mines were closed and the store and 
Post Office were discontinued shortly thereafter. 


RANTOUL oF sankhan 163 -- Named by Free-State sympathizers in honor of Massachusetts 
Senator Robert Rantoul, who was a leader in opposing the 
éxtension of slavery. 


RAWLINS COUNTY (1881) -- Named in honor of General John A. Rawlins who was a Staff 
Officer of General U. S. Grant, and served as Secretary of 
War when U. S. Grant was President of the United States. 


RAYMOND (Rice) 250 -- Established 1872, named for Emmaus Raymond, a director of the 
A.T.8S.F. Railway. 


READING (Lyon) 244 -= Established about 1870 on land owned by the Reading Iron Works 
Corporation of Reading, Pennsylvania, the town was named for 
the corporation and the city in Pennsylvania. 


REAMSVILLE (Smith) 16 == Founded November 22, 1921, named after Mr. Reams, who was 
the first Postmaster. Formed from a consolidation of other 
Post Offices, the small settlement declined and the Post 
Office here was eventually discontinued. 


REDFIELD (Bourbon) 141 -=- Named by Dr. Lease, a member of the town council, for his 
friend, Dr. Redfield, of Fort Scott. 


REECE (Greenwood) 125 -- Founded in 1870 by, and named for, William Smith Reece. 


RENO COUNTY (1872) == Named in memory of Jesse L. Reno, Captain in the U.S. Army and 
Major General, U.S. Volunteers, who was killed in battle at 
South Mountain, Maryland, September 14, 1862. 


REPUBLIC COUNTY (1868) -- Named from the Republican River which flows through the 
county. The river received its name from the fact that the 
valley of the river was the seat of the “Pawnee Republic,“ 
a name given to a principal division of the Pawnee Indians. 


REPUBLIC (Republic) 352 -- First called Republic City, the name of the town was later 
shortened to Republic. The town was named from the county, 
which received its name from the Republican River. 
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RESERVE (Brown) 150 -- Founded 1881, so named for its location six miles from the 
Sac and Fox Indian Reservation. 


REXFORD (Thomas) 264 -- Established 1887, named for A. F. and J. W. Rexford. 
RICE COUNTY (1868) -- Named in memory of Samuel A. Rice, Brigadier General, U.S. Vol- 
unteers, who was killed at Jenkin's Ferry, Arkansas, April 30, 
1864. 
* RICE (Cloud) 29 -- For Brigadier General Samuel A. Rice. 


*RICHFIELD (Morton) 103 -- Established 1885, so named by A. T. Spotswood, who laid it 
_ out, because he believed this to be a “rich field.“ 


RICHLAND (Shawnee) 92 «= So named by settlers because they believed this to be “rich 
land," capable of producing bountiful and abundant crops. 


RICHMOND (Franklin) 373 -- Established in the 1870s, named for John C. Richmond, 
general agent of the L.L.&G. Railroad (Later the Santa Fe) 
who donated 40 acres of land for the town site with the 
provision the town would be named "Richmond." 


RICHTER (Franklin) 13 -=- Founded about 1885, the town was, according to tradition, 
named in honor of a Missouri Pacific Railroad engineer. 


RIGA (Trego) == For Riga, the capital city of Latvia. 


RILEY COUNTY (1855) -- This county was named from Fort Riley, which received its 
name from Major Bennett Riley (see Fort Riley). 


RILEY (Riley) 561 -- Named from the county, which received its name from Fort Riley. 


RIVERDALE (Sumner) 68 -- Originally named Mallory for a railroad official, the town 
was renamed for Riverdale, Illinois. 


RIVERSIDE (Ness) == So named from its location near the Pawnee River. 


RIVERTON (Cherokee) 350 -= So named because of its location on the west bank of the 
Spring River. 


ROBINSON (Brown) 326 <= Founded 1871, named for Charles Robinson, the first Governor 
of the State of Kansas (1861-1863). 


ROCK (Cowley) 200 -- From its location on Rock Creek. 


ROCK CREEK (Jefferson) 200 -- Named from its proximity to Rock Creek, which is south 
of the town. 


ROCKLAND (Chase) <= So named from the rocky area in which it is situated. 


ROCKY FORD (Riley) 23 -- Named because it was located near a suitable ford of the 
Big Blue River. 


ROLLA (Morton) 418 -- Founded in 1912, the town was first called Reil for one of its 


founders. Through an error of the Post Office Department, the 
name became “Rolla.” 
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ROOKS COUNTY (1872) -- Named in memory of John C. Rooks, Private of Co. I, llth Kan- 
sas Infantry, who died December 11, 1862 at Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, of wounds received in the Battle of Prairie Grove, 
Arkansas, December 7, 1862. 


ROPER (Wilson) -- First called Sidell, changed to Roper for a Missouri Pacific con- 
struction engineer. 


ROSALIA (Butler) 150 -- Named for the wife of the head of the first family to settle 
here. 


ROSE (Woodson) 51 -- Rose was originally established one mile north of its present 
location and named for the wife of an early settler. It was 
moved to its present site in 1887. 


ROSE HILL (Butler) 304 -- A man by the name of Lowery homesteaded one mile south of 

| the present town site. He planned to operate a nursery on 
his land and planted roses up a quarter-mile lane to his 
house. When the Post Office was to be established, Mr. 
Lowery was appointed Postmaster, with the office in his 
home, so it was named, “Rose Hill." However, he never 
served as he resigned before the office was established. 
The name remained with the Post Office, however, and it was 
later moved one mile east. Still later, the office was 
again moved one mile north. Around the middle 1880s, the 
town was moved one mile west to its present location in 
order to be on the Santa Fe Railway. 


ROSELAND (Cherokee) 118 -- Platted October 13, 1900 by David Mackie Sr. and Jr., and 
J. N. McDonald, the community was the home of many coal 
miners when the mining of that commodity was in full 
swing. It is believed to have been so named from the 
presence of wild roses when the town was established. 


ROSSVILLE (Shawnee) 767 << Founded in 1871 and first named Edna, the town was later 
renamed for W. W. Ross, a Potawatomi Indian agent. 


ROXBURY (McPherson) 120 -=- Named by settlers for Roxbury, Ohio. 


ROZEL (Pawnee) 214 -- The town was named for Roseila, the daughter of a land grant 
agent, but the name was later altered to its present form of 
Rozel. 


RULETON (Sherman) 30 -- Founded 1888, named for John E. Rule, who homesteaded the 
quarter section of land on which the town is now located. 


RUNNYMEDE (Harper) 4 -- Founded 1887, named for the place in England where the Magna 
Charta was signed in 1215. 


RUSH COUNTY (1874) -- Named in memory of Alexander Rush, Captain of Coe H, 2nd Kansas 
Colored Infantry, who was killed at Jenkin's Ferry, Arkansas, 
April 3, 1864. 


RUSH CENTER (Rush) 176 -~ Named from the county, which was named for Captain Alexander 
Rush, and from its position near the center of the county. 


RUSSELL COUNTY (1872) -- Named in memory of Avra P. Russell, Captain of Co. K, 2nd 
Kansas Cavalry, who died December 12, 1862, in a field hos- 
pital near Prairie Grove, Arkansas, of wounds received in 
battle at Prairie Grove on December 7, 1862. 


- 63 - 


#RUSSELL (Russell) 6,573 -- Founded 1871, it was, like the county, named for Captain 
Avra P. Russell, of the 2nd Kansas Cavalry. 


*RUSSELL SPRINGS (Logan) 127 -- Established 1886, incorporated April 28, 1888, Russeli 
Springs was an old stage stop. It was named from 
Russell Springs Township, which received its name fror 
a local landmark known as Russell Springs Canyon, so 
named from its discovery by W. H. Russell. 


f RYDAL (Republic) 11 -- First called Morlanberg for the three original families to 


settle here - Mosher, Latham, and Riddleberger. When the 
‘Rock Island Railroad established a station here the name was 
changed to Rydal for, it is believed, an official of the rail- 
road. 


SABETHA (Nemaha) 2,366 -- According to legend, the town was named by a pious Biblical 
student who reached this point in the 1850s on his way to 
California. One of his oxen died here on a day which was 
a Hebrew Sabbath, so he named his camp "Sabetha." A 
village by the name of Albany Hill was established in 1857 
two miles north of this camp by pioneers from Castle Creek, 
New York, who had named the settlement for the capital of 
their native state. When the railroad built through the 
county in 1871 and established a station at the Sabetha 
camp site, Albany Hill was moved to be on the railroad and 


took the name “Sabetha." The town was incorporated in 1874. 


SAFFORDVILLE (Chase) 125 -- Named for Jacob Safford of Topeka, Justice of the Supreme 
Court, 1865-1871. 


SAINT BENEDICT (Nemaha) 50 -- Named for the founder of the Order of the Benedictine 
Monks. 


*SAINT FRANCIS (Cheyenne) 1,567 -- Founded in 1885 a few miles from its present site, 
it was first a trading post called Wano. The com- 
ing of the Burlington Railroad caused it to be 
moved to its present site and renamed Emerson for 
Captain A. L. Emerson, one of its founders. To 
avoid confusion with (at that time) another Kansas 
town of this name, it was renamed St. Francis in 
honor of the wife of Captain Emerson. 


SAINT GECRGE (Pottawatomie) 235 -=- Platted 1857, the town received its name from the 
venerated Saint George, especial patron of chival- 
ry and tutelary saint of England. 


*SAINT JOHN (Stafford) 1,808 -- Founded in 1879 by Mormons, the town was first called 
Zion Valley, but in 1880 was renamed for John P. 
St. John, Governor of Kansas 1879-1883. 


SAINT JOSEPH (Cloud) 30 -- Founded in 1873 by Rev. Father Louis Mollier, a native of 
j France, who had come to Kansas in 1869. Father Mollier 
named the community for St. Joseph, and built a parish 
house, in which he held services, and a parsonage, which 
were among the first buildings erected. 


SAINT MARK (Sedgwick) 34 -- Named for the venerated St. Mark, the evangelist whose 
name is prefixed to the second Gospel. 
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SAINT MARYS (Pottawatomie) 1,255 -- Originally St. Mary*s Mission, a Potawatomi India 
mission founded by Jesuit missionaries in 1848, 
the name of the settlement was changed in 1878 
to “St. Mary." The citizens of the town petitio- 
ned the Post Office Department to restore the 
z final "“s" which was granted, and the name has 
since Boch “Saint Marys." 


doease PAUL (Neosho) 748 -- Originally Osage Mission, established by Jesuit ‘mission- 
aries in 1847, the town was organized in 1869 and named 
for the apostle Saint Paul. 


SALEMSBORG (Saline) 14 -- A Swedish settlement founded in 1868 by the Galesburg Colo- 
nization Company from Illinois, the town was named from a 
church of this name, so called from "Salem" meaning “peace" 
and “borg," the Swedish word for "castle," or, literally 
translated, "Castle of Peace." . 


SALINE COUNTY (1859) -- Named for the Saline River, the waters of which drain a large 
area of the county. 


*SALINA (Saline) 38,109 -- Established by Colonel William A. Phillips in 1858, the 
town takes its name from the Saline River. "Saline" is a 
Spanish word which means "salty," and it was so named from 
the salt springs and salt deposits within the limits of 
its area. 


SALLYARDS (Greenwood) 30 -- The settlement here grew up about the stock pens and load- 
ing chutes installed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad at 
the request of S. G. Sallyards, cattle raiser and shipper. 


: SAND CREEK (Harvey) -- So named from its location on Sand Creek. 


SAND SPRING (Dickinson) -=- The small spring here in the very sandy soil of this area 
_ supplied the name for the settlement. 


SANFORD (Pawnee) 45 -- Named for Sanford Arnold, a pioneer settler, on whose land the 
Santa Fe Railway built a station in 1886. 


SANTA FE (Haskell) 1 -= So named from the Santa Fe Trail and the Santa Fe Railway. 


SATANTA (Haskell) 674 -- Named for a Chief of the Kiowa Indians. Known for his fear- 
some fighting qualities, the name means, “White Bear." 


SAVONBURG (Allen) 148 -- Founded in the 1880s, the town was named for the Fourth Earl 
of Savon. It was originally called “Savonsburg," but the 
second "s" was later dropped. 


SAWYER (Pratt) 199 -- Chartered March 31, 1887 by the Sawyer Town Company, a railroad 
corporation, the town was named for Philetus Sawyer, United 
States Senator from Wisconsin. 


SCAMMON (Cherokee) 478 -- Laid out 1885, first called Scammonville, the town was 
named for the four Scammon brothers, early settlers from 
Illinois. The "ville" part of the name was later dropped. 


4 SCANDIA (Republic) 584 -- Founded in 1868 by a colony sponsored by the Scandinavian 
Agricultural Society of Chicago, the town was first called 
New Scandinaviae The name was shortenec to Scandia in 1876. 
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SCHOENCHEN (Ellis) 185 -- Named by German-Russian settlers for a town of this name 
in Russia. 


SCIPIO (Anderson) 40 -- Named for Scipio, Indiana, which received its name from 
Aemilianus Africanus Scipio, Publius Cornelius, the Roman 
conqueror of Carthage. 


SCOTT COUNTY (1886) -- Named in honor of Major General Winfield Scott, United States 
Army, hero of the Mexican Wary who died in 1866. 


*SCOIT CITY (Scott) 3,563 -- The town was named from the county, which received its 


name from Major General Winfield Scott. 
SCCTTSVILLE (Mitchell) 71 -- Founded 1878, named for Tom Scott, an early settler. 


SCRANTON OR aceY 598 -- Founded 1871 as a mining camp, Scranton was incorporated as 
a city in 1880 and named for Scranton, Pennsylvania. 


SEARS (Ford) -- Named for Thomas Sears, general superintendent of the Missouri Div- 
ision of the Santa Fe Railway. 


SECURITY (Shawnee) == One of several communities in the United States with this name. 
It was a popular and common name in the early days and expresse 


what the settlers hoped was the cuimination of their hopes and 
prayers, that they would be safe and secure. 


*SEDAN (Chautauqua) 1,693 -- Founded in 1875 by E. K. Parris, Sedan is said to have 


been named because Thomas Scurr of Coffeyville, coming 
into the settlement with a load of lumber, was struck by 
the resemblance between the heavily timbered hills 
surrounding the town site and a picture he had seen of 
Sedan, France, the city where Napoleon surrendered to 
the Prussians. 


SEDGWICK COUNTY (1870) -- Named in memory of John Sedgwick, U.S. Army, Major General 
of U.S. Volunteers, who was killed in battle May 9, 1864, 
at Spottsylvania, Virginia. 


SEDGWICK (Harvey) 1,103 -- Named for Major General John Sedgwick, who was killed in 
the Civil War. 


SEGUIN (Sheridan) 30 -- Started as a work camp when the Salina-Oakley Branch of the 
Union Pacific Railroad was being built in 1887. A depot was 
built in 1888, and the settlement was first called Gerona. 

A popular story has it that the section foreman was a man by 
the name of Quinn and when some question came up about the 


work, one would be told to "see Quinn." Also, when a newcomer 


would ask where he could get a drink, he would be given the 


same answer. “See Quinn" became such a common statement that 


the settlement came to be so named but, eventually, this was 
corrupted to "Seguin." 


SELDEN (Sheridan) 366 -- Founded 1888 to fill the need for a station here on the newly 


built Rock Island Railroad, the town was named for Selden 
Hopkins, who owned the land now occupied by the town, and 
who later became Secretary of the Interior of the United 
States. 


SELKIRK (Wichita) 50 -- Named by settlers for a town of this name in New York state. 
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*SENECA (Nemaha) 2,139 -- Founded 1857, first called Castle Rock, the town was renamec 
for the Seneca Indians. The word means, “the people of the 
standing stone." 


SEVERANCE (Doniphan) 192 -- Established 1869, named for one of the three proprietors 
of the town site, John Severance. 


SEVERY (Greenwood) 526 -- Named for Luther Severy of Emporia, a director of the 
Santa Fe Railway. When first founded the town was called, 
for a short time, Gould City, for financier J. Gould. 


SEWARD COUNTY (1886) -- Named in honor of William H. Seward, Governor and United 
States Senator of New York, who championed freedom for Kansa 
and who was later Secretary of State during the administrati: 
of President Abraham Lincoln. He died in 1872. 


| SEWARD (Stafford) 95 -- Founded 1887, named for William H. Seward, distinguished 
Secretary of State in Lincoln's Cabinet. 


SHADY BEND (Lincoln) 50 -- Named for a tree-lined bend in the Saline River, on which 
the town is located. 


SHADY BROOK (Dickinson) -- A descriptive name for the small settlement which was 
located near the tree-shaded banks of Lyon Creek. 


SHALLOW WATER (Scott) 80 sie The town centers what was long known as “The Shallow 
Water Empire," created by White Woman Creek. Irrigation 
by pumping makes the wide, level valley, in which the 
town is located, an important potato and alfalfa growing 
areae The name, “Shallow Water," arose from the fact 
that the White Woman Creek goes underground here to re- 
appear again farther east. 


SHANNON (Atchison) 50 -- For William Shannon, Lieutenant Governor, Kansas Territory, 
1855-1861. - 


SHARON (Barber) 260 -- There are two versions of how Sharon was named. One is that 
it was named from a Hebrew word meaning "plain." Another 
version is that it was founded by some members of a church 
and the name alludes to the “Rose of Sharon" in the Song of 
Solomon in the Bible. 


*SHARON SPRINGS (Wallace) 929 -- Founded 1886, first called Eagle Tail for a creek of 
this name near the town site, the town was later re- 
named for some nearby sulphur springs. 


SHAWNEE COUNTY (1855) -- Named for the Shawnee Tribe of Indians because the county 
was located in Shawnee Indian land. 


SHAWNEE (Johnson) 4,958 -- Named for the Shawnee Indians. 


SHERDAHL (Republic) 2 -- By contacting Missouri Pacific Railroad officials, Swen 
Sherdahl got a railroad siding built on his farm in 1880 by 
agreeing to donate the land for the siding and to do the 
necessary grading. As this saved local farmers from having 
to haul goods to nearby towns, a settlement grew up about 
the siding after O. B. Strom built a store, and later an 
elevator here. The settlement was named in honor of the 
man who was responsible for its existence. 
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SHERIDAN COUNTY (1880) -= Named in honor of Lieutenant General Philip H. Sheridan, 
(1831-1888), United States Army, commander of the Army of 
the Shenandoah in the Civil War. 


SHERMAN COUNTY (1886) -= Named in honor of General William Tecumseh Sherman, (1820- 
) 1891), United States Army, commander of the Department of 
the Tennessee in the Civil War. 


SHERMAN (Cherokee) 150 -=- Named for General William Tecumseh Sherman. 


SHERWIN (Cherokee) 59 -= Platted July 23, 1886 at the junction of the Missouri Pacific 
and Frisco Railroads. While the exact reason for the choice 
of the name is not known, it is supposed to have been the 
name of the land owner. 


SHIELDS (Lane) 35 -- Named for a pioneer settler of this name. 


SILKVILLE (Franklin) 8 -- Founded 1868 by a Frenchman, Ernest Valeton de Boissiere, 
as a cooperative community in which he hoped to grow mul- 
berries, grapes, and orchards, and to produce cheese, silk, 
and wine. Due to cheap foreign competition, the colony was 
unsuccessful and only a very small settlement remained. 


SILVERDALE (Cowley) 50 -- Named for Silver Creek, on which the town is located. 

SILVER LAKE (Shawnee) 375 -- Built on the site of a former Potawatomi Indian village, 
the town was named for a lake formed by the Peui833 River 
that once extended south from the town. 


SIMPSON (Mitchell) 159 -- Established 1879, the town was first called Brittsville for 
) J. J. Britt, but was changed to Simpson, for Alfred Simpson, 
in 1882. 


SITKA (Clark) 250 -- Founded 1884, according to tradition, it was on a very cold day 
and a:'man was present who had come from Sitka, Alaska. This man 
made the remark that it was as cold here as in his home town of 
Sitka, Alaska, which gave rise to the name for the town. 


SKIDDY (Morris) 76 -- Founded 1869 as a station of the Union Pacific Railroad, South- 
ern Branch, the town was organized by a mixed colony from the 
states of Pennsylvania and New Jersey under the leadership of 
W. E. Tomlinson, and was first called Camden. The name was 
later changed to Skiddy in honor of Francis Skiddy of New York, 
one of the directors of the Union Pacific, Southern Branch, 
which later became the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad. 


SMITH COUNTY (1872) -=- Named in memory of J. Nelson Smith, Major of the 2nd Colorado 
Volunteers, who was killed in battle October 23, 1864 at 
Little Blue, Missouri, 


*SMITH CENTER (Smith) 2,410 -- Founded 1872 by L. T. Ruse, on his farm, Smith Center 
was named from the county, which was named for Major 
J. Nelson Smith, 2nd Colorado Volunteers, and from its 
location near the center of the county. 


> SMOLAN (Saline) 260 -- Named by Swedish settlers for a town of this name in Sweden. 
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SOLDIER (Jackson) 189 -- Named from Soldier Township, in which the town is located. 
Soldier Township received its name from Big Soldier Creek, 
which was named by the Indians in the following manner: 
Before Kansas became a state, the sale of liquor to Indians 
was forbidden by Federal law. On one occasion, Federal 
soldiers apprehended a liquor trader on his way to deliver 
liquor to the Indians, and dumped his stock in the creek. 
As a result, the disappointed Indians named it “Soldier 
Creek." 
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SOLOMON (Dickinson) 1,026 -- Founded 1865, originally called Wiskapella from two 

Indian words meaning “salt water." Because of its loc- 
ation at the mouth of the Solomon River, the name was 
later changed to Solomon City, but the "City" was soon 
dropped. The word, "Solomon" is believed to be a corrup=- 
tion of the word "salmon." 


SOLOMON RAPIDS (Mitchell) 15 -- From the rapids of the Solomon River at a mill dam 
located here in the early days. 


SOLVAY (Reno) -- Named for Ernest Solvay of Belgium, inventor of a process for making 
soda from common salt. 


SOUTH iahgpte (Sumner) 397 -=- Founded 1872, named for South Haven, Michigan, at the 
asuggestion of the Dye brothers, early settlers from that 
state. 


SOUTH MOUND (Neosho) 75 -- First Post Office established 1872, according to tradition 
the name was advanced by Oscal Hall because the town site 
location is the highest point between Fort Scott and Inde- 
pendence, Kansase 


SPARKS (Doniphan) 90 -- Once a railroad station near the parent town of Highland, call- 
ed Highland Station, it was promoted during the winter of 1869- 
1870 by a company of railroad owners and investors from High- 
land. When the railroad discontinued service, the town de- 
clined. The remaining citizens took the name of John Sparks, 
a pioneer leader, for their town in 1933. 


SPEARVILLE (Ford) 575 -- Named for Alden Speare of Boston, promoter of the Santa Fe 
Railway. 


SPEED (Phillips) 76 -- First called Big Bend because of its location on a bend of the 
Solomon River, the town was renamed by a physician, Dr. Chapman, 
who helped build the town. The exact reason for his choice of 
the name “Speed" is not known but is supposed to have been in 
honor of James Speed, Attorney General in President Lincoln's 
Cabinet. 


SPENCER (Shawnee) 8 == Named for George W. Spencer, a contractor for the Santa Fe 
Railway. 


SPICA (Thomas) -- A Latin word meaning “an ear of grain, or wheat." 


SPIVEY (Kingman) 106 -- Named for R. M. Spivey, president of the Arkansas Valley Town 
and Land Company. 


SPRING HILL (Johnson) 838 -- Founded 1857, named for Spring Hill, Alabama, by J. B. 
Hovey, the first settler. 
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SPRINGVALE (Pratt) 4 -- Founded 1887, named after the nearby springs at the head of 
Turkey Creek. 


STAFFORD COUNTY (1879) -- Named in memory of Lewis Stafford, Captain of Co. E, lst 
| Kansas Infantry, who was accidentally killed at Young's 
Point, Louisiana, January 31, 1863. 


STAFFORD (Stafford) 1,965 -- Settled in the late 1870s, first called Sodtown because 
of Vicker’s Sod Hotel, which was located here. When 

Stafford County was organized in 1879, the name of the 
town was changed to Stafford, from the county, which was \ 
named for Captain Lewis Stafford, lst Kansas Infantry. | 
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STANLEY (Johnson) 200 -- Named for Henry M. Stanley, the explorer who in 1871 foun) 
the Scottish missionary, David Livingstone, in Africa. 


STANTON COUNTY (1887) -=- Named in honor of Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War in 
President Lincoln's Cabinet, who died in 1869. 


STANTON (Miami) .15 -- Founded 1885, the town name was formed from a composite of 
those of Captain H. B. Standiford and Thomas H. Benton. 


STARK (Neosho) 115 -- Founded 1886, first called Grant Center, but as there was anoth- 
er town of this name in Kansas at that time, the name was chang- 
ed at the suggestion of Frank Leighton, first Postmaster, for | 
his home county, Stark County, Indiana. | 


STATE LINE (Cherokee) 50 -- Named for its proximity to the Kansas-Oklahoma state line. 


STERLING (Rice) 2,035 -- Founded 1871 by a group of Quakers from Indiana, the town | 
was first called “Peace.” It was renamed for Sterling Town- 
ship, which was named in honor of Sterling Rosan, father of 
C. W. and J. H. D. Rosan, early settlers. 
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STEVENS COUNTY (1886) -- Named in honor of the Pennsylvania congressman and statesman, 
Thaddeus Stevens, distinguished by his opposition to slavery. 


STICKNEY (Barton) 2 -= Named for the man of this name who donated land for the town. 


STILWELL (Johnson) 240 -- Named for the conductor of one of the first Missouri Pacific 
Railroad trains that ran through the town. 


STIPPVILLE (Cherokee) 100 -- Platted January 22, 1885 as a coal mining town, named for 
F. M. and Sarah J. Stipp, husband and wife, owners of the 
land. 


STOCKHOLM (Wallace and Greeley) -- Named for the capital city of Sweden, 


*STOCKTON (Rooks) 2,008 -- Settled in 1872, the town was so named by early day cattle- 
men because of the livestock raised in the surrounding 
country, which was a very fine grazing area. First called 
Stock Town, the "w" was later dropped and the two words com- 
bined to form the present name. 


‘Bis CREEK (Jackson) 4 -- Established 1887 when the Rock Island Railroad was built 
through Jackson County from St. Joseph, Mo., to Topeka, 
the railroad bisected the township and a station was 
established called "Straight Creek." An exceptionally 
crooked creek runs past the town site and the name 
"Straight Creek" was given, humorously perhaps, to the 
community. . 

es ee 


STRAUSS (Labette) 30 -- Founded April 30, 1879, first called Mathenson, but due to 
freight shipments being mixed up between Madison and Mathen- 
son, the Frisco Railroad changed the station name to Strauss, 
supposedly in honor of an official. The station was called 
Strauss and the town Mathenson until the Rural Route was 
established and the Post Office discontinued, at which time 
the town took the name of the station. 


STRAWN (Coffey) 73 -=- Founded 1871, named for Enos Strawn, one of the first settlers, 
who gave the land for the town site. As Strawn will be inun- 
dated by the John Redmond Dam, the town will be moved to a site 
about four miles north of Burlington, and will be called "New 
Strawn." 


STRONG CITY (Chase) 622 -- Named for William B. Strong, president of the A.T.&S.F. 
Railway. 


STUDLEY (Sheridan) 75 -- Established in the 1880s, first called Corll, the town 
was soon renamed Studley for Studley, England, by English 
settlers from Yorkshire. 


STUITGART (Phillips) 65 -- Named by settlers for a city of this name in southwest 
Germany. 


*SUBLETTE (Haskell) 1,048 -- Founded in 1912 and named for William Sublette, the fur 


trader. 


SUMMERFIELD (Marshall) 260 -- Named for E. Summerfield of Lawrence, an official of 
the Kansas City, Wyandotte, and Northwestern Railroad. 


SUMMERVILLE (Ottawa) -- Named for an early settler of this name. 
SUMMIT (Butler) -- So named from its location near the top of a rise. 


singe COUNTY (1871) -- Named in honor of Charles Sumner, United States Senator from 
Massachusetts, a leader in the opposition to extend slavery 
into Kansas, who died in 1874. 


SUN CITY (Barber)187 -= When the first settlers arrived here in 1873, they were so 
impressed by the beautiful sunrises and sunsets of this place, 
situated in an attractive valley, they decided to call it, 
"Sun City." 


SUNFLOWER (Wyandotte) 10 -- Named for the distinctive and ubiquitous Kansas State 
Flower. 


SUNLAND (Wallace) -- So named from the bright sun encountered in this wide-open, tree- 
less area of Wallace County. 


SUSANK (Barton) 97 -- Established about the time of the first World War, the town was 
named for the Susank family, which settled in this region in 
the 1880s. 


SUTPHEN (Dickinson) 25 -- Founded 1876, first called Sutphen's Mill. William H. 
Sutphen and family bought a quarter section in Sherman Town- 
ship and built a dam across Chapman Creek, near which he 
constructed a flour mill. The settlement later became known 
as Sutphen. 


SUITON (Kearny) -- Named for Michael Sutton, an attorney for the A.T.&S.F. Railroad. 
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SYCAMORE (Montgomery) 187 -- So named from the presence, in profusion, of such trees 
in the area when the town was founded. 


SYLVAN GROVE (Lincoln) 444 -= So named because of its location near the twin groves 
on the north bank of the Saline River. 


SYLVAN PARK (Morris) 8 -= Named from the heavily wooded area in which the settlement 
was established. 


,SYLVIA (Reno) 430 -=- Established 1886, Sylvia was named for the wife of vice presi- 
dent A. A. Robinson of the A.T.&8S.F. Railway. H. S. Thompson, 
one of the town site owners, wanted to name the town "Zenith," 
for the then local Star Route Post Office, but Mr. Robinson com- 
promised by building Zenith five miles west. 


*SYRACUSE (Hamilton) 1,836 -= Established 1873, first called Holidaysburg in honor of 
Cyrus K. Holliday, president of the A.T.8S.F. Railway, 
the town was renamed for Syracuse, New York, by a colony 
that had emigrated from there. 


TALMAGE (Dickinson) 60 <= Founded 1887, there are two versions of how the town re- 
ceived its name. According to the history of the Methodist 
Church, the town was named for an evangelist who was en- 
joying great success in the east at that time. One of the 
founding fathers, W. D. Fulton, however, stated that they 
simply liked the name and selected it for the town for no 
particular reason. 


TALMO (Republic) 71 -- Laid out in the fall of 1884, railroad construction men were 
building the railroad and the children of the small settle- 
ment were watching them do so, always with dirty faces. When 
the workmen asked the children what they had on their faces, 
they replied, “tallow and molasses." The village was called 
"Talmo" by the men from these two words. 


TAMPA (Marion) 165 -- Named for Tampa, Florida. 


TASCO (Sheridan) 27 -- The name was taken from Latin and means, “a kind of clayey 
earth." 


TECUMSEH (Shawnee) 107 -= Founded 1852, the town was named for the Shawnee Indian 
Chief killed by Colonel Richard M. Johnson of Kentucky at 
the Battle of the Thames, in Canada, in 1813. The word 
means “panther." 


TERRA COTTA (Ellsworth) -- An Italian name, it means, “hard baked clay." 


TESCOIT (Ottawa) 405 -- The town name was formed from the name of T. E. Scott, who 
donated the land for the town site. 


TETERVILLE (Greenwood) 45 -=- So named from the Teter family, owners of the surrounding 
land, which was found to be very rich in oil. 


THAYER (Neosho) 421 <= Laid out in 1870, named for Nathaniel Thayer of Boston. 


THOMAS COUNTY (1885) -- Named in honor of Major General George H. Thomas, United 
States Army, commander of the Army of the Cumberland in the 
Civil War, who died in 1870, 


THOMPSONVILLE (Jefferson) 11 -- Named for C. L. Thompson, who established a mill here 
in 1865. First called Thompson's Mill, the town name 
was later revised to Thompsonville. 


THCRNBURG (Smith) 23 -- Founded October 27, 1902, the town was named after a Mr. 
Thornburg who was the first Postmaster here. Thornburg was 
the last Post Office established in Smith County. 


B THRALL (Greenwood) 80 -= An oil field community, Thrall was named for the family 
that owned the land here which the oil companies leased, 


THURMAN (Chase) 30 -- Founded 1882, a small settlement located on Thurman Creek, from 
¢ which the town took its name. The creek was named for William 
Thurman, who settled near it in 1859. 


TICE (Haskell) 4 -=- Established about 1923 as a siding and elevator on the A.T.&S-F. 
Railway, presumed to have been named for a Mr. Tice who was 
Division Superintendent for the railroad at Dodge City. 


TIMKEN (Rush) 151 -- Named for Henry Timken who, as a blacksmith, made enough money 
to buy considerable Rush County land on which he and his brother 
had a ranch. The town company was sold the land for the town 
with the understanding it would be named for him. 


TIPTON (Mitchell) 251 -- Established 1872, first called Pittsburg, the town was re- 
named for Tipton, England. 


TOLEDO (Chase) 36 -- Named for Toledo, Ohio. 


TONGANOXIE (Leavenworth) 1,410 -- Established 1852, named for a Delaware Indian who 


kept a stopping place on the Leavenworth — Lawrence 
trail near the present town site. 


E) TONOVAY (Greenwood) -- The settlement was first called “Ton of Hay," said to be so 
named because its founders spied a wagon load of hay which was 
thought to be a ton. The name was later revised to Tonovay. 


*TOPEKA (Shawnee) 115,744 -- A town company headed by Cyrus K. Holliday founded the 
town in December, 1854. "Topeka" is an Omaha Indian word 
meaning “a good place to dig potatoes," (the Indians call- 
ed all edible roots "potatoes.") The name "Topeka" was 
suggested for the settlement by the Reverened S. Y. Lum. 


TORONTO Nootistty) 527 -- Named for Toronto, Canada, by French-Canadian settlers who 
arrived from there in 1868, 


TOULON (Ellis) -- So named from a seaport town of this name in southeastern France. 


TOWANDA (Butler) 992 -=- Named from an Indian trading post once located on the White- 
water River west of the present town site, it is a Delaware 
Indian word meaning, “where we bury the dead." 


TRACTOR (Scott) -- The International Harvester Company owned the land on which it is 
located and used the farm here as an experimental tract. The 
station was so named because tractors were tried out on the farm. 


TRADING POST (Linn) 60 -= The town had its origin in 1835 when French traders took up 
their abode near the river crossing, and for many years was 
g known as Giareau‘s Trading Post, which they established to 
trade with the Osage Indians. The settlement which grew 
here was first called Blooming Grove (in 1857), so named by 
Mrs. Samuel Nickel for her home in Pennsylvania. In 1866 
the name was changed to Trading Post. 
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TRAER (Decatur) 72 -- Named for Traer, Iowa, from where the first settlers had come. 


TREECE (Cherokee) 286 -- Founded 1916, on part of the D. S. Chubb farm, the town was 
named for J. O. Treece, a real estate agent. 


TREGO COUNTY (1879) -=- Named in memory of Edgar P. Trego, Captain of Co. H, 8th Kan- 
sas Infantry, who was killed September 19, 1863, at Chickamau- 
ga, Tennessee. 
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TRENTON (Saline) -- For Trenton, New Jersey. 


*TRIBUNE (Greeley) 1,018 -- Settled 1885, first called Cappaqua. Greeley County, which 
was established in 1888, was named for Horace Greeley, and 
Tribune, which became its county seat, was given the name 
of Greeley’s newspaper, "The New York Tribune." 


TROUSDALE (Edwards) 125 -= Founded 1916, named for the Trousdale family who owned the 
land on which the town was built, and who also built a 
block of brick business buildings here. 


*TROY (Doniphan) 1,087 -- Located 1885, named from ancient Troy of Asia Minor by 
James R. Whitehead, County Clerk. 


TURCK (Cherokee) -- Platted May, 1889, named by the owner of the property, W. B. 
Strong, Supposedly for a friend. The town was the home of many 
coal miners when coal mining was going strong, and was also where 
many of the workers in the powder mills, which are no longer in 
existence, lived, 


TURON (Reno) 603 -- Established 1886, first called Pioneer City, the name was changed 
to “Turin” after the historic city in Italy. Due to a duplicat- 
ion of names with another Kansas town at that time, the "i" was 
changed to “o. 


TYRO (Montgomery) 263 -- A Latin word meaning "novice" or “beginner.” 
UDALL (Cowley) 644 -- Established 1882, named for Cornelius Udall. 


*ULYSSES (Grant) 2,927 -- Established in 1885, named for Ulysses S. Grant, commander 


of the Union Army in the Civil War, and 18th President of 
the United States. 


UNIONTOWN (Bourbon) 247 -- Established 1858, so named from the Union of the United 
States, and stems from the political sympathies of the 
founders in an era of strife between free=-state and pro- 
slavery partisans. 


UPLAND (Dickinson) 50 -- A descriptive name, it refers to the area in which the town 
is located, which is a rolling, hilly country. 


UPOLA (Elk) 10 -- Established in the 1880s as a small station on the A.T.8S.F. Railway. 
Very early residents told an interesting story regarding the name 
of the hamlet. A young lady was riding a pony that she called, 
"Polo." One day as she was crossing the new railroad tracks the 
pony became frightened and the men working on the railroad heard 
her exclaim, “you--Polo!" It is said that this may be the origin 
of the unusual name which has been changed to its present form. 


URBANA (Neosho) 50 <== Named for Urbana, Illinois. It is a derivation of the Latin 


“urbs,“ meaning “city.” 
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UTICA (Ness) 347 -- First called Wilberforce for an English nobleman, the name was 
later changed to Utica for Utica, New York. 


UTOPIA (Greenwood) -- A name meaning “any place or state of ideal perfection," which 
: stems from a book published in Latin in 1516 by Sir Thomas 
More, which described an ideal commonwealth. 


VALEDA (Labette) 100 -- Established 1881, first called Deerton, the name was changed 
¢ in 1886 to Valeda. It is a Latin word meaning “strong" or 
"healthy." 


VALENCIA (Shawnee) 50 -- Named for the province in Spain. 


VALLEY CENTER (Sedgwick) 2,161 -- So named from its central position in the valley 
of the Arkansas River. 


VALLEY FALLS. (Jefferson) 1,165 -- Founded as a free-state town in 1855, first called 
Grasshopper Falls from the Grasshopper River. This 
name not being suitable to the townspeople, they 
petitioned the Legislature for a change of name, 
which was granted, and the town became "Sautrelle 
Falls," and the name of the river was also changed 
to “Sautrelle," apparently, at the instigation of 
a practical joker in the Legislature with some 

* knowledge of French, for "sautrelle" is the French 
word for "grasshopper." When the incensed towns- 
people learned of this, they again asked for a 
change of name, and this time the name of the river 
was changed to "Delaware" and that of the town to 
"Valley Falls" for its location in the valley of 
the Delaware River and the nearby rapids in the 
river. 


VARNER (Kingman) 20 -- Named for an early settler of this name. 


VASSAR (Osage) 82 -- Named for an Indian of this name. The town was laid out by 
Peter Peterson, John Souell, and John Neill in September, 1886. 


VAUGHN (Pawnee) 3 -- Founded 1916, named for Riggs Vaughn, pioneer settler of the 
community. 


VERDI (Ottawa) 25 -- Established as a Post Office January 16, 1885, the story is told 
that famous singing schools once conducted here named the commu- 
nity in honor of the famous composer Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901); 
however, Union Pacific Railroad officials, who are credited with 
having named the town and station, report that their records do 
not show this to be the case. 


VERMILLION (Marshall) 301 -- Named from the Black Vermillion River on which the town 
is located. 


VESPER (Lincoln) 100 -=- A Latin word meaning “evening” or “evening star." 


VICTORIA (Ellis) 1,152 -- Originally two towns, one north of present Victoria settled 
by German Russians in 1875, called Herzog, and one south of 
the present town which was settled in 1871 by English colo- 
nists led by Sir George Grant, called Victoria, the two 
were combined in 1913 as one town under the name Victoria, 
the name given the original south settlement by Sir George 
Grant in honor of Queen Victoria of England. 
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VICTORY JUNCTION (Wyandotte) 37 -- So named because of its location at the junction 
of U.S. Highways 40 and 73, and because in a tri- 
angular spot at the junction of the two highways 
there was placed a bronze statue of an American 
soldier commemorating the victory of World War I. 


VINE CREEK (Ottawa) 9 -- Established as a Post Office December 9, 1879, named at the 
suggestion of Mrs. Sara D. Seeley, "Vine" for the small 

¢ creek nearby which consisted more of vines than of creek. 
When the Santa Fe Railway came through in 1887, they named 
their station here "Vine Creek." 


VINING (Clay and Washington) 168 -- Named for E. P. Vining, general freight agent 
of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


VIOLA (Sedgwick) 179 -- Founded about 1886, named by settlers for Viola, Illinois, 
some of whom had come from there. 


VIRGIL (Greenwood) 266 -=- Named by settlers for Virgil, New York. 


VLIETS (Marshall) 70 -- First called Ewingsport by the Missouri Pacific Railroad in 
honor of an influential farmer. The name was later changed 
to Vliets by citizens of the town for another farmer whose 
land adjoined the railroad right of way. 


VODA (Trego) 15 -- A Bohemian word meaning “water.” The first settlers here, who 
were Bohemian, dug a well and found a good supply of water, which 
gave rise to the name for the town. 


WABAUNSEE COUNTY (1859) -- This county was first called Richardson for Colonel Rich- 
ardson of Illinois, who was the leader in the House of 
Representatives, on the Democratic side, in the debate on 
the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. The name was changed to Wabaun- 
see in honor of a Chief of the Potawatomi Indian Tribe. 
The name means, "Dawn of Day." 


WABAUNSEE (Wabaunsee) 90 -- Like the county, the town of Wabaunsee was named for a 
Chief of the Potawatomi Indians, the name meaning, “Dawn 
of Day." 


WACONDA SPRINGS (Mitchell) 25 -- The town is named from the three mineral pool springs 
located here which are said to have been named by the 
Indians "Waconda" for the chief deity of the Kaws, 
because they believed the waters of the springs to be 
sacred. These springs were used by the Indians for 
curative purposes long before the coming of the white 
man, and were also called ne-woh-kondaga, which means 
"spirit water." A popular legend is that a powerful 
Indian chief opposed the son of a rival chief as a 
suitor for his daughter, Wacondae Waconda's lover 
was wounded in a battle between the two tribes and, 
being weak from loss of blood, fell into the water. 
When Waconda accused her father of killing the young 
brave he became angry, shot an arrow through his 
daughter's head and threw her body into the spring 
where the spirit of the lovers still dwell. The 
Great Spirit Spring is the largest and best known of 
the three pools. 
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WAGSTAFF (Miami) 30 -=- Named in honor of an early settler of this name.. 


WAKARUSA (Shawnee) 120 -- Named from the Wakarusa River on which the town is located. 
Wakarusa is an Indian word meaning “deep river." 


Wri nichoney (Trego) 2,897 -=- Established in 1878, the name of the town was formed from a 
composite of those of two men who were instrumental in get- 
ting it established, Albert E. Warren and James E. Keeney. 


¢ 
WAKEFIELD (Clay) 679 -- Laid out in November of 1869 by Captain A. C. Pierce, the 
town was named for the Rev. Richard Wake, one of the original 
town site proprietors, and for Wakefield, England, from where 
the settlers had come. 


WALDO (Russell) 192 -- Established 1887, the first settlement here was called Pleasant 
Run, from a school house of this name, which had been built in 
1871. The Union Pacific Railroad changed it to Waldo for an 
official of the railroad. 


WALDRON (Harper) 38 -- Founded about 1900, named for Howard Waldron, who owned a large 
ranch here. The town was established as a result of the Santa re 
and Rock Island Railroads being built through this area. 


WALKER (Ellis) 305 -- Founded about 1872 by an Ohio colony, the town was named for 
an early settler of this name. 


WALLACE COUNTY (1888) -- Named for General W. H. S. Wallace, of Mexican War fame, who 


died of wounds received at Shiloh, Tennessee, April 10, 1862. 

- Named when it was established as a station on the Union 
Pacific Railroad, from Fort Wallace, which was nearby. Fort 
Wallace was named for General W. H. S. Wallace, a Mexican War 
veteran, who also served in the Indian wars in Kansas, and 
died at Shiloh in April of 1862. 


b WALLACE (Wallace) 100 


WALLULA (Wyandotte) 6 


- From a Delaware Indian of this name. 


WALNUT (Crawford) 492 -- Established 1871, first called Glenwood, the town was renamed 


Walnut for its location near Walnut Creek. 


WALSBURG (Riley) 16 -=- The first settlers located on Walnut Creek in 1866. A church 
was established here in 1879 and the name was then chosen for 
the community by combining "Wal" with "burg," the “s" being 
inserted to make the name more euphonious. 


WALTON (Harvey) 210 -- Founded 1871, named in honor of a stockholder of the Santa Fe 
Railwaye 


WAMEGO (Pottawatomie) 2,292 -- Established 1866, there are two versions of how the 
town was named. One version is that it was named for 
a chief of the Potawatomi Indians. Another version is 
that it was named ea an Indian word which means, 
“clear of swamp," “no water in village." 


WARWICK (Republic) 15 -- Named for an official of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 


WASHINGION COUNTY (1860) -- Named in honor of George Washington, first President of 
the United States, 1789-1797. 
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*WASHINGTON i Waehi neta), 633 = Se radncad in gas , 1860s, named from the county, which 
was named for George Washington. 


WATERLOO (Kingman) 200 -- Named for Waterloo, Iowa, which received its name from the 
battle won by the allied forces over Napoleon near the 
Belgian village of this name, located 11 miles south of | 
Brussels, on June 18, 1815. | 


WATERVILLE (Marshall) 722 -- Platted 1868, the town was named for Waterville, New 
¢ York, by Colonel Osborne, a contractor for the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad. 


WATHENA (Doniphan) 918 -= Laid out 1856, named for a Kickapoo Indian Chief who 
allowed settlers to hold church services in his wigwam. 


WATSON (Shawnee) 10 -= Post Office established here 1883. Named in honor of George H. 
Watson, who ran a store here and was the first Postmaster. 


WAUNETA (Chautauqua) 40 -- Named by the wife of P. M. Calvert, who had been raised 
by a friendly tribe of Indians. "Wauneta™ was the name 
of the daughter of the chief of the tribe. 


WAVERLY (Coffey) 500 -- Platted 1878, named by Andrew Pierson for Waverly, Indiana, 
and who laid out the town of Waverly, Kansas, after the 
pattern of the Indiana community, his home town. 


WAY (Reno) <= Named for M. E. Way, an agent for the A.T.&S.F. Railway. 


WAYNE (Republic) 70 -= Founded 1874, named for a son of Mr. and Mrs. John White, the 
first white child born on a homestead where the town is now. 


WAYSIDE (Montgomery) 100 -- Selected as the best of three names submitted for con- 
- sideration in 1887 when the Post Office was established 
heree The name is a descriptive one chosen because the 
town “sat by the side of the road." 


WEA (Miami) 6 -=- Named for the Wea Indians, one of the 28 emigrant tribes associated 
with the state's history. 


WEBBER (Jewell) 64 -=- Founded 1889, the year the Santa Fe Railway built through the 
region, named for Dan Webber, from whom the town site was pur- 
chased. 


WEBSTER (Rooks) 350 -= When first settled, called Belmont, but as there was already a 
town of this name in Kansas, the Post Office Department denied 
an application for a Post Office. A prominent Rooks County 
pioneer, J. J. Griebel, had an early Noah Webster dictionary, 
believed to be the only one in the community at that time, and 
was constantly referring to it, as it was his opinion that 
accurate use of the language was much to be preferred to mere 
religious faith. At his suggestion, the town was named for 
Noah Webster. As the town site was covered with water by the 
Webster Dam and Reservoir recently built on the South Fork of 
the Solomon River, a new town site was selected to be called, 
“New Webster." 


WEIR (Cherokee) 706 -= Named for the founder of the town, T. M. Weir. 


WELDA (Anderson) 220 -- Founded 1870, named by the Kansas City, Lawrence and Kansas 
Southern Railroad (later the Santa Fe) for a small town of 
this name in Germany. 
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*WELLINGION (Sumner) 9,000 -- Founded in 1871, named by English settlers for the Duke 
of Wellington. 


WELLS (Ottawa) 83 -- Called Poe when first established, the name of the town was 
D . later changed to Vashtie. Still later, the name was changed to 
the present "Wells." This name was derived from the Wells Fargo 
Express Company, which operated here years ago. 


, WELLSVILLE (Franklin) 1,008 -- Platted 1870, named for D. L. Wells, a construction 
contractor for the Santa Fe Railway. 


WESKAN (Wallace) 212 -= A name composed of the first syllables of the words, “Western 
Kansas." 


WESLEYAN (Saline) -- A small station named for Kansas Wesleyan University near which 
it is located. A Methodist institution, the school was named 
for the famous theologian, John Wesley, founder of Methodism, 
and his younger brother, Charles, also a famed early clergyman. 


WESTFALL (Lincoln) 54 -- Named for Westfall, New York. 


WEST MINERAL (Cherokee) 312 -- Established 1882 one mile west of the present town 
site and first called Mineral for the coal camps and 
other mineral operations in the area. The greatest 
number of settlers were situated west of the settle- 
ment and they decided to form their own town which was 
called "West Mineral," the original town becoming kno- 
wn as “East Mineral." For a time the two towns ex- 
isted side by side but at length East wil Es was ab- 
sorbed by West Mineral. 


*WESTMORELAND (Pottawatomie) 430 -- Platted in 1871, the town was named for the County 
of Westmoreland, in Pennsylvania, by John McKimens, 
the first Postmaster. 


WESTPHALIA (Anderson) 267 -= Established 1879, the town was named for their home town 
of Westphalia, Iowa, which received its name from the 
city in Germany, by Carl and Emil Flusche, early sett- 
lers. The town had originally been called "Cornell," 
for S. P. Cornell, one of the platters. 


WETMORE (Nemaha) 404 -- Founded 1867, the town was named for W. T. Wetmore, vice 
president of the Central Branch of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


WHEATON (Pottawatomie) 128 -- Named by settlers for Wheaton, Illinois. 


WHEELER (Cheyenne) 55 -- Named for one of the first settlers here who was a man of 
this name. 


WHITE CHURCH (Wyandotte) 75 -- Named from the old Delaware Indian mission and "white 
church," built for the benefit of the Indians. 


WHITE CITY (Morris) 532 -- Named for F. C. White, superintendent of the Union Pacific 
Railroad, Southern Branch. 


3 WHITE CLOUD (Doniphan) 269 -- Established 1857, named for a chief of the Iowa Indian 
Tribe, Ma-hush-kah, which means, “white cloud." 


WHITELAW (Greeley) -- Said to have been named in honor of Whitelaw Reed, who was the 
editor of Horace Greeley's New York Tribune newspaper. It now 
consists of but an elevator and a single home. 
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WHITEWATER (Butler) 533 -- Established 1887, the town was named after the nearby west 
branch of the Whitewater River. 


WHITING (Jackson) 231 -- Named in honor of the wife of Senator C. S. Pomeroy, whose 
maiden name was Whiting. 


WICHITA COUNTY (1886) -=- Named for the Wichita Tribe of Indians. 


*WICHITA (Sedgwick) 242,131 -- Established in 1870, Wichita was named for the Wichita 

¢ Indians, whose villages occupied the town site, but 
were removed to Oklahoma after 1865. The town of Wich- 
ita had its genesis in the trading post established 
here in 1864 by James R. Mead and Jesse Chisholm, about 
which a settlement grew. The name 'lichita"” is said to 


mean “painted faces." 


WILBURTON (Morton) 20 -= Platted 1915, the settlement here was first called Tice. 
Then Nellie D. Wilbur was appointed Postmaster. She was 
such a civic minded person and so well liked that the name 
of the town was changed in her honor. Since there was, at 
that time, a town called Wilbur in Kansas, the decision was 
made to call it Wilburton. 


WILDER (Johnson) 75 -= Named for Edward Wilder, Secretary-Treasurer of the A.T.&S.F. 
Railway. 


WILLIAMSBURG (Franklin) 288 -- Established 1868, named for William Scofield, an early 
settler and land owner, who was also a construction 
contractor for the A.1T.&S.F. Railway. 


WILLIAMSTOWN (Jefferson) 90 -- Named for Charles Williams, one of the town founders, 
j and its first Postmaster. 


WILLIS (Brown) 128 -- Named for Martin Cleveland Willis, an early settler. 


WILMORE (Comanche) 117 <= Established 1887, named for Thomas Wilmore, the town's 
first merchant. 


WILSEY (Morris) 240 -- Founded 1884, the town was named for John D. Wilsey of Bloom- 
ville, Ohio, its founder. 


WILSON COUNTY (1865) -- Named in honor of Colonel Hiero T. Wilson, who was the first 
white person to settle in the county. 


WILSON (Ellsworth) 1,045 -- First called Bosland, the town was renamed for Colonel 
Hiero T. Wilson, who had settled in Fort Scott and estab- 
lished a business there in 1843, and who was the first 
white person to settle in Wilson County, Kansas. 


WINCHESTER (Jefferson) 451 -- Established 1857, named for Winchester, Virginia, by 
Alvin Best, who had formerly lived there. Winchester, 
Virginia, received its name from Winchester, England. 


WINDHORST (Ford) 12 -= From a town of this name in Prussia. The name means, “eagle's 
nest." 


WINDOM (McPherson) 175 -- First called Laura, the town was renamed for William Windom, 
who was Secretary of the Treasury during President Benjamin 
Harrison's administration. 
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*WINFIELD (Cowley) 10,848 -- Founded in 1870, the town was first called “Lagonda” for 


the wife of one of the settlers, but was renamed for 
Winfield Scott -- not the General who was Commander in 
Chief of the United States Army from 1841 to 1861 -- but 
for a man of the same name who had been an officer in the 
Civil War and who was a Baptist missionary, and who built 
the first church on the town site. 


WINONA (Logan) 320 -= From a Dakota Indian word meaning, “first born daughter." The 

; name stems from Longfellow's "Song of Hiawatha." 

WOLCOIT (Wyandotte) 300 =~ Platted 1887 by, and named for, Herbert W. Wolcott. The 
first settlement on this site had been called Conner City 
for a time. 


WOLF CREEK (Lincoln) -=- So named from the creek of this name near which it is located. 
WOMER (Smith) 7 -- Founded by, and named for, Emmett Womer. 


WOODBINE (Dickinson) 221 -- The woodbine is a honeysuckle. Several towns of the 
United States were given this name from a popular song 
published in the years following the Civil War which was 
called, “Gone Where the Woodbine Twineth," as a tribute 
to those who had perished in the Civil War. 


WOODSON COUNTY (1855) -- Named in honor of Daniel Woodson, who was Secretary of the 
Territory of Kansas, and for some time served as acting 
Governor following the resignation of Governor Wilson Shan- 
non in 1856. 


WOODSTON (Rooks) 323 -= The name of the town was formed from a combination of "Woods" 
and “Houston.” Two brothers named Woods, operators of the 
first grocery store in the settlement, and a wealthy pioneer 
named Houston, each wanted the town named for themselves, so 
by way of compromise, the combined names were used. 


WRIGHT (Ford) 65 -= Founded about 1885, Wright was named for Bob Wright, operator of 
a grocery store at Fort Dodge. He was very civic minded and was 
of assistance to the early settlers of the area in obtaining land 
grants from the government. 


WYANDOTTE COUNTY (1855) -=- This county was named after the Wyandot Tribe of Indians. 
The “te” at the end of the name was added, probably through 
a clerical error. 


XAVIER (Leavenworth) 570 -- A religious community founded in 1942 by Sister Xavier 
Ross, for whom it was named, the Mother House of the 
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth is located here. 


XENIA (Bourbon) 50 -- Founded by Ohio settlers, named for Xenia, Ohio. The word 
comes from Greek and means, "hospitality." 


*YATES CENTER (Woodson) 2,117 -- Founded 1867, named for Abner Yates, who gave the 
tract of land for the town site, and who was an 
Amishman who had come from Belleville, Pennsylvania. 


YODER (Reno) 110 -- Founded by Amish Mennonites, the town was named for Eli Yoder, 
one of the original settlers and the town's first Postmaster. 


YUMA (Cloud) -- Named from the Yuma Tribe of Indians. The name means, “sons of the 
rivers." "ai 
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ZARAH (Johnson) 72 -- Founded 1857 as a small station on the A.T.&8S.F. Railway, the 
exact reason for the choice of the name is not definitely known © 
but is presumed to have been in honor of an official. 

. ZEANDALE (Riley) 100 -- Founded 1857, so named from the Greek word, "zea," meaning 
“corn” or "spelt," and the English word, “dale," meaning "a 
valley," by J. H. Pillsbury, early settler, because of the 
excellent corn crops grown in this area. 


fENDA (Kingman) 181 -- One of several towns in the United States bearing this name, 
it stems from the fictional novel, "Prisoner of Zenda,“ which 
‘appeared in 1894, and which attained great popularity. 


ZENITH (Stafford) 100 -- Named from a Star Route Post Office of this name at Sylvia, 
Kansas. H. S. Thompson, one of the Sylvia town site owners, 
had wanted to name his town “Zenith," for the Star Route 
Post Office, but A. A. Robinson, vice president of the A.T.& 
S.F. Railway, named it "Sylvia" instead for Mrs. Robinson. 
As a compromise, Mr. Robinson established the town of Zenith 
five miles west of Sylvia. The word "zenith" means, “peak," 
"summit," or “the highest or culminating point of a person's 
fortune." 


ZIMMERDALE (Harvey) 14 -=- Founded about 1900, the town was first called Truesdale. 
Then W. J. Truesdale, who owned vast acres of wheat land 
out in Edwards County wanted to name a town in that county 
"Truesdale," so the name of the town was changed to its 
present Zimmerdale in honor of Martin Zimmerman and “dale"™ 
from the former name of Truesdale. 


p ZOOK (Pawnee) 27 -- Founded 1916 when the Anthony and Northern Railroad was built 
through the county, named for John B. Zook, pioneer settler, who 
had arrived in the county in 1886. The family of John B. Zook 
‘acquired large land holdings in the region. 


ZURICH (Rooks) 241 -- Named by settlers for a town of this name in Switzerland, 
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